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THE SPEAKER (Mr Michael Barnett) took die Chair a: 2.00 pm, and mead prayers.

STATEMENT - BY THE SPEAKER
Legislative Assembly Chamber - Television Cameras Authorisation

THE SPEAKER: I have authorised the use of television cameras in the Chamber for a
short time today. For obvious reasons, the television stations need to change their file
footage.

PETITION -DUCK SHOOTING
Prohibition Legislation Support

MRS WATKINS (Wannerco) [2.05 pm]: I have a petition couched in the following
terms -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We, the undersigned petitioners, urge members of the Parliament of Western
Austraia, to support as a matte of urgency legislation recently introduced by the
Government to ban recreational duck shooting in Western Australia.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 1 654 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of
the Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that die petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 40.]

PETITION - PERTH FORESHORE
John Cidham's Plan Consideration

DR ALEXANDER (Perth) [2.06 pm]: I have a petition which reads as follows -
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We the undermentioned petitioners ask that in view of the excessive cost of
implementing the unrealistic and inappropriate winning ?lan for the Perth Foreshores
that consideration be given to adopting John Oldharm s plan. This plan not only
pireserves the foreshores unique charm so valued by the public but also offers
immediate employment by implementing the first stage, le; the realignment of
Riverside Drive to adjacent to TFenrce Road and the planting of many indigenous
trees to give attractive shade and shelter.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty boundl, will ever pray.

The petition bears 57 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that die petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 41])

PETITION - ABORTION
Ban before Controlled Duck Shooting Ban

MR WILSON (Dianella - Minister for Health) [2.07 pmn]: I have a petition in the following
terms -

To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
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We die undersigned ask that controlled duck shooting not be banned until abortion is
totally banned, and all who perform, or procure abortions, or conspire to perform, or
procure abortions, ar prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition beans 11 signatures and I certif that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 42.]

SELECT COMMI'rIEE ON THE OFFICIAL CORRUPTION
COMMISSION ACT

Report Recommewndations
DR LAWRENCE (Glendalough - Premier) [2.14 pm]: I move -

That a Select Committee be appointed to consider the recommendations contained in
the report of the Select Committee on the Official Corruption Commission Act and to
recommend -

(a) a draft form of legislation to give effect to those recommendations; and
(b) terms of reference for the proposed Joint Standing Committee on Official

Corruption.
On behalf of all members of Parliament I thank the committee for the work it did in
reasonably quick time. Its work enabled it to examine practices throughout Australia; in
some cases directly by talking to official corruption equivalents in other States and also by
the research it was able to bring to bear on this very important question. I thank the
Chairman of that Select Committee and I am pleased to see his return to this House. We
delayed debating this motion until his return and, on behalf of all members, I express my
regret at the very serious injury he sustained.
The committee did its work in a timely way and clearly indicated the across party support for
the key principles. It should be said at the outset that as the Government was able to put
material directly to the committee it regards the work it did as a statutorily required review,
and I hope it will continue to that unanimous conclusion which is required for the legislation
to be successful. In addition, the second term of reference obviously asks the committee to
examine the terms of reference for a proposed Joint Standing Committee on official
corruption. I know that one of the experiences of the committee in its travels around
Australia was that it was impressed by the parliamentary committees which have been
established to oversee, in a general sense, the operation of official corruption commission
legislation in its various forms, although I note that the committee specifically indicated that
it did not believe it appropriate for such bodies to become involved in operational matters; a
view which I share.
The Government fully supports the notion of having an Official Cormuption Commission Act
which enables die Official Corruption Commission to do its work, to report in a timely way
and to have the necessary resources and powers to include a broader definition of
"corruption" than was the case in the past. It is obviously not the only body which oversees
the behaviour of public officials. One of the committee's recommendations draws attention
to the responsibility, for instance, that the police have under the Criminal Code and to the
responsibility the Auditor General and the Ombudsman have. All these bodies have a role
and they are apolitical and independent. In most cases they report to Parliament and must
conduct their duties without fear or favour, and that is an important characteristic of the
Official Corruption Commission Act.
I remind members that the need for these legislative changes arose from two matters: Firstly,
the requirement of the Act and, secondly, some rather alarming statements made by the
Official Corruption Commission about the magnitude of the problem in Western Australia.
The committee briefly considered the latter question and that is to its credit, but in the
absence of an efficient organisation ii difficult to reach any substantial conclusion on that
question. The key issue is that the body be constituted in a way which enables it to conduct
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preliminary inquiries - and that was recommended by the committee - to determine whether
matters should proceed further, to report to Parliament on a regular basis, to provide for the
protection of people who might wish to make complaints to the Official Corruption
Commission and to enable the commission to broaden the investigations that it can
undertake. These steps are necessary because in this State, and in every State in this country,
the constituents must be confident that any official misconduct or corruption can be
investigated in a timely way and can be reported to the electorate and remedies taken. As
members of Parliament we have a solemn duty to ensure that that body is able to do its work.
I believe that the committee which has been set up and which, today, we are suggesting
should continue its work will enable us to do that without some of the political fanfare which
has accompanied these matters in the past. As members of Parliament we must seek to
protect the reputation of the Parliament and other public officials by ensuring they are open
to proper scrutiny and investigation and, equally, we must seek to protect those members of
the public and members of Parliament who may wish to draw to the attention of this body
matters which they believe are officially corrupt.
I amn aware that many members want to spea on this motion. The Government is delighted
with the work that the committee has done, pleased at the across party support, and believes
that the recommendations, as they have beent enunciated, will provide a sound basis for
legislation. I understand that is also the view of the current Official Corruption Commission.
It is work that has been well done and I conclude by thanking the cormmittee again and
emphasising the need for this legislation, its improvement and its effectiveness in Western
Australia.
MR COURT (Nedlands - Leader of the Opposition) (2.19 pm]: The Opposition supports
the idea of appointing a Select Committee on the Official Corruption Commission Act and to
recommend changes to the legislation. T'he operations of the Official Corruption
Commission since its establishment have caused some concern, I am sure, to all members of
this House. It is never an easy matter to establish an effective Corruption Commission
because there is a fine line between a commission that pries too deeply to the extent of
invading people's rights and one that has sufficient powers to carry out its function. The
Opposition has been considering the operations of the Official Corruption Commission, and
particularly the commission in New South Wales, headed by Ian Tem by, which is a very
high profile operation. it may well be that we can draw upon the experience in that State
when making changes to the legislation in Western Australia. Concern has been expressed
about the manner in which the Official Corruption Commission was established in this State,
and in many ways it is not very effective because of its lack of power to take matters further.
I understand that a person may approach the commission and explain his concerns about a
particular matter in which he believes people may have been corrupt, and the commission
has the power to ask the police to investigate the matter. If the commission is not satisfied
with the police report it has the power to express that dissatisfaction. However, it has been
limited in its reporting role to this Parliament and it is generally believed that when the Royal
Commission inquiring into WA Inc matters completes its work, there will be a need for a
more effective Corruption Commission in this State.
The proposed Select Committee will consider draft forms of legislation and the possible
terms of reference for the proposed Joint Standing Committee on Official Corruption. There
has been dissatisfaction in the community with the existing operation, and that dissatisfaction
has been expressed also by the people operating the existing commission. They have made it
clear, so both the Labor Party and the Opposition parties, that they are not happy with the
present system. It will be interesting so see the results of this inquiry.
AM THONMON (Darling Range) [2.23 pml: I support the motion, although I had some
difficulty rising to my feet in order so do so. I thank the Premier for her remarks and also the
many members of this House who have expressed their good wishes to me. I must have a
shot at the member for Roe: I said that part of my difficulty with the injury to my arm is that
I must sleep in a sitting position. The member for Roe said that I had come to the right
place! In reply to the question from my former colleague, the member for Jandakot, asking
how the horse is, I indicate that!I have sold the horse.
Members will recall that one of the terms of reference of the Select Committee was that the
committee should report to the Clerk, rather than to the Parliament, because Parliament
would not be sitting when the report was due so be presented. Therefore, the committee's
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report was made public in that way. This is the first opportunity I have had to speak on the
issue in this House, and to thank the people who served on that committee. It was the most
rewarding experience I have had since becoming a member of Parliament, in that members
from all sections of this House were able to arrive at a unanimous conclusion with respect to
the several issues that came before the committee. I commend the members who served on
the committee; they displayed a great degree or maturity at a time when there had been some
controversy surrounding the establishment of the Select Committee.

Keith Kendrick was assigned as clerk to the committee and, although he looks quite boyish,
he did a man-sized job. Wayne Mann was seconded to die Parliament from the office of die
Public Service Commissioner to serve as research assistant to the committee. I thank
Dr Wood for assigning such a senior person as researcher. I particularly thank Wayne for the
tremendous job he did, I am sure all members of the committee will agree that he did an
excellent job.
Members will recall that the Official Corruption Commission legislation was the brainchild
of the Opposition. It was inoroduced into this House when the Premier of the day must have
been feeling a little benevolent towards the Opposition, because he recommended that the
Government accept the legislation. If it had flaws, it was a responsibility of the whole of the
Parliament and not just of the sponsors. It had flaws and they were identified in the evidence
given to the Select Committee. However, it must be said that the Select Committee was not
set up until after a fundamental change had been made to the legislation; that is, on the
recommendation of Mr Justice Wickhamu, the Chairman of the Official Corruption
Commission, the commission had been given the power to report to Parliament T'he
commissioners regarded the previous lack of power in thac area as one of the fundamental
weaknesses of the legislation. The principal evidence given to the Select Committee in this
State came from the Official Corruption Commission itself. Indeed, the committee met each
of the commissioners and the chief executive officer, Commander On, separately and it had
an opportunity to receive first-hand input from those individuals. The Corruption
Commission was very responsible in the way it presented its evidence, and the committee
supported most of the changes it believed should be implemented.
After visiting the commissions ini New South Wales and Queensland where the committee
met Ian Temby, the head of the Independent Commission Against Corruption in New South
Wales, and the leading people in the Criminal Justice Commission in Queensland, the
committee came to the conclusion that there was little justification for establishing in
Western Australia the types of organisations set up in those States. Both States employ
hundreds of people in their commissions. The New South Wales commission employs 250
people and the Queensland commission employs 350 people. The cost of running those
commissions, which are effectively ongoing Royal Commissions, runs into tens of millions
of dollars a year, and they choose their own terms of reference. It is the Select Committee's
view that we have no need for that type of operationad indeed, that contention was
supported by Mr Justice Wickham and the ohrOfcal Corruption Commissioners.
However, there is room to improve the legislation in this State and the Government is to be
commended for having indicated its acceptance of the principal recommendations in the
report. I am confident that the rt-establishment of the Select Committee will enable it to
hone the report recommendations, and frame the necessary amendments to enshrine the
recommendations of the report in t legislation.
Further, it is to determine the terms of reference that should apply to the recommended Joint
Standing Committee on Official Corruption. The cornerstone of the Official Corruption
Commission in the two States I have mentioned is that those States have a Standing
Committee of the Parliament responsible for overseeing the operations of the commission.
In Queensland the parliamentarians become involved in operational martens. We certainly do
not recommend that parliamentarians should become involved in the operational matters of
the Official Corruption Commission in this State. However, that occurs in one of the two
States the Select Committee had an opportunity to study.
A need exists for an oversight of the operations of the Official Corruption Commission. The
Select Committee not only did not want to leave any stone unturned, but also wished to
ensure that people guilty of official corruption were brought to book. On the other hand, a
danger arises that civil liberties. could be abused by people who misuse the facilities and the
provisions of Official Corruption Commission legislation. I strongly believe that we need a
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Standing Committee of this Parliament to ensure that the legislation, on the one hand, is
effective in exposing official corruption while, on the other hand, it ensures that the rights of
ordinary people in our community are not abused. I support the motion strongly.
MR THOMAS (Cockburn) [2.33 pm]: I support the motion that a Select Committee be
appointed to inquire into the Official Corruption Commission Act. This will have the effect
of re-establishing the Select Committee, to give effect to the recommendations in its report
presented earlier this year. As the Chairman of the Select Committee has just indicated, a
number of important questions came before it. One of those questions is whether we wish to
establish in this State an Official Corruption Commission, or an organisation of that sort
along the lines of the New South Wales or Queensland models which, as die chairman has
indicated, are large organisations.
Members who have read the Select Committee's report will be aware that it did not
recommend that course be followed, rather, it followed the advice of Mr Justice Wickham,
the Chairman of the Official Corruption Commission, that the legislation be amended in an
incremental way sufficient to cater for the situation in this State now. A number of aspects
of the Select Committee's work are quite interesting and I wish to refer to them as they have
implications for the recommendations and the proposed changes to the legislation.
The first question is, "what is corruption?" A statutory definition of "corruption" appears in
the Act. That definition seeks to define official corruption and the activities which come
within its purview. Mr Justice Wickham in his evidence to the Select Committee said that
corruption is an act where somebody does something wrong for some gain; it is not simply a
matter of a criminal act committed by a public official in the course of his or her duty but has
to be undertaken for a material gain, whether to the person involved or to somebody else.
The most obvious form of corruption which comes to mind is taking or offering a bribe.
However, all sorts of other activities arise where one is not really sure if they are corruption
within the normal meaning of the word or simply criminal activity. As suggested by
Mr Justice Wickhanm, the Select Committee has recommended that a substantial extension of
the defition of the word "corruption" be covered by the legislation. It is interesting to
consider, in relation to the recommendations the Select Committee made, why a need exists
to have Official Corruption Commissions or similar special law enforcement or investigative
agencies related specifically to corruption. The reason is that under the normal system of
criminal law one can expect a victim to report a crime that has been committed. For
instance, if a person is assaulted or has property stolen he will report that happening to the
appropriate authority, in most cases the police.
That approach breaks down in matters of corruption, which can continue undetected for a
long time because no particular or single victim arises in such cases. The "victim" is the
community as a whole. The community is, essentially, cheated by the existence of corrupt
practices. That leads to one of the key recommendations of the Select Committee, one
sought by the Official Corruption Commission; that is, to provide what is often known in the
vernacular as "whistleblower legislation" that protects people who provide information on
official corruption to the Official Corruption Commission. The question of whistleblower
legislation has received a degree of attention in the literature on this subject in recent years.
It raises a question that is quite topical to some events in this State over the past month or so.
Whistleblower legislation was a phrase which Mr Justice Wickhamu said the Select
Committee should not use. He said such legislation should be regarded as informant
protection; that is, a person who reports official corruption to the Official Corruption
Commission or any other body is simply doing what they should do as a good public officer
or citizen. Such people should not be elevated by the use of phrases such as "whistleblower'.
Nor should they be subjected to retribution &r denigrated by their fellows as is often the case
when words such as "informant" are used. Such people are providing information that they
are obliged or able to provide to the relevant body. Under the recommendations of the Select
Committee explicit protection is outlined for people who provide such infonnation. This is
important not only because people should be protected but also because, as I indicated
earlier, the victim of corruption is the community as a whole and people are not necessarily
aware of the fact that corruption is taking place.
This is unlike the case where a criminal Act takes place against a victim who suffers a
resultant loss and who is obviously aware of that loss. A need exists in the community to
06702-3
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provide protection for officers who provide such information because almost invariably the
people who are in the position to know whether official corruption is taking place are the
people working in the establishment where it is taking place. Those people are most likely to
be aware that somebody is not undertaking their job as they should and is doing it for some
form of gain. They are the people who are usually the first to be aware of official corruption.
Members of the public are not often the first to become aware that corruption is occurring. It
is more likely to be the people employed where corruption is occurring who become aware
of it.
Mnother aspect of whistleblower legislation which must be looked at is illustrated by the
example we have seen in this State over the past couple of months. It is easy for a person to
be named by somebody who believes that corruption has occurred and for that information to
be passed on to the appropriate body for investigation. However, if the fact that a complaint
has been made is then made public that can stain the character of the person against whom
the complaint has been made. It may be found ultimately that no basis existed for the
complaint. For that reason the Select Committee has recommended that it should be
unlawful to publish the fact that information has been provided to the Official Corruption
Commission about a particular person.
A case arose early in the existence of the Official Corruption Commission of a person who
made a complaint to the commission in this State and then let it be known that that complaint
had been made. As a matter of fact, the fact that a complaint had been made against one of
its members was raised in this House. The Official Corrption Commissioner in his
evidence to the Select Committee said he believed that that action was a misuse of the
commission. I understand that people who provide information to the Official Corruption
Commission routinely receive a letter saying that in the view of the commission it does not
serve the purposes of the commission's existence if that information is made public. A need
arises to protect the public against corruption. That is why an Official Corruption
Commission is set up in this State to enforce the relevant areas of the law.
Whistleblowers, or people who provide information to the commission, should be protected
against retribution from within the organisations with which they are concerned. People who
provide information to an Official Corruption Commission should also be protected from the
provisions of legislation under which they may be employed, because the Public Service Act
and many other Acts which set up organisations, commissions and authorities within the
State contain secrecy or confidentiality clauses. The person against whom infornation has
been given should also be protected, because even though someone may provide information
in good faith that that person has acted wrongly or is corrupt, that information may be wrong.
Therefore, that information should not become public knowledge and should not be
broadcast to the media until such time as the commission has completed its inquiries and has
moved into the public domain, as would normally be the case in any criminal proceeding.
The Select Committee has recommended, therefore, that protection be provided for the
public, for the people who provide information, and for the people against whom information
is provided to the commission. I commend the motion to the House.
MR COWAN (Merredin - Leader of the National Party) [2.41 pm]: I will not dwell on the
issues which will be the subject of consideration by the Select Committee that will be
appointed if this motion is successful; and I assume it will be. However, it is important to
state that there should be a clear distinction between the Government and the Official
Corruption Commission. It is much more fitting that a Select Committee of the Parliament
deal with or accept responsibility for the drafting of legislative amendments to the Official
Corruption Commission Act than to allow that to be left to the responsibility of a Minister. I
commend the Government for allowing the commission to remain separate from the
Government and to perhaps be more answerable to the Parliament directly through a Select
Committee.
The National Party supports this motion, just as it also supported the establishment of the
Official Corruption Commission. While I have no doubt that the Select Committee will not
find it easy to satisfy the requirements of those members of the public who believe that the
commission should have broad powers, I agree with the member for Cockburn and with the
member for Darling Range, the Chairman of the Select Committee on the Official Corruption
Commission Act, that it would not be appropriate for us to follow the path of New South
Wales and Queensland in dealing with official corruption. I was horrified at the powers
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granted to die New South Wales Independent Commission Against Corruption.
Unfortunately, I was unable to accompany the committee to Queensland, but I have been told
that the Queensland commission also has strong powers. Western Australia has been through
some difficult times, and we are reminded constantly that all of us in the parliamentary field
are supposedly a bit bent. I am sure all members defend their position as vigorously as I do
when that accusation is made against them. However, I would not like to see Western
Australia follow die course that has been adopted by New South Wales and Queensland.
There are some inadequacies in the Western Australian legislation, and that is clearly the
reason for the recommendations of the Select Committee on the Official Corruption
Commission Act, which received unanimous support The committee recommended that the
legislation be changed. I am sume that change will be effected by the proposed Select
Committee, and that is a more appropriate process than is delegating to a Government
Minister the responsibility for having legislation drafted. Consequently, the National Party
supports the motion.
MEt BLOFFWITCII (Geraldton) [2.45 pm]: I commend the motion to the House and give
it wholehearted support. I will make a few remarks about the time that I spent on the Select
Committee on the Official Corruption Commission Act and about the knowledge that I
gained through travelling to various States. It became obvious to me that the situation in
New South Wales and Queensland was a bit of an overkill compared with the response that
we have had in Western Australia. I agree with the other speakers that not a lot of corrupt
activity is being reported to our Official Corruption Commission. One would be surprised at
the low number of complaints that are made to the commission. I was particularly interested
to learn that the majority of die complaints made in the other States camne not from the
public, as perhaps we would expect, but from public servants. That supports the
recommendation of the Select Committee that we insert into the Official Corruption Act a
new section 11I which will be similar to a section in the New South Wales Act and wiU make
it compulsory for chief executive officers within the Public Service to report any
misdemeanour or corruption; and, if they do not, they will commit a criminal offence and
will be charged.
The Select Committee considered in depth informer protection legislation. The dilemma
with reporting is that a person may sensationalise the facts and may slur the character of a
person who in no way deserves to have his character slurred. I was particularly pleased that
the committee recommended that information that is reported to the commission should not
be made public. That will go a long way towards protecting the reputation of people who
have not been judged but have merely been accused. Our legal system operates on that
principle, and is is important that it be adhered to by the commission.
In respect of the proposal to establish a Joint Standing Committee on Official Corruption, I
noticed with interest that both New Soudi Wales and Queensland have parliamentary
committees which operate in different ways. I think I am correct in saying that the New
South Wales committee can hear complaints and ask for a dossier about the complaints,
whereas dhe Queensland committee tries to isolate. itself completely from the operational side
and deals only with the policy and legislative side of the corruption legislation. I propose
that we follow that line. I suggest to the House that the parliamentary committee should not
have access to matters that are being dealt with by the Corruption Commission. Not only
would that be insulting to the people appearing before the committee, but also it would be
politically most undesirable for us as parliamentarians so be involved in that I believe there
is enough work for die joint committee to do in merely looking at how it can be effective in
its role of ensuring that corruption in our Public Service is reported and kept to a minimum.
I am quite confident that if we follow the recommendations that is exactly what will happen.
I thank Mr Wayne Mann and Mr Keith Kendrick for making my job on the committee much
easier. It was the first committee of this type on which I have served and I look forward to
serving on others if they are as fruitful and rewarding to me as this one was. I commend the
motion to the House.
Question put and passed.

Select Comminree Appoiramem:
On motion by Dr Lawrence (Premier), resolved -

Thlat the members of the Committee be the member for Darling Range
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(Mr Thompson), the member for Cockburn (Mr Thomas), the member for CGeraldton
(Mr Bloffwitch), the member for Merredin (Mr Cowan), and the member for
Nollamara (Mr Kobelke), that the Select Committee report to the House by 4 August
1992 and have the power to call for persons and papers, to sit on days on which the
House stands adjourned, to move from place to place and to report from time to time.

SHEEP LICE ERADICATION FUND AMENDMENT BILL
Introduction and First Reading

Bill introuced, on motion by Mr Bridge (Minister for Agriculture), and read a frst time.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON COUNTRY HOSPITALS AND NURSING POSTS
Report Tabling

MIR GRILL (Eyre) [2.52 pm]: I present for tabling the report of the Select Committee on
Country Hospitals and Nursing Posts volumes 1 and 2, together with transcripts of evidence,
minutes, and submissions to the committee. I move -

That the report do lie upon the Table and be printed.
It is a duty and a pleasure for me to table this report here this afternoon. I want first to
indicate to members of the House the jurisdiction within which this Select Committee
undertook its deliberations. The members of the committee were not looking at the whole of
the country health system but at that part of the system where hospitals and nursing posts
serve towns with a population catchment of less than 3 000.
When we embarked upon our deliberations, which was as long ago as November 1990, there
was considerable questioning of the efficiency of delivery of health services, not just in
country or remote area but tight across the State, including the metropolitan region. I note
that about the same time as we commenced our deliberations the metropolitan and other parts
of the regional health system came under scrutiny, became the subject of reports and are now
in the process of some change. When we went about our deliberations we realised that the
recommendations we brought down, whatever they were, would need to fit into the State
system and ultimately into a national system, and although we kept a weather eye on that I
must say that, given the make up of the committee, the deliberations were done on the basis
of a fierce independence, especially from the National Party representative, who clashed with
the Chairman of the Select Committee on one or two occasions, as members might imagine.
Mr Cowan: The National Party is always very cooperative.
Mr GRILL: I am not saying the member for Collie was not cooperative.
The members of the committee came down with their conclusions and did not use as a source
any other reports which may have been put together at that time. In every way the committee
acted completely independently of outside forces except those which we said tight at the
beginning we would take into consideration.
For the edification of members, the health system of this State is roughly divided into three
major parts: Firstly, the metropolitan section, which includes a whole range of hospitals,
other health services and the teaching hospitals, and where the major health resources are
located in the State; secondly, the regional system based on the major regional cities and
towns; and thirdly, the system our committee was examining - namely, that which serves
population catchment areas of less than 3 000.
For a long time there have been question marks over the continued operation of the system
our committee was asked to examine. Small country hospitals and nursing posts in those
regions to which I amn referring have been under scrutiny and under question - and, I might
say, under some threat - for a considerable time. People from diverse quarters present
notions such as that some of the hospitals and nursing posts are too close together, many are
underutilised, many or most are too small to carry out sophisticated procedures, and many
are located in areas of dwindling population and consequently dwindling demand. These are
not notions embraced by the committee, but rather those put forward by people from time to
time. Other people have said that country hospitals and nursing posts are anachronisms of an
outdated transport system; I think others have said in the past that they were the product of

2536



(Tuesday, 26 May 1992] 23

political pork-barrelling. As well, there are and always have been those who say that some
of those hospitals and nursing posts should probably, under the heading of efficiency, be
closed down.
During our deliberations we did see instances of underutilisation of facilities. We saw
figures presented on leakage rates from small country hospitals, which are a worry and
possibly a problem. We were given figures by the Health Department on travelling time
between some of these facilities, and some people suggested that perhaps that travelling time
was such that one or other of the facilities might be closed. I am not saying that the Health
Department embraces the conclusions from those statistics, but it was able to produce those
sorts of statistics and they could not be ignored by members of the committee. However,
statistics alone are not enough. They do not spell out the whole picture and they were not
accepted by the committee in its deliberations and final recommrendations. They did not tell
the whole story.
The committee gathered information on its own behalf, and in that respect each of the
committee members has an extensive country background. Two of the members of the
committee are medical practitioners. The committee received between 400 and 500 written
submissions of some substance, not counting the submissions from other area. We also
received extensive verbal submissions under oath. During that period the committee
travelled extensively throughout Western Australia. Them would not be one part of regional
Western Australia that the committee did not visit. I should add that despite the presence of
a National Party member on the committee we did not travel overseas or interstate! During
its travels the committee saw some evidence of inefficiency. The member on my right would
know all about that, I am sure! The committee also saw evidence of duplication of the
delivery of services and administration. We also saw some evidence of undenitilisation and
a lack of coordination. At the same time we saw opportunities for greater coordination and
greater efficiency. I will deal with those issues later.
The major aspect of the committee's report - and the one which will give a great sense of
relief to the people who live in the seven regional areas - is that it has not made any
recommendations for the closure of small country hospitals or nursing posts. That is not to
say that we will not be recommending some new systems which may allow for closures in
future. However, we have made a specific recommendation that no closure should take place
in future without extensive community consultation and research. Having said that, we will
not recommend the closure of specific hospitals. I now outline the reasons for that. Firstly,
when visiting the hospitals and nursing posts - we did not visit every one, but we certainly
visited a great range of them - the huge community and State investment in those facilities
became apparent. That investment has been built up over a long time, and the resources
cannot be moved around the countryside; they take the form of bricks and mortar which can
remain forever. Those resources represent an important and welcome element of
decentralisation. Every member in this House at one time or Mnother has supported the
concept of decentralisation. Not on every occasion, however, have we been able to deliver
on the promises we have made; but the country nursing posts and hospitals represent a
significant element of decentralisation. They also represent employment opportunities for a
range of people in country areas. A number of those employment opportunities are taken up
in areas which have been depressed for a considerable time. I am not convinced that the
facilitation of hospital beds in country areas cannot be done more cheaply - where it is done
efficiently - than in the city. Figures suggest that efficiently rn hospitals in country areas
can be run more cheaply and more cost effectively than those in the city. An additional and
obvious reason that we consider that country hospitals should not be closed is that they
represent parts of the medical infrastructure which are absolutely essential. If we take away
the hospitals and nursing posts we Will probably also cake away the doctors, and people will
be left without a health system of any benefit at all.
We were pleasantly surprised to see that many of the small country communities and
townships we visited were not the ghost towns we thought they might be. We discovered
that people were moving back to country areas, and that they were, by and large, retirees who
were attracted to the areas by the cheaper accommodation and housing costs. They are
people who enjoy the country style of life and who are prepared to move back to country
towns in order to live that way. In many country towns we were assured that not a large
number of houses and accommodation is available to let or for sale. On almost every
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occasion when we asked that question we were assured that people were moving back and
that the houses were occupied.
Probably the most convincing reason that the committee has not recommended the closure of
country hospitals is that country people really need chose facilities close to where they live,
close to their friends and families and close to their support groups. Lastly, I was very
impressed with the immense voluntary contribution made to the country hospitals and
nursing posts. That contribution goes unsung. It is not well known. I was not aware of it
until I went to many areas. That contribution really speaks highly of the large number of
people who run the hospitals and those who work in them.
Having said that the committee does not intend to recommend the closure of country
hospitals, I must emphasise that we have made recommendations for a significant change in
the delivery of health services and administration in small country areas. T1his change will
affect regional centres and possibly the city areas as well. To overcome the problems we
have encountered, we have recommended new structures and systems be implemented. We
hope that the jurisdictional problems between the Federal and State Governments in respect
of nursing homes and hostels for aged people will be resolved. That factor is central to the
recommendations that we make. The bickering and uncertainty in that area in the past and
currently is holding up proper reform in country areas. That reform should go ahead as
quickly as possible. It will require specific agreement between the State and Federal
Governments. It has been of some concern that during the deliberations of the committee
attempts to bring about some sort of summit to discuss these matters have been abortive. We
would also like to see agreement on standards for aged nursing accommodation; once again
that requires cooperation between the Federal and State Governments.
Our major recommendations include a much greater voice by the community and by the
consumers in the delivery of health services in country areas. In that respect, the committee
has embraced and recommended a multifunctional concept. We would like to see our
country hospitals convented over time from simply hospitals, which by and large treat acute
cases, to multifunctional health centres which treat a wider range of ills within the
community. That concept includes much wider health services located under one roof,
efficiently dealt with by a group of people cooperating with each other. Thie concept would
include acute care, nursing home beds, hospital type beds, the patients' assisted nravel
scheme, community nursing, and preventive health services; that is, an array of health
services being run by health and hospital boards. In the past the emphasis in small country
hospitals was on acute cases; this was very narrow indeed. The committee recommended
that urgent action be taken on the interface between State and Federal Governments
regarding aged patients. I will not go into that aspect at the moment as I am running out of
time.
We also recommended new structures placing emphasis on community and consumer input.
Most members would be aware that country health services in Western Australia have been
regionalised - that is, the State is broken into seven regions - directly under the control of
regional directors. The committee recomnmends that each director be advised by a regional
health advisory committee comprising the chairmen of the district hospital and health boards,
senior health service managers, consumers and service providers. We also recommend that
the functions of country hospital boards be expanded. In that respect, we embraced the
multifunctional concept, and we believe a range of functions should be carried out by health
and hospital boards. Legislation will be necessary to amend the Health Act, and we hope
that this can he done expeditiously.
We recommend that local health advisory committees be established in small country towns,
again placing emphasis on the consumer and the community. It will largely depend upon the
community to decide whether it wants to establish an advisory committee; we suggest that
many communities will do so and that the advisory committee will be attached to either the
hospital or to the nursing post. However, that does not mean that every such advisory
committee will be attached to such health facilities. We recommend the closure of some
services, such as small country hospital pharmacies, when retailers in the area can provide
adequate pharmacy services.
Ihe report dwells on Aboriginal health. The statistics are an absolute blight on this State's
record in this field, they are shocking in almost every area, and this is the biggest single
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identifiable issue in country health which must be tackled much more vigorously in the
future.
In conclusion, I thank members of the committee; I particularly thank David Robinson, the
clerk assisting the committee, for carrying out his duties in an efficient manner, and I also
thank Lynn Selepak, the committee's research officer, as in many respects the report is hers.
She did a magnificent job throughout the life of the committee. Finally, all of the many
recommendations in the report have the unanimous support of the committee.
DR TURNBULL (Collie) [3.14 pm]: I was fortunate to be the Deputy Chairman of the
Select Committee on Country Hospitals and Nursing Posts. I bad the opportunity, as the
chairman was unable to attend due to other duties, to chair a number of fascinating meetings.
The committee membership was divided fairly equally between females and males, and those
with and without medical experience, but we were united in our common objective: To
review the health needs of people in Western Australian country towns. It is opportune and
absolutely critical that this report is tabled today. This committee was born out of the great
anxiety in country Western Australia regarding bureaucratic proposals for the seasonal
closures of small country hospitals. However, although the threat of seasonal closures is not
with us at present, financial constraints pose other threats. Only last Friday an acute accident
case at Lake Grace was refused treatment by the local hospital administration, which
decision was backed up by the regional administration, and, I imagine, by the State
administration. Therefore, constraints awe converging on country area and these are due
mainly to a lack of finance. The fact that financial constraints are exerting pressures on
country areas was recognised very early in the operations of the committee, and this issue
could be addressed by directing attention to the relationship between Federal and State
Government funding.
The Select Committee operated for 18 months, throughout which time the Minister for
Health outlined to the Parliament the distinct problems in funding arrangements existing
between the Federal and State Governments. Unfortunately, we have not seen much
resolution of these problems. The committee received many submissions relating to Federal
and State Government funding. However, the committee discovered that people are doing
their own thing out in country Western Australia. These people are not worrying about
artificial barriers between the State and Federal Governments, or between certain sections of
the Health Department. People in small country hospitals and nursing posts are being
practical and are using commonsense to integrate their processes to provide the best service
possible in these towns. Unfortunately, these people face constant limitations by being told
that Federal Government funding must be directed to certain programs, or that State
Government community health services funding must not be used in a certain way.
Therefore, the direction of funding presents linmitations which creates the possibility of an
overlap and duplication of services and a waste of resources, particularly in administration.
The committee's recommendations, to which the chairman has referred, relate to
administration programs, legal constraints and many other factors, If the recommendations
could be implemented, they would go a long way toward producing a local, integrated and
well targeted hospital and health care delivery service for small country towns in Western
Australia. These towns deserve this attention. Members are aware that Western Australia
has the highest positive trade balance of this nation, and two-thirds of the State's
$12.6 billion generated every year is created in country areas. Much of that revenue is
generated in small country towns. They deserve to have health services to assist people
involved in acute accident cases; and so health services must also contain preventive
elements. Huge mining towns exist in Western Australia, and the agricultural region is vast,
extending into the pastoral regions.
People living in these areas deserve a health service which can deal with all their health
requirements including accident emergency, long term medical care, delivery of babies,
cohesion of the family unit in isolated areas and care of the aged who want to remain in
country areas. We also must tackle preventive health care for those people who turn to
alcohol and drugs in the loneliness of their situation, for children, and for adults involved in
high risk industries. The Select Committee is trying to achieve a relevant, integrated service
which is not costly. Committee members saw innovations in country hospitals such as the
orderly/gardener who is also the kitchenhand. These people do not worry about the award or
what the bureaucracy says is their job. They see a job to be done and they do it, and they
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have the capacity to do die job. It is die responsibility of health authorities in this State to
provide the nurses, doctors and allied health workers 'such as kirchenhands, assistants,
volunteers and extended care givers with the means of providing an integrated service. This
Parliament must ensure that the laws of the State allow them to do that.
The Select Committee has recommended that the role of the hospital hoard be expanded.
Not every area has a hospital board, and it is the larger towns which often do not have a
board. The Select Committee came to the view chat many people will want a hospital board.
Under the current legislation hospitals can have a board and where no board exists it can be
formed. The committee envisages an extended hospital board with an extended hospital role.
Nurses would be able to provide extended care in the community. In many small country
hospitals and nursing posts, nurses are extending their role into the community, but they need
the structure, support and finance to supply a service to people who need it, in a legal
fashion. Thie Chairman of the Select Committee said that the services could be under one
roof, and whether one calls it a hospital or a health care organisation those services will
extend beyond the boundaries of the physical hospital. The report contains many
recommendations that overlap the recommendations of other committees, such as the
Kamien report in 1984. The committee endorses the recommendation of that committee for
training to be made available to doctors to equip them to provide accident, emergency and
obstetric care as well as general practice and health delivery services. The committee is
extremely concerned and recommends strongly that nurses also have the support and training
to face the unknown health requirements of country areas.
The committee is particularly concerned with women's health issues and the tragedy that
Aboriginal women in the north west cannot have their babies in their own community. Lord
only knows why! For thousands of years Aboriginal women have been having babies in the
central desert and Kimberley and Pilbara regions, in Merredin, Kununoppin and Mukinbudin,
but for some reason certain authorities do not regard that as the correct thing to do. This
factor must be addressed. I chaired a meeting of the Select Committee in Halls Creek and a
number of Aboriginal women told the committee about women being taken to Derby to have
their babies. They were not allowed to have their babies in Halls Creek, which has four
doctors. We can look at this situation from the point of view of not only Aboriginal women
but also non-Aboriginal women. This issue is just as important for Caucasian women in
country areas. Why must these women come to Perth to have their babies? Why cannot they
have their babies in their local hospitals? The report strongly recommends the removal of
bureaucratic edicts which state that if a certain number of babies have not been born in, say.
the Narembeen or Boyup Brook hospitals in the last year there will be no more babies born
in those hospitals. The women of Western Australia want their babies born in their local
hospital. Many women want home births. Why should we stop them? We would be derelict
if we let the skills of nurses and doctors in country areas run down so that they could not give
an anaesthetic, deliver a baby or provide emergency care. Th1e committee is strongly
oriented towards ensuring the delivery of accident and emergency care and obstetric services
to people in country areas served by small country hospitals. Th1e Chairman of the Select
Committee did not have time to cover these areas but he expressed just as much concern as I
did for these factors during the meetings of the Select Committee. The recommendations of
the Select Committee are wide ranging, from the top of the bureaucracy to the very bottom.
We recognise that volunteers are the most important part of the small country hospital and
nursing post system. The largest volunteer service in Western Australia is St John
Ambulance Australia WA which is almost totally run by volunteers. The demands and stress
placed on the ambulance officers are enormous and the service is at breaking point
Everywhere committee members visited the ambulance system was kept in operation by
conducting special workshops and schools and training workshops to recruit extra volunteers.
The call-out system is fantastic with paging systems integrated throughout the local
hospitals. The ambulance transport system is top class but it is fully stretched and the
Government and the Health Department must recognise that. The St John Ambulance
Service of Western Australia, which is almost entirely voluntary in country areas, simply
cannot be called on to provide any more cover for accident and emergency cases throughout
the vast country areas of Western Australia. it must be acknowledged that the nurses and
doctors must provide back-up at the port of call of the ambulance service. A fully financed
transport system to replace nurses, hospitals and nursing posts would be more expensive than
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operating the 24 hour nursing posts and country hospitals. Anyone considering financing
these services must take that into account. The volunteer St John Ambulance services cannot
be given any more workload, That issue is covered in the report of the Select Committee on
Country H-fospitals and Nursing Posts.
The committee received 500 submissions among which were those from whole communities
and shires, and it received large petitions. It sat through many verbal presentations. It spoke
to high level bureaucrats as well as to volunteer people at the other end of the scale. As a
result the committee is aware that Western Australia must support the hospital and nursing
post system already in existence. However, it may be appropriate in some places to
rationalise and integrate services. That is why the committee has recommended in its report
that hospital boards should not only be expanded but also in appropriate cases integrated and
amalgamated in areas in which communities see that as beneficial. That is also why the
committee has recommended the introduction of community health advisory committees in
country towns which do not have nursing posts or hospitals. They would have input into the
nearest hospital and health board area which would help to integrate the services in those
areas. It is important that both Government and Opposition members from metropolitan
areas realise that we must maintain the health services to the people who earn Western
Australia its great wealth. I cannot see that country services will be maintained at any
greater cost than beds or services in the metropolitan area if they are integrated, if the
administration is reduced and streamlined, and if overlap and bureaucratic arguments
between Federal and State funding bodies do not occur.
I have thoroughly enjoyed my time on the committee. I thank the other members and the
committee's secretary, David Robinson, and the research officer, Lynn Selepak, for their
cooperation.
MR WAlTT (Albany) [3.34 pm]: I will speak briefly because the essence of what I would
have said has been well canvassed by both the chairman and deputy chairman of this
committee. I enjoyed working with the other members of the committee. Being country
members - except the member for Maylands. who was raised in the country - we all have a
fairly strong empathy with country people. Members of the committee therefore had a high
level of understanding of the problems they were trying to investigate. They also showed
considerable unanimity when decisions were made. That does not suggest that from time to
time the odd disagreement did not occur which members were unable to resolve. As has
been said, the genesis of the Select Committee was from the proposal that pans of some
hospitals in the central wheatbelt should close during the summer months as a cost cutting
measure. Understandably that proposal incurred the wrath of the citizens of those
communities. The motion was consequently moved in this Parliament to establish the Select
Committee on Country Hospitals and Nursing Posts.
To be fair, the terms of reference of the Select Committee meant different things to different
people. During the early stages of the committee, members had some difficulty interpreting
the terms of reference and in coming to grips with what was expected of them. It was also
obvious that people who made written submissions also had some difficulty with those terms
of reference. It is perhaps for that reason that, unlike some reports, this report is written
without reference to each term of reference and without its conclusions and
recommendations addressing each term of reference. The report and the recommendations
have been treated in a far more general way. The term of reference which was added on
19 March 1991 to assess the strategic position of small country hospitals and nursing posts
within the region and State health services particularly concerning emergency and primary
care services was very sensible and gave the committee much more of a complete picture to
work with in addressing the provision of services to country hospitals.
I refer to three recommendations: The first one is of primary importance in allaying the fears
of country people who, through their submissions to the committee, indicated that they were
very worried about the possibility of losing those health services or any part of them. The
committee did not recommend that any closures of country hospitals or nursig posts should
occur. That should go a considerable way towards easing the concerns of those people.
Secondly, and perhaps even more importantly in a practical sense - about which the chairman
spoke - is the recommendation to create the multifunction centres for the rationalisation of
the delivery of all forms of health care in country communities to achieve better value for
money out of obviously scarce resources. Thirdly, an area which has not been mentioned
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previously is a number of recommendations concerning the health of Aborigines. During its
travels the committee visited a number of Aboriginal communities. It was clear that the
standard of health in those areas was lower than in most other places we visited. The
committee was very concerned and, although it has made same recommendations which it
hopes will be implemented, it does not profess in any way to have provided a panacea for
Aboriginal health problems in country areas. That will take a long time to work through.
One of the recommendations related to education programs. That is the starting point from
which a long process must be followed before we can expect a significant improvement mn
Aboriginal health. Suffice to say that the committee recognised in its report that it was a
very serious problem and one that will not be easily resolved.
As was said by other speakers, the committee was impressed as it travelled throughout
country areas with the level of interest and participation in health services in all of their
forms in various country centres. It was more obvious in areas where a hospital board
operates. However, in other areas where services such as the St John Ambulance
Association exist, which requires an ongoing level of service and of training to maintain the
skills that are required, there is a high level of commitment. Service clubs and other
organisations raise money to help to equip those centres with some of the things that might
not be provided otherwise through the normal budgetary process of the Health Department.
The committee was extremely impressed with that level of contribution.
We were also impressed with the psychological value - I do not say that in any way putting
that value down - of some community facilities in remote communities. The peace of mind
those facilities give to the people living in those areas, just knowing those facilities are
available and hopefully that many of them will never have to use them, is something they
value very highly and it should not be underestimated. Certainly the committee did not
underestimate it in reaching its decision. Far more obvious is the value that is put on these
health centres in all of their various forms and the impact of those services on the local
economy. That was reflected in many of the submissions that were sent to us. As country
towns decline for a variety of reasons, the retention of health care is very important to the
local economy. However, it is particularly important as a means of either attracting or
retaining local doctors. We have heard much in recent times about the difficulty in getting
doctors to go to country areas. That was reinforced as we travelled doing the work of the
committee. Those were the three important paints that came from our travels.
The committee has made over 50 recommendations. Obviously it hopes that a majority of
those recommendations will be implemented. I am sure that if they are, they will result not
only in improved health services but in the improved efficiency of the delivery of those
services and improved efficiency in the cost of delivering them. We will never to be able to
replicate the standard of health care in the country that exists in some of the teaching
hospitals and major private hospitals in the metropolitan area. The best that we can do is to
aim to achieve the best possible compromise we can to deliver the best possible standard of
health care that we can. That has been the aim of the committee as it has deliberated.
In conclusion, I add my thanks for the work done by key members of the committee. Many
people assisted the committee in a number of ways. David Robinson, our secretary, did a
sterling job. Thie work done initially by Deboleena Gupta from the Health Department and,
latterly and for most of the commimes operations, by Lynn Selepak as the committee's
research officers was commendable. Lynn did an absolutely outstanding job, at times under
immense pressure, particularly in the later weeks of the committee's deliberations. She is
shortly to go overseas and we wish her well. I sympathise with her in the wait she has done
because she was under enormous pressure. As the chairman said, she can claim much of the
credit for the report. It was a great team effort and I amn pleased to endorse the report.
DR EDWARDS (Maylands) [3.47 pm]: As the only city member of the Select Committee
on Country Hospitals and Nursing Posts, I am pleased to speak briefly to the motion. I
would like to think that, as the only city member, I brought some balance to the committee's
deliberations. However, I had a very healthy bias towards country areas which was made
kniown to the committee throughout the sittings. That bias was brought home to me early in
the committee's deliberations. In the middle of the night in Perth, I received a telephone call
from the country area where my parents live to say that my mother was on her way to a
major teaching hospital ini an ambulance as an emergency patient I rushed to the hospital.

2542 [ASSEMBLY)



[Tuesday, 26 May 1992] 24

When I saw people whom I knew from childhood, the doctor whom I also knew for many
years as a colleague, and that my mother was still alive, I was very grateful. Throughout the
whole experience my communication with the small country hospital was much more
satisfying than the lack of communication that I had with the major teaching hospital.
Therefore, as a city member representing a city electorate. I can now appreciate some of the
difficulties faced by country people in accessing health services.
I pay tribute to the people living in country areas who are absolutely committed to the
maintenance of small country hospitals. The committee visited many of these country
hospitals. It usually arrived to be met by fears that it was a hit squad to shoot them down and
to close them. Often it took a number of hours of our talking to dhem to reach some common
ground. However, those nips were always fruitful. One of the major things that I learnt as a
member of the Select Committee was the process of decision making. Essentially, the Select
Committee was set up because, as the member for Collie said earlier, at the end of 1990, the
Health Department decided to close some hospitals in the central wheatbelt area on a
seasonal basis. When we visited that region, it was obvious that the way the decision had
been made with no consultation had irritated the people and made them very angry. In other
areas, we spoke to people who had been consulted in the deliberations about health services
and in particular about those small country hospitals. It appears that because they were given
more involvement in the decision making they had come to similar decisions as the
bureaucrats, were happy and the decision was more easily implemented.
One of the threads running through the committee's report is the need for far rater
communication with and input from the people who are utilising health services. The
recommendations that are particularly important for that to occur relate to the establishment
of local health advisory committees and1 further up the hierarchy, district health advisory
committees. If these committees were established, it would provide a greater capacity for
local people to work more closely with the Health Department to ensure that they receive a
service that better meets their needs and is morn efficient. Part of the way to achieve this
will be by increasing the scope of responsibility for these boards and committees, and the
need for that became obvious as we travelled throughout the State. There is a great need for
the health services in country areas to shift their orientation from purely hospital and medical
services and more towards health and community services. In many places this process is
occurring, and it seemed at times that same of the shifts taking place did so without central
bureaucrats necessarily being await of them. We must foster that type of change. As part of
that change we believe there should be rater integration of services, and the committee
makes recommendations with that aim. One in particular, is increased integration between
community health services and local hospitals. There also needs to be greater coordination
of services, and we allude in many parts of the report to greater coordination and integration
with home and community care services which at the moment can be quite fragmented.
Another issue we picked up on, which gets back to die opportunity for local people to make
decisions at that level, was the dissatisfaction with subregional and regional centres as
presented to those communities by the department. Often, historically and geographically
people regarded their local regional and subregional cents as different from those
designated by the department, and in all these instances the people making the decisions
should listen to the local community to find out their needs and beliefs to ensure that
decisions made by the department will be properly implemented.
I agree with the member for Albany about the very great problems facing Aboriginal people,
and the dire circumstances of Aboriginal health confronted us in many regions to which we
travelled. A continuing basic need is for improvement in the environment in which
Aboriginal people live, and in parts of the State there are still problems with nutrition, and
basic problems with food, and the provision of water and sanitation. The committee strongly
supports the concept of Aboriginal environmental health workers and urges that this program
be fully endorsed and extended. The committee also makes recommendations encouraging
local government to take up some of its responsibilities in these areas, particularly in the
provision of adequate sanitation and sewerage systems.
The committee also embraces wholeheartedly the concept of multipurpose centres and
services. The development of these services and centres will mean local needs can be better
met locally. At the moment a number of small hospitals an providing fragmented services at
high cost On the other hand, other needs, particularly with respect to allied health services,
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such as physiotherapy, are not being met in country arens. Some country people do not
receive services which are available to their city cousins, If this concept of multipurpose
centres and services were developed, a whole range of services could be provided and there
may be room to do this more efficiently. Of particular importance in this matter is the fate of
aged persons in local country communities. Currently many elderly people finish their days
in acute hospital beds in small country hospitals. This is obviously not an appropriate use of
State funded acute hospital beds, and the Commonwealth must be brought to the party to
make sure that it properly picks up its responsibilities in this area.
I endorse all the comments made by previous speakers this afternoon, but in closing I wish to
pay tribute to some people. I pay tribute to the members of the committee, in that we did a
lot of hard work. I know we considered at length mome than 500 submissions, visited many
centres and tried to listen very carefully to the comments of the local people. None of this
would have been possible without the excellent work of David Robinson who facilitated
these visits and meetings, and the superlative work of Lynn Selepak, our research officer.
The way she has brought together all the information we collated and sought is excellent. I
commend this report to the House.
MR P4. SNM (Bunbury) [3.55 pmj: Although most of the comments I wished to make
have been well and truly covered by other speakers, from necessity I must also refer to these
matters. As already stated, in our deliberations and investigations our firt problem was to
work out exactly what the terms of reference asked the committee to do. In our combined
deliberations we agreed that we would look at health from all aspects in country regions, and
particularly in smaller rural and remote areas. When we started on our tour I was most
impressed with the concerns expressed by members of the community. They saw their small
hospitals or nursing posts and the services provided by many other health workers, such as
the Royal Flying Doctor Service, St John Ambulance, and Home and Community Care, as
essential services which must be maintained in their communities. This was particularly
noticeable in areas which had! been hit by the recession and the economic downturn, and in
rural areas where the population was declining. In some of these areas the hospitals and
nursing posts were under threat, although not always as a result of the declining population.
We found that the local communities knew that it was essential - in some cases for the very
existence of the community - for the hospital or nursing post to continue operating in that
location. I was most impressed as we visited various towns and outposts by the caring staff
members who had been battling in very difficult circumstances, such as isolation, extreme
temperatures, or the poorly maintained buildings in which they were working. The staff
were all caring and dedicated people providing efficient services, the value of which far
exceeded the salaries they were paid. Concern was also expressed about centres that were
not run by Government departments. Even though it was pointed out on many occasions that
we were not empowered to investigate the Silver Chain nursing posts, people defended those
centres; and expressed their concern that they too may be closed. In our visits around the
State we noted that in many towns the medical services were diversified; for example, the
hospital might be in one area, the HACC centre in another, and a nursing home or hostel
operating in another part of the town. We felt that this often resulted in duplication of
services, and sometimes members of the community were able to work the system so that
they had access to three different medical services to get their needs tended to. The
committee recommended that multipurpose services centres should be set up in some areas,
and that the department should consult with the community about amalgamating services on
one site and redefining the use of hospitals or nursing posts so that they became community
centres. Some concern was expressed by shire councils and community groups that hospitals
and nursing posts sit major employers in small communities and are major contributors to
the economic welfare of the area, in much the same way that railways were major
contributors to small communities before they were restructured. Often the hospital is seen
as the community centre, and often in preference to the shire council offices or the town hall.
I was interested in some of the statements that we have quoted in our report. The Great
Southern Development Akuthority stated that, "It should be noted that the hospitals and their
staff are major economic contributors to small country towns. Usually they are one of the
major employers, particularly of women, and there ane strong equity arguments for
maintaining such services, even if after superficial analysis they appear costly.' We looked
not only at health costs but also at the economic and employer costs to a community. In fact,
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many communities rely on their hospital for their continued existence. I was impressed by
the voluntary contribution of many people in the community to their hospitals and nursing
posts. I refer in particular to the members of the hospital boards, the members of St John
Ambulance, the people who provide services, the women's groups, the community groups
and the fundraising comfort groups.
Several members mentioned Aboriginal health. I taught in Derby in 1969, and when I
returnied to Fitzroy Crossing and to places like Kalumburu and Jigalang it concerned me that
it appeared that not much progress had been made in the last 30 years in the area of
Aboriginal health. I know that is not so, and certainly once we started totalk todthe
Aboriginal people we realised that a large amount of money and services had gone into
Aboriginal health.
Mr Bradshaw: Do you not think that to some extent they need to lift their own rating and to
look after themselves?
Mr PJ. SMrI: The member for Wellington will see that the report deals with that matter
and that 11 of the committee's recommendations relate specifically to Aboriginal health.
The committee looked not just at small country hospitals but also at communities and at their
specific problems. Aboriginal health impacts on many hospitals anid nursing posts
throughout the State, not just in isolated communities like Jigalong but also in the great
southern, the northern wheatbelt and the inland, because Aboriginal people comprise a
substantial part of the populations and hospital admittances in those areas. We found that
dedicated, professional people were working under difficult and tryig circumnstances in
those areas and were battling the same problem that we have as legislators - namely, the lack
of money and facilities - to help Aboriginal people to maintain their traditional way of life
while at the same time integrating into the white society. Other committee members have
mentioned the problems of inadequate food, water, sewerage and sanitation. Even though
much assistance is provided by environmental health workers, and we were impressed by
their work, major changes are still required.
The committee recommended two major changes: Firstly, integrating the health services
about which I have spoken; and, secondly, expanding the role of hospital boards so that they
look after a particular area. Members will know that at present in small country hospitals,
very dedicated people are providing a tremendous service as hospital boards under the Health
Act Those people are basically in charge of the hospital and examine all of the decisions
that are made. The problem is that throughout the State, administrators often look after two
to thre small hospitals, and the directors of nursing are also involved in those same
hospitals. The committee believes that hospital boards should be expanded to become
district hospital and health boards and to look after a collection of hospitals. Each
community would establish its own local health advisory committee, which would feed into
the district hospital and health board to give it advice, and would be involved in the process
of looking after the health of the community. The member for Maylands referred to a
regional health advisory committee; that is also mentioned in the report.
Coupled with all of this is the need for consultation. All committee members mentioned the
fact that it was necessary to do something about the declining numbers and budgets in some
areas, and to economise, and that panic was created when there was no consultation about
what seemed to be an easy or an official way to go about handing that problem. We
recommended, therefore, that there be close consultation at every step of the way before
changes are made.
1, like the other members of the committee, would like to thank the people who assisted us in
our long, difficult but very enjoyable task. I enjoyed the experience of learning about the
health of Western Australians, because we coveted one end of the State to the other and met
many wonderful, hard working people. I thank those people who made written submissions.
and also those who took the time to make oral submissions and to speak to us, sometimes
with some anxiety, about their problems, and to show us at first hand what they were talking
about the work they were doing, and the problems they had. I thank the regional health
managers and their staff, who went out of their way not just to provide us with statistics but
also to show us around and to take us to their hospitals and towns and to make our job more
interesting and informative. I thank the parliamentary officers, David Robinson, Keith
Kendrick and Kirsten Williams; the research people, such as Keith Hair; and the people who

2545



2546 [ASSEMBLY]

went to great difficulty to type up our report. I always feel worry for people, even though
they are being paid to do it, when they have to retype pages that have been typed and set up
to print and have to change die numbering on pages. etc. I would like to thank Mrs Gerda
Slany and Mrs Patricia Roach for their efforts. I thank the people from the Health
Department for keeping us up to date with what was going on, in particular Deboceena Gupta
and Lynn Selepak, who did a marvellous job. Lynn Selepak kept a finger on the pulse, knew
what was going on, and was able to refer us to the specific references that we needed out of
the 500 or so submissions that we had so that we could quote what people had said. She also
had a great knowledge of the work of the Health Department and of its principles, and made
our job much easier. I support die printing of this report.
Question put and passed
[See papers Nos 151-154.)

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS (WESTERN AUSTRALIA) BILL
WESTERN AUSTRALIAN FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS AUTHORITY DILL

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS (TAXING) BILL
Cognate Debate

DR LAWRENCE (Glendalough - Treasurer) 14.08 pm]: I move -

That leave be granted for the second reading of these Hills to be dealt with cognately.
At a conference of Premiers and Chief Ministers held in Adelaide on 21 and 22 November
1991, State and Territory heads of Government signed die Financial Institutions Agreement
to establish a uniform national scheme for the supervision and regulation of building
societies and credit unions. The scheme outlined in the Financial Institutions Agreement is
designed to protect and enhance the financial integrity and efficiency of Snat-based financial
institutions. Although initially the scheme will cover permanent building societies and credit
unions, there is provision for the scheme to be extended to other non-bank financial
institutions with the unanimous agreement of all parties to the Financial Institutions
Agreement. The scheme is scheduled to commence nationally on I July 1992. The
implementation of the scheme in Western Australia requires thre Bills: The Financial
Institutions (Western Austrlia) Bill, the Western Australian Financial Institutions Authority
Bill, and the Financial Institutions (Taxing) Bill. I will deal with each of these BIS
separately, although each is an integral part of the scheme.
Question put and passed.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS (WESTERN AUSTRALIA) BILL
Second Reading

DR LAWRENCE (Glendalough - Treasurer) [4. 10 pm]: I move -

That the Bill be now read a second time.
The Financial Institutions (Western Australia) Bill will apply as laws of Western Australia -

the Austrlian Financial Institutions Code contained in the Australian Financial
Institutions Commission Act 1992 of Queensland-,
the Financial Institutions Code contained in the Financial Institutions (Queensland)
Act; and
regulations made under those Queensland Acts.

The Bill provides that subsequent amendments to the relevant Queensland Acts and
regulations may be applied in Western Austrlia by way of regulations. Any amendments to
the relevant Queensland Acts and regulations must be approved by the Ministerial Council.
The Bill will repeal the Credit Unions Act 1979, except in relation to the WA Teachers
Financial Society Limited, and provides that the Building Societies Act 1976 will cease to
apply to permanent building societies. Terminating building societies will continue to be
subject to the Building Societies Act. The Building Societies Act will also continue to apply
to the Permanent Building Society (in liquidation).
The Bill also contains a number of transitional provisions to ensure, as far as possible, a
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smooth transfer from the existing administration to the new financial institutions scheme.
The legislative framework established by the Binl comprises -

the AFIC code;
the Financial Institutions Code;
regulations made pursuant to those two codes; and
prudential and other standards.

This legislative framework provides for the establishment of a Ministerial Council and
Australian Financial Institutions Commission - ARIC; a State supervisory authority in each
State and Territory; and an interstate consultative committee.
The Ministerial Council for Financial Institutions comprises one member representing one
participating State and Territory who is the Minister for the time being responsible for
administering the law relating to supervision of financial institutions in that State or
Territory. The functions of the council include approval of legislation and any amendments,
appointment of the Board of AFIC, approval of the ABIC budget and general oversight of the
scheme.
AFIC is established under the Queensland legislation as a body corporate. ABIC will be
independent of direction by or on behalf of the Ministerial Council or any Government and
the members of the board of ABIC may not hold an office or appointment with a financial
institution.
The roles of ABIC and the SSAs are complementary but have been carefully designed to
ensure that there is no uncertainty through overlap or gaps in responsibility between the two
organisations. ABIC has been given wide ranging powers to make prudential and other
standards to be observed by financial institutions. The standards are an important part of the
supervisory framework and I will come back to them later.
To ensure that the legislation, supervisory practices and enforcement of the financial
institutions scheme are applied consistently in all States and Territories, ABIC may make
standards to apply to SSAs. To give some "teeth" to ABIC in relation to such matters, part 8
of the ABIC code sets out a procedure for ABIC to take in relation to matters in dispute
between it and a State supervisory authority. After consultation with the SSA and taking into
account any views of the SSA on its apparent failure to do its duty, AFIC may, until it is
satisfied, take the matter firstly to the State Minister, then to the Ministerial Council and then
to the State Premier. Under the Bill the Premier must provide a response within 14 days
which is satisfactory to ABIC or the Premier must table the ABIC report in each House of
Parliament.
Although ARIC does not exercise direct supervision of credit unions or building societies it is
responsible for supervision of special services providers. Special services providers are
industry owned financial bodies which are to be incorporated under the ABIC code. These
industry bodies hold over $700 million of the liquid assets of component credit unions and it
is vital that they be effectively supervised. The other major function of ABIC is to authorise
emergency liquidity support within the two industry sectors. AFIC may make standards with
respect to a wide range of matters that the board considers necessary or desirable for the
achievement of the principal objects of the financial institutions scheme. Guidelines to ABIC
on expected minimum standards were included in the Financial Institutions Agreement
endorsed by heads of Government. ABIC is not confined only to those guidelines. Before
making a standard or altering an existing standard ABIC must itself observe procedures
designed to ensure that there is proper exposure and opportunity to debate the proposal. A
minimum of 60 days' notice of any proposed standard is to be given to each SSA and to the
public through the Governent Gazette and newspaper advertisements. The notices must
explain succinctly the purpose and intended operation of the proposal. The notices must
invite comments and suggestions. The comments and suggestions are to be made available
to the public via ABIC and SSA offices. Any person or interested party may make a
submission. A member, a society, a State supervisory authority, the interstate consultative
committee, the Minister, the Ministerial Council or any Government may do so. However,
AFIC can, if it chooses, ignore such submissions and suggestions, If it determines that it is
necessary because of urgent reasons, ARIC may publish a standard without following the
normal 60 day exposure process but such urgent orders may only have effect for up to
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120 days. Standards may include transitional provisions but must not discriminate between
financial institutions on the grounds of their connections with particular States.
A steering committee has been working on compiling a draft set of standards for exposure as
the initial standards to apply under the scheme. The committee was chosen to bring together
a wide range of expertise in finance, law, audit, supervision, building societies, credit unions
and risk management. The committee is compiling, in consultation with the implementation
task force, societies and industry groups, guidelines and standards appropriate to each tier of
the financial institutions system, namely the AFIC board, the State supervisory authorities,
building societies, credit unions, and special services providers and service corporations.
Building societies and credit unions have been consulted with regard to standards directed at
those organisations. The standards are based on Reserve Bank prudential requirements and
include a risk weighted capital adequacy requirement, a prime liquid assets requirement,
limitations on large exposures. control over subsidiaries, and a range of risk management
systems. The standards will significantly enhance the prudential standing of the industry and
provide a solid base for future development of the industry. Under the AFIC code and the
financial institutions code the SSA has powers of enforcement and intervention to direct
societies to comply with applicable standards or make an orderly exit from the industry by
transferring engagements, conversion or winding up. The draft standards envisage that a
transitional period of up to two years will be allowed to adjust to the new arrangements.
Progress towards particular standards will have to meet a minimum adjustment path that will
be set by the SSA and monitored constantly. AFIC will consult with the SSA over the
adjustment paths in order to ensure consistency across the nation. Credit unions or building
societies which fail to meet the standards will be required to provide details of their plans to
comply. These plans will be discussed with the relevant SSA in formulating transitional
targets. This process is to be completed for all institutions no later than 31 December 1992.
Failure to meet the set targets on progression will be viewed as failure to meet the prudential
standards themselves and will be grounds for placing an institution under direction. Until the
SSA is satisfied that an institution is in full compliance with all prudential standards, its
lending activities will be restricted to business defined under primary objectives. Under part
6 of the AFIC code, AFIC will have the power to cause -
(a) building societies to provide liquidity support on a pro rata basis to a building society

in an emergency situation; and
(b) credit unions to provide liquidity support on a pro rat basis to a credit union in an

emergency situation.
Before AFIC may make a determination that liquidity support is necessary ABIC must satisfy
itself that the borrowing society is solvent and that it has a reasonable prospect of repaying
any loan made for the purpose of liquidity support To ensure that such arrngements can be
made at any time, every building society and credit union will be required to have available
to ABIC half of its required prime liquid assets to lend and to identify assets which are to be
retained unencumbered for the purpose of providing security for a loan if liquidity support
needs to be provided to that society. ABIC has a general brief to encourage special services
providers to assist it in delivering liquidity support to societies. ARIC is required to have its
annual budget approved by the Ministerial Council. It must consult widely with the industry
in formulating that budget. The financial institutions scheme is a State based scheme. Hands
on supervision of societies is to be done at the State level by a State supervisory authority.
The structure and organisation of individual SSAs is a matter for each State and Territory.
The Western Australian SSA is the subject of the second eml in this package, the Western
Australian Financial Institutions Authority Bill. I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Bradshaw.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS AUTHORITY BILL

Second Reading
DR LAWRENCE (Glendalough - Treasurer) (4.19 pm]: I move -

That the eml be now read a second time.
In Western Australia the functions of the State supervisory authority will be performed by
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the Western Australian Financial Institutions Authority. The Bill establishes the authority as
a body corporate. In relation to permanent building societies and credit unions, the authority
will replace the office of the Registrar of Co-operative and Financial Institutions. The
principal fuinction of the authority will be to carry out day to day supervision of permanent
building societies and credit unions, industry associations and declared service corporations,
and to enforce the financial institutions scheme.
In carrying out its functions the authority will have all the powers of a natural person. The
authority will also manage the credit union contingency fund. This fund will replace the
existing credit unions savings protection fund and will be used primarily to assist, where
necessary, with inter and intra State rationallisation of the credit union industry. The
authority will be fuinded by levies on the industry; however, the Government will contribute
to the authority's establishment costs.
The authority is expressly independent of Government and the Ministerial Council and it
must comply with the provisions of the Financial Institutions Agreement. The authority will
have a board of three part time directors, each of whom shall be appointed by the Minister.
The authority will also have a chief executive officer who will be appointed by the board,
and such other staff as shall be necessary. The directors and the chief executive officer may
be appointed for a term not exceeding five years. Consistent with the requirement that each
State supervisory authority be independent from the industry, no person who holds an office
or appointment with a financial institution may be appointed as a director or chief executive
officer of the authority. Subject only to any existing award or industrial agreement the terms
and conditions of employment of staff of the authority will be fixed by the authority. The
authority will be authorised to enter into staffing arrangements with any State department or
organisation and with any Commonwealth or other State or Territory organisations. The
authority will also be able to engage consultants.
To help ensure that the authority and its staff remain independent from the industry and to
avoid any real or perceived conflicts of interest, neither a director, the chief executive officer
nor any employee of the authority may have any financial dealings, including deposits or
loans, with a building society or credit union. The directors, chief executive officer, and staff
of the authority will be required to act honestly in the performance of their duties. The
liabilities imposed are based on provisions of the Corporations Law dealing with directors'
duties. The authority will be subject to both the Financial Administration and Audit Act
1985 and the Parliamentary Commission Act 1971.
I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Bradshaw.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS (TAXING) BILL
Second Reading

DR LAWRENCE (Glendalough - Treasurer) [4.23 pm]: I move -

That the Bill be now read a second dine.
The Financial Institutions (Taxing) Bill is the third and final Bill in this package and will
satisfy the requirements of the Constitution Acts Amendment Act. The Financial Institutions
Code provides for the imposition of a variety of levies, fees, contributions and compulsory
loans by the SSAs. The Financial Institutions (Taxing) Bill provides that to the extent that
any of these financial impositions are taxes they are imposed by that Bill. I commend the
Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Bradshaw.

CHIROPRACTORS AND OSTEOPATHS REGISTRATION BILL
Second Reading

MR WILSON (Dianella - Minister for Health) (4.25 pm]: I move -
That the Bill be now read a second time.

The Chiropractors Act 1964 is one of 10 health registration Acts which have been subject to
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review in recent years. The review of all registration Acts was first initiated in November
1987 by the then Minister, Hon Ian Taylor. The main objective in introducing this Bill is to
provide a number of legislative reforms and to update the regulation of chiropractors and
provide for the first time in Western Australia for the regulation of osteopaths. The decision
to regulate osteopaths will bring this State into line with other Australian States and
Territories and ensure the provision of qualified services in the community. The proposed
framework for regulating osteopaths has been prepared following extensive consultation with
the major professional associations concerned. The proposed changes to the legislation are
substantial and have warranted the drafting of a new Act. This Bill will replace the
Chiropractors Act. The introduction of a new Act will provide an accessible reference for
those who administer and use it.
The tidle of the Bill reflects the categories of health practitioners that the Bill will regulate.
Similarly, amendments to the composition of the Chiropractors Registration Board will
broaden the representation on the board and provide for an osteopath. This will bring
Western Ausnraia into line with other States and Territories. Part 1 of the Bill sets out the
objects of the legislation, which are: To promote skills among chiropractors and osteopaths,
to maintain education standards, and to regulate and promote safe practice. Part 2 of the Bill
establishes a new chiropractors and osteopaths board which will have eight members, four of
whom will be appointed by the Minister. The remaining members will be representative of
the chiropractic or osteopathy professions. Express provision is made for a consumer
representative. This link with the community expresses the recognition by the chiropractic
and osteopathic professions of their responsibilities to consumers and the community in
which they practise. Two new statutory committees will be provided for in this part. The
registration review committee will be responsible primarily for examining issues related to
qualification requirements. The professional standards committee will be responsible for
conducting inquiries related to a chiropractor's or osteopath's professional conduct. Both
committees will also be empowered to carry out research and investigate any matter on their
own initiative or referred to them by the board.
Part 3 of the Bill seeks to update and modernise the present registration requirements. The
main features in the registration provisions ame -

(1) Portability of registration will be given to chiropractors and osteopaths registered in
another State or Territory. This new provision is important for the implementation of
mutual recognition of qualifications between Australian States. The principle of
mutual recognition of occupations has been agreed to at the Federal level by all Stare
Premiers.

(2) A chiropractor or osteopath who has not practised within five years will be required
to advise the board and undertake a refresher course approved by the board.

(3) The board will be able to grant temporary registration to persons who are in the State
for a short time; for instance, where an eminent person is invited to teach in Western
Australia or for practitioners who do not require full registration.

(4) The board will be able to grant provisional registration to chiropractors and
osteopaths who are either awaiting documents verifying their qualifications or who
are required to undertake a course of training or study in order to attain full
registration status.

In addition, part 3 of the Bill now provides for the registration of osteopaths- it is intended
that osteopaths who have a qualification recognised by the Australian Osteopathic
Association or the Australasian Council of Chiropractic and Osteopathic Education and have
successfully completed an examination conducted by the Phillip Institute of Technology or
an equivalent examination will be granted registration. Appropriate rules and regulations
will be made to give effect to these proposals. The Bill will also provide that osteopaths who
are not eligible or who do nor seek registration but who can demonstrate that their primary
income for the last five years has been derived from osteopathy will be eligible to practise
and use the tide "osteopath" under the Act without comnmitting an offence.
Pan 4 of the Bill streamlines the administration of the board and incorporates the
recommendations made by the Burt Commission on Accountability. As a self-regulatory
authority the board will continue to be able to appoint its own staff and be responsible for its

2550 [ASSEMBLY]



[Tuesday, 26 May 1992] 25

own finances. To ensure proper financial administration all accounts will be audited once a
year with a formal report ro be submitted to Parliament within 14 days alter the report has
been delivered to the Minister. The annual report must be delivered to the Minister on or
before 31 December each year. T1he tabling of the annual report in this way better informs
the community on the direction of the profession and is an additional mechanism of
accountability.
Under the new disciplinary procedures in part 5 of the Bill, the Chiropractors and Osteopaths
Registration Board will be empowered to dismiss matters of professional misconduct, to
refer matters of professional misconduct to a professional standards committee or to direct a
chiropractor or osteopath who is the subject of a complaint to attend for counselling. A
statutory committee, the health committee, is to be established to deal with complaints
relating to a practitioner's health which may be adversely affecting his ability to practise.
The purpose of this committee is to distinguish illness from general misconduct. The
existing disciplinary provisions were enacted a number of years ago and experience has
indicated that they are, in some instances, unclear and inadequate. The Bill will remove
these shortcomings and will bring the control of discipline more into line with that in other
jurisdictions, and ensure that the principles of accountability, fairness and natural justice are
present.
The new Act will have two separate procedures available for dealing with disciplinary
matters. The board may initiate action when it receives a complaint or when it believes
cause for concern exists in relation to breaches of professional standards. The firs: option
that it has is to conduct an investigation. An investigator will be appointed by the board and
will be responsible for investigating all disciplinary matters referred by the board. The
investigators will report to the board which may act on his or her findings by dismissing the
allegation, or ordering a formal inquiry, or reaching a decision as to a penalty with the
agreement of the person being investigated. The second option will be to proceed directly by
way of formal inquiry conducted by the professional standards committee. A formal inquiry
can also be set up on receipt of a complaint, or raising of a matter of concern and following
an investigation a: the initiation of the person to whom a complain: relates, or on the
direction of the board. The committee will not be able to suspend a chiropractor's or
osteopath's registration unless a formal inquiry is held. Where no formal inquiry is held the
powers of the committee will be restricted to imposing conditions on registration, censure
and a pecuniary penalty not exceeding $2 500. The formal inquiry will have to folow the
rules of natural justice and give the practitioner the right to be heard and be represented.
Two new provisions include providing for the dismissal of a complain: and the exoneration
of a chiropractor or osteopath and empowering the board to suspend a practitioner pending
the outcome of a fornal inquiry. The latter sanction will be invoked only where potential
harm to the public may arise if the person continued to practise. I emphasise that these
powers are not intended to be punitive but to give the Chiropractors and Osteopaths
Registration Board a number of alternatives in the interests of a practitioner and the
community rather than taking the extreme step of putting the chiropractor's or osteopath's
registration in jeopardy. At all stages of a disciplinary procedure the principles of natural
justice are emphasised to achieve this objective. The offence provisions in the Bill are set
out in pant 3. They include engaging in the practice of chiropractic or osteopathy without the
appropriate qualifications, unlawfully using the tide "chiropractor" or "osteopath", and
fraudulently procuring registrations and employing or being employed as a chiropractor or
osteopath without registration. The penalties for these offences reflect the severity of dhe
offences. This will bring the legislation into line with other Australian States. An exemption
from the provisions of the Act is provided for registered medical practitioners and
physiotherapists. TIhis is the samte as at present.
Finally, provision will be made under the new Act for chiropractors and osteopaths to
advertise and incorporate their services. This will enable the board to set a prescribed
standard for advertising and give it control over the registration of bodies corporate. Overall,
this legislation will enhance the ability of the Chiropractors and Osteopaths Registration
Board to exercise proper control over the profession as well as provide adequate protection
for the communty Accordingly, I commend this Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Bradshaw.
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ROAD TRAFFIC AMENDMIENT BILL
Second Reading

MIRS BEGGS (Whitford - inister for Transport) [4.33 pm]: I move -

Thai the Bill be now read a second time.
Dwring 1990-91 the Government, as part of its road safety strategy, attempted to introduce an
across the board blood alcohol limit of 0.05 per cent aimed at reducing the number of drinik
driving related deaths and injuries on Western Australian woads. The proposal met with
strong resistance from Opposition members of the Legislative Council who saw fit, by
amendment, to apply the 0.05 level only to those people under the age of 21 years. The
subsequent Bill in the form reported to this House on 22 October 1991 was far from
acceptable to the Government and was allowed to lapse. This Bill seeks to readdress this
issue, as forecast in the Governor's Speech during the opening of Parliament on 12 March.
Before dealing with the main thrust of the legislation I will outline some of the other changes
included in the Bill which address anomalies regarding the application of the 0.02 per cent
blood alcohol limit regulations. Contained in the Bill is provision for the 0.02 per cent
offence to apply to persons holding learners' permits and to those who have never held a
licence or who, if issued with a licence, would receive a probationary licence. It is necessary
to ensure that the 0.02 limit is not inadvertently applied to drivers who have held a motor
driver's licence for more than 12 months or who may, for example, be found driving under
suspension. It is also important that where a probationary licence is suspended and cancelled
the driver remains subject to the 0.02 limit. Probationary licences remain in effect for one
year and this legislation does not seek to change that.
The main intent of the Bill, is to pursue the introduction in this State of a 0.05 blood alcohol
limit for motorists. It is the Government's firm intention that this limit should apply to all
drivens. The Government is not prepared to merely target the novice or young driver. A
40 year old motorist is just as dangerous to other road users after consuming too much
alcohol as is a driver in his or her late teens. It is the Government's view, and one shared by
traffic police, that the risks associated with drinking and driving do not conveniently
diminish with age. The Bill before the House provides for a 0.05 blood alcohol content
offence to be dealt with by way of an infringement notice, with no automatic loss of licence.
It was originally intended to impose a rmne of $200 and a loss of six demerit points. This was
considered sufficient to alert offenders to the fact that any subsequent 0.05 offence may
result in a three month disqualification of his or her licence by way of the demerit point
system. However in the interest of achieving a bipartisan approach to 0.05, the Minister for
Police has agreed to a compromise, and the modified penalty will now consist of a fine of
$100 and the loss of four demerit points. Thtis is reflected in the Bill by a $500 maximum
penalty.
The Government is aware that the reintroduction of legislation for a 0.05 BAC limit will be
unpopular in some area. For that reason the Minister has agreed to a 12 month period of
grace. This will provide motorists a reasonable period in which to become aware of the new
provisions and to modify their drinking and driving. The Government is encouraged by the
strong support it has received from responsible organisations in our community, including
the police, State Emergency Service workers, the Royal Automobile Club of WA, the
Aumtrlian Medical Association, other distinguished medical bodies such as the Royal
College of Surgeons and, we believe, the majority of people in this State, as evidenced by the
latest Westpoll published recently in The West Ausiralian. The Westpoll results were very
similar to polls conducted about 18 months ago showing that about 71 per cent of city people
and 67 per cent of country people now support a reduction from 0.08 to 0.05 in BAG. In
addition to public support, ample evidence is available for the Government - and the
Opposition - to justify a tougher attitude by Parliament to drinking drivers. Experience in
other States and the Australian Capital Territory has shown that the introduction of a 0.05
BAC has decreased markedly the incidence of driving under the influence. In effect, people
have become more aware of their drinking and duiving habits and have moderated their
alcohol intake accordingly. In essence, the real issue before the House today is not whether
the legislation restricts unfairly the rights of individuals in relation to drinking and driving
but whether it meets community concerns about road safety; in particular, the obligation of
this State's legislators to find ways of reducing the incidence of drink-driving related deaths
and injuries.
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The Legislative Council's Standing Committee on Legislation reported in December 1990
that, "After hearing from statisticians supporting both sides of the argument, the committee
reached the consensus that the statistical evidence did not support a lower BAC. Any
decision on this matter would therefore need to be a political one and should be taken in the
interest of the greater community good." It may be convenient to disregard the evidence of
the National Centre for Research into the Prevention of Drug Abuse, which states that the
adoption of a 0.05 BAC is entirely consistent with scientific evidence currently available. It
may be convenient to ignore die evidence of Dr Ross Home), a researcer at Macquarie
University, who states that the introduction of a 0.05 BAC in New South Wales led to a
13 per cent decrease in Saturday fatalities prior to the introduction of random breath testing
in that State. It may also be convenient to disregard the results of Dr Peter Cairney of the
Australian Road Research Board, who discovered that the risk of crashing at 0.05 BAC is
double that at zero per cent BAC and that the risk doubles again at 0.08 BAC. However,
what cannot be ignored is the latest evidence available to us through a report released last
month by the Federal Office of Road Safety in Canberra. That data was collated over a
12 month period and reveals that since the introduction of 0.05 in the Australian Capital
Territory in January last year, there has been further evidence that the lower SAC limit has
reduced significantly the number of drinking drivers at the serious end of the scale.
Statistics from random breath testing for the 12 months since a 0.05 BAC was introduced
show that drink-driving a: the 0.10 BAC level decreased 26 per cent compared with 1990.
At blood alcohol levels above 0. 15 - and we are talking about drivens who are well and truly
drunk - the reduction was 41 per cent. The most startling result was in the category in which
we would probably put the Rambo driver - those with a death wish for themselves and other
road users1 and a blood alcohol level above 0.20 - where the reduction was an amazing
58 per cent. The results showed also a massive reduction in the number of drivers with blood
alcohol levels between 0.05 and 0.08: From 363 cases per 10 000 tested in 1990 to 34 in
1991. On the strength of this evidence alone, a responsible Government is. in my view,
compelled to introduce legislation to achieve 0.05, and a responsible Opposition is compelled
to support it
'he Legislative Council's Standing Committee on Legislation said that any decision taken on
0.05 would need to be a political one taken in the interests of the greater community good.
The Government has made that decision in the interests of all Western Australian road users.
Last year 33 per cent of all motor vehicle deaths involved adrinking driver with a blood
alcohol level above 0.08. It has been suggested by Hon Reg Davies, and supported by the
Minister for Police and Opposition members, that this Parliament should take a more active
interest in road safety measures and set up a Joint Standing Committee on road safety. The
Government welcomes such a bipartisan approach to this important issue.
In presenting this Bill, I urge members opposite to continue their bipartisan approach and to
join the Government in its efforts to reduce road carnage by putting politics aside and
making a decision in the interests of that "greater community good". I commend the Bill to
the House with pleasure.
Debate adjoirned, on motion by Mr Bradshaw.

PARLIAM[ENTARY AND ELECTORATE STAFF (EMPLOYMENT) DILL 1991
Second Readng

M[RS HENDERSON CThomlie - Minister for Productivity and Labour Relations)
[4.41 pm]: I move -

That the Bill be now read a second time.
The principal purpose of this Bill is to identify, for the purposes of employment
responsibilities, an employer of employees at Parliament House and of electorate officers. In
achieving that purpose the Government can then proclaim art earlier amendment to the
Industrial Relations Act, the effect of which will be to allow these employees ful access to
the Industrial Relations Commission. The need for such legislation became apparent during
negotiations with a number of unions over await coverage for these employees. The identity
of the employer for the purposes of the negotiations was unclear at law and subsequent
advice from the Cown Law Department was that legislation was needed to clarify the
matter.
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The application for award coverage followed a decision of this Parliament in 1987 to widen
the jurisdiction of the Industrial Relations Commission to enable it to hear claims by
employees at Parliament House and electorate officers relating to disciplinary matters,
dismissal and suspension from duty. The legislation before the House achieves a simple, but
important, objective and its enactment will allow proclamation of the earlier amendment to
the Industrial Relations Act.
This Bill identifies the Speaker of this House, acting on the recommendation of the Clerk, as
the employer of all. employees in the legislative Assembly. The Speaker, acting on the
recommendation of the Director General of the Ministry of the Premier and Cabinet, will
also be the employer of all electorate officers who work for members of the Legislative
Assembly. The President of the Legislative Council, acting on the recommendation of the
Clerk of the Legislative Council, will be the employer of all employees in the Legislative
Council. Similarly, the President will be the employer of all electorate officers working for
members of the Legislative Council. In respect of all other employees at Parliament House
the Speaker and the President jointly will, when acting on the recommendation of the
Parliamentary Librarian, the Chief Hansard Reporter or the Executive Officer, Joint House,
be the employer. The Bill contains a provision which empowers the President or the Speaker
to delegate to the departmental head any functions or powers conferred on them by the Act.
Such delegation is discretionary. For the purposes of proceeding before the Industrial
Relations Commission, the person who appears on behalf of the Speaker or the President is
the permanent head of the department to which the particular matter refers. Provision has
also been made to allow the permanent head to be represented by an agent, such as the
Department of Productivity and Labour Relations. Members will note that the Presiding
Officers are not the employer of either of the Clerks or the Deputy Clerks. That is so
because each is appointed by warrant of the Governor, upon the recommendation of the
Presiding Officer, and the Government does not intend, or desire, to alter those longstanding
arrangements.
This Bill is the product of a consultation process which has involved the staff directly
concerned and their relevant unions, the Public Service Commission, the Ministry of the
Premier and Cabinet and the Presiding Officers. It represents the first step in a process
which is intended by the Presiding Officers to include a review of the Joint House
Committee structure so that the administrative ann of the Parliament is able to respond
appropriately to changing priorities. Given the Government's earnest desire to proclaim the
earlier amendment to die Industrial Relations Act to grant these employees access to the
Industrial Relations Commission and the support of the parties directly concerned by the
legislation, I seek members' support in addressing this Bill at the earliest opportunity. I
commend the Bill to the Rouse.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Bradshaw.

GOVERNOR'S ESTABLISHMENT BILL 1991
Second Reading

MRS HENDERSON (Thornlie - Minister for Productivity and Labour Relations)
[4.44 pm]: I move -

That the Bill be now read a second time.
The principal purpose of this Bill is to identify, for the purposes of employment
responsibilities, His Excellency the Governor as the employer of employees on the
Governor's establishment. This Bill mirrors substantially the provisions contained in the
Parliamentary and Electorate Staff (Employment) Bill 1991. Enactment of this legislation
will also allow proclamation of an amendment to the Industrial Relations Act which will
grant employees on the Governor's establishment access to the Industrial Relations
Commission. The need for separate legislation in respect of employees on the Governor's
establishment arises as a consequence of the needs to acknowledge the principle of
separation of power between the Executive and the legislative arms of the Government
Therefore, it was inappropriate to have these employees under the Parliamentary and
Electorate Staff (Employment) Bill 1991. This view is supported by the Parliamentary
Counsel's office.
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With respect to the particular provisions of dhe Bill, clause 6 provides for His Excellency to
make arrangements with other public sector agencies concerning the servces of officers not
in the employ of His Excellency but who, by agreement with another employer, may be
released to work at the Governor's establishment for specified periods of time. This
provision allows the Governor to arrange for public servants to be seconded to work at the
Governor's establishment.
Puruant to clause 9, Is Excellency may delegate any or all of the functions or powers
conferred under the Act to the official secretary. Further, the official secretary, or the official
secretary's agent, will be the person who represents His Excellency in proceedings before the
Industrial Relations Commission.
Extensive consultations with is Excellency the Governor and the Ministry of the Premier
and Cabinet have taken place over this Bill. As well, officers from the Public Service
Commission, the Deparment of Productivity and Labour Relations and the Civil Service
Association have been involved in those discussions. I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Bradshaw.

ACTS AMENDMENT (PARLIAMENTARY, ELECTORATE AND
GUBERNATORIAL STAFF) BILL 1991

Second Reading

MRS HENDERSON (Thomnlie - Minister for Productivity and Labour Relations)
[4.47 pm]: I move -

That the Bill be now read a second time.
This Bill primarily effects a number of changes to other Acts as a consequence of the
changed identity of the employer of employees at Parliament House, electorate officers and
employees on the Governor's establishment. Additionally, the Bill further amends the
Industrial Relations Act in a number of areas.
Following consultation with the Civil Service Association, the Government has agreed that
salaried staff who currently enjoy broad Public Service conditions of employment should
have disciplinary and related appeals dealt with by the Public Service arbitrator. The
Government has also agreed that salaried staff should have access to the classification appeal
process available to public sector employees generally. These amendments both improve on,
and assist to achieve, this Government's objective of ensuring industrial fairness and equity
of access. In this respect the Bill contains a further provision which prants a right of appeal
to former salaried employees who, but for the delayed proclamation of the amendment to the
Industrial Relations Act, would have been able to lodge an application relating to a dismissal
or to a disciplinary matter. T'he provision will expire 90 days from the date of proclamation
of the amendment to the Industrial Relations Act This will address any matter that a former
employee wishes to raise with the Industrial Relations Commission. I commend the Bill to
the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Bradshaw.

SUPPLY BILL
Second Reading

Debate resumed from 7 May.
MR COURT (Nedlands - Leader of the Opposition) [4.49 pm]: The Supply Bill is required
to approve dhe funds for the running of the Government until the passing of the next State
Budget. The Bill will enable $3 100 million to be authorised by this Parliament for the
running of the State. The whole question of the management of the State's finances: has been
very high on the political agenda for some years; in fact, for most of the nine years the Labor
Party has been in Government. It has not been a matter so much of management as
mismanagement. No doubt in the weeks and months leading up to the presentation of both
the Federal and State Budgets we will hear a great deal more about financial management. It
is easy to summarise what has taken place in relation to this State's economy over the nine
year period. Two major events occurred in relation to this matter. Firstly, we went through
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the WA Inc fiasco, which cost the State in excess of $1.5 billion. Secondly, through the
courtesy of the Federal and Stare Governments, the economy is in deep recession. This
occurred under the stewardship of many of the Cabinet Ministers who are still sitting
opposite. Many of those Ministers would like to forge: about the years during which they
were responsible for making key decisions about how this State was run. In fact, when they
have been asked to recollect some of the important Cabinet meetings during which they
made some of those key financial decisions they have all suffered from acute financial
amnesia and have been unable to recall whether they supported $150 million going here, the
purchase of Bell shares by the SGIO, and so on.
During this debate the Opposition intends to highlight the pain created by this Government
and inflicted upon the families in this State. It is no secret that the Liberal Party and the
National Party will be running a strong pro-development policy as we lead up to the next
election. That policy will be based on the principle that the Government must be prepared to
make the hard decisions to atnra new investnent to this State. We have often seen
members opposite unprepared to make the tough decisions about new investments that could
have been attracted to this State; they have continuously surrendered their responsibility to
other groups in the community.
Mr Pearce: We have never given everybody a front bench job because we could not decide
who to leave out
Mr COURT: It has taken three minutes for the Leader of the House to make that interjection.
I repeat now what I said on radio yesterday: I will wager a cup of coffee with the Leader of
the House that when Mr Mc~linty organists the Opposition front bench next year he Will use
exactly the saint format.
Mr McGinty: That is unlikely. There will be a Lawreoce Government next year as well.
Mr COURT: Judging from the telephone calls to the radio station, people agree that
Mr McGinty will be Leader of the Opposition next year. It is important that people
understand the spin-offs from a strong economy. We are able to lift our living standards in
all senses of the word through a strong economy. Not all, but many of the social problems
currently being experienced by our society can be resolved by a strong economy providing
employment opportunities for both young and old.
After nine years of controlling the financial strings and pulling the levers - as the Prime
Minister says - in a State with a highly skilled work force and abundant resources, Labor
Governments have produced a shameful social record. A couple of weekends ago Labor
launched its Social Advantage document That document contains some good initiatives,
ones that members from both sides of the House have been discussing as members of various
committees established by the House. However, like much of what this Government does,
there is a lot of gloss associated with this document. Nowhere in the document can one find
a list of the pain and poverty that this Government has created in its nine years in office.
Nowhere does it mention the legacy of that nine years of Labor Government. It talks about
social advantage when we all know that this Government has created a huge social
disadvantage for thousands of people in this community.
Mrs Henderson: Rubbish! Come on!
Mr COURT: The Minister for Productivity and Labour Relations says "Rubbish!" I will tell
her a little bit tonight. Government members say they are friends of the workers and the
disadvantaged in our community. However, it is no secret that, with record levels of
unemployment and the fact that this Government has created a huge new generation of
disadvantaged in our community, it does not matter how much gloss the Government puts on
its documenit willnot be able to cover up the pain and poverty it has caused in our
community. T1he Opposition wifl spell out tonight some of the pain and poverty that this
Government cannot gloss over with a flash document. In 1990 the Western Australian
Council of Social Services published a report on poverty titled "The Poverty Task Forte
Report". As a part of that report a number of pages outlined the definition of "poverty" as
the council wished to come up with a measure of poverty in this State. At page 2 it provides
the following definition -

There are two broad notions of poverty. "Absolute" poverty implies that a person is
unable to obtain adequate food, clothing and housing. "Relative" poverty considers
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not only a person's ability to obtain these essentials, but also their standard of living
compared to society as a whole. Thbe nation of relative poverty is the mast
appropriate measure for Australia.

This is the report that die Minister for Productivity and Labour Relations, who has now left
the House, supports. The report goes on to develop the concept of relative poverty. How
many people in Western Australia were living in relative poverty in 1990 according to this
report? it identifies 229 563 persons, excluding dependants, living in relative poverty in
Western Australia. That was in July 1990. Since this Premier has been leading the State an
additional 60 000 people have been added to that number.
Dr Lawrence: By whose definition.
Mr COURT: Under this very definition, using exactly the same figures.
Dr Lawrence: Did the Leader of the Opposition work that out? We saw what he did with
figures which appeared on the front page of The West Australian. Access Economics taught
us a few lessons about how the Leader of the Opposition handles figures.
Mr COURT: I am only too willing to provide those figures. I discussed with WACOSS. how
these figures were put together, and it was in exactly the way the Premier has them in her
report. These are official figures of the Commonwealth Government. Therefore, during the
time this Premier, who talks about social advantage, has been in power, she has added 60 000
to the number of people unemployed, which is hardly a record to be proud of. If the Liberal
Party were in Government and showed that sort of performance its members would be
ashamed of themselves.
Dr Lawrence: More jobs were created in the nine years of Labor than in the 10 years before
that.
Mr COURT: The Premier can ignore these figures. but she has humiiated those people in
Western Australia who have been forced to ask for charity; she has humiliated them!
Several members interjected.
Mr COURT: I will tell the Premier a little mome about the pain that she has caused many
people in this State. The Government of this Premier is no different from the Burke and
Dowding Governments. instead of concentrating on making the hard decisions and
governing to provide a strong, buoyant economy the whole structure of the Ministry of the
Premier and Cabinet is based around a huge propaganda machine to concentrate on the
Premier's image and popularity. That is the major decision making that happens in the
Ministry of the Premier and Cabinet, whose policy unit puts out glossy documents. The
Premier does not do her homework with those glossy documents.
Dr Lawrence: Which glossy documents?
Mr COURT: All of the Government's policy documents come out of the Premier's policy
unit.
Dr Lawrence: Glossy documents, no; sensible, srightforward, low cost documents, yes.
Several members inteijected.
Mr COURT: How much money did the Government spend on the Advance Western
Australia Fair last week?
Dr Lawrence: They have not yet brought in their budget, but they arm under budget and they
made a large amount.
Mr COURT: How much did it cost?
Dr Lawrence: I will get that information for you.
Several members interjected.
Dr Lawrence: There was a very large contribution from the private sector and full support
from the international community. People who came here said it was a fantastic idea, so
don't knock it. It was an innovative, creative, good idea. Envy doesn't become you.
Mr COURT: The Government spent roughly $1 million on it.
Dr Lawrence: That is not correct, it is way out. Their budget was about $200 000, much of
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which camne from the private sector, so you are wrong. However, I will give you the precise
figure.
Mr Strickland: It was $709 000 - $220 000 for media releases and publications!
Dr Lawrence: What a load of codswallop! Talk to Ruth Reid about that and tell her it was a
waste of time.
Mr COURT: I will tell the Premier about Mrs Ruth Reid. She has done a first class job -
Dr Lawrence: Exactly.
Mr COURT: - in travelling around this State. She camne into my electorate twice to hold
those meetings and they were very well run.
Dr Lawrence:- And she put together a very good report, with the assistance of Government,
and took part in the community fair.
Mr COURT: The Premier cannot help herself in trying to add that touch of gloss to the
exercise. Her getting her photo, in colour, on the front page of the newspaper with the joker
was a major win, but at what expense? At what expense did she run that fair?
Several members interjected.
Mr COURT: I will tell the Premier. The reason I have mentioned that is that during the
same week the Premier launched the Red Shield Appeal for the Salvation Army. Hundreds
of volunteers doorknocked and stood on street corners crying to raise funds for that very
worthwhile charity. They collected $580 000, which is roughly what it cost to run that fair.
Dr Lawrence: Firstly, it didn't cost that; and secondly, very large amounts of money go from
the State Government to support the Salvation Army, which does excellent work. I might
say that our members go and collect money for that organisation on Red Shield Appeal day.
Mr COURT: I am using the Salvation Army as a typical example of a voluntary welfare
organisation under huge pressure that the Government has created. Instead of concentrating
on trying to help people Co get their families together again, and so on, it is concentrating on
emergency activities such as providing people with food, clothing and emergency housing.
Dr Lawrence: That is not what they tell me. They welcomed the community fair and
thought it was a terrific way to air the social problems they encounter. That is precisely our
view.
Mr COURT: The figures the Premier used showed that the fair would cost about $700 000,
which is about the same amount as the Salvation Army raised, but the centre the Premier
visited to launch that appeal is now forced to spend over $6 000 a week on food and clothes
because of that new breed of poverty the Premier has created in this State.
Dr Lawrence: This State provides more emergency financial relief than any other State.
Mr COURT: The Government gave the Salvation Army a donation of $30 000, which
enables that centre to provide emergency food and clothing for five weeks. I raise this matter
because -

Dr Lawrence: It is not because you care about it.
Mr COURT: The Premier should not say that, because if she wants to stack up records -

Dr Lawrence: Don't get upset.
Several members interjected.
Mr COURT: Every dine these voluntary welfare agencies see the Premier and Government
Ministers swanning around this State throwing money here and there, they think of the
$6 000 a week they need for their centres; they think of the very practical assistance they are
giving people in this State while members opposite are wasting money in various area.
Dr Lawrence: I repudiate that.
Mr COURT: Thie amount of money the Government spends on its propaganda machine
could keep these centres running for a couple of years.
Dr Lawrence: I do not think Ruth Reid will take kindly to that.
Several members interjectedL
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Mr COURT: I will tell members what happened with the Government's Social Advantage
document.
Mr Marlborough: Where are we wasting money?
Mr COURT: I will start with Collie. On the Friday before the weekend on which the Social
Advantage package was announced, a special courier arrived from Perth at the premises of
the local newspaper in Collie with all the glossy handouts on the Social Advantage package.
At the same time as that arrived at the newspaper office, 27 pages caine through the fax
machine telling them about this document; and do members know what was in the fax? It
invited people to come to the fair in Perth. How can country people come to Perth to enjoy
the fair when they live a few hours' drive away in the country? It was more imrportant that
the Government had the document couriered around the State, and who knows at what cost?
The cost of the fair would probably be minimal compared with the cost of the Premier's
machine getting its message out. However, the people in the country were offended by the
extravagance shown.
Mr Taylor: The people in Kalgoorlie were not, nor those in Karratha, Geraldton or Bunbury.
Mr COURT: And do members know what happened at Karratha?
Dr Lawrence: It went extremely well.
Mr COURT: The Government announced its Social Advantage package there but the policy
unit slipped up and did not make sure it fitted in with the Pilbara. 21 strategy, so they got a
few things wrong.
Mr Graham interjected.
Mr COURT: If the member for Pilbara wants to talk about Pilbara 21 we will have a debate
about amalgamating those colleges any day of the week.
Mr Graham: You do that - I would love it. You move a motion tomorrow and I will debate
you on it any day.
Mr COURT: If the member is still backing the amalgamation of those two colleges he is
bacing a loser. I have had strong Labor supporters from Hedland lobbying me about those
colleges, and the member knows it.
Dr Lawrence: That is the way Dr Hewson proposes to deal with all income and other
support. That is a terrific idea, isn't it? Do you support that? Is that part of the Federal
Opposition's policy you support?
Mr COURT: I want to return to the voluntary welfare organtisations. The Lord Mayor of
Perth had this to say in an article.
Dr Lawrence: He is hardly an independent observer. He is a member of the Liberal Party -
he is one of your mates.
Mr COURT: is the Premier suggesting that whatever I quote from Reg Withers -

Dr Lawrence: He is a former senator whose politics are well known. You should not quote
him at us.
Mr COURT: I would have thought that the Lord Mayor of Perth would have an
understanding of what is happening in Perth.
Dr Lawrence: The Lord Mayor of Perth has a habit of slinging off at other levels of
government and saying how terrible they are. He said recently that he was not a politician
and I said that he was - he laughed.
Mr COURT: I will read what the Lord Mayor of Perth had to say and the Premier can
indicate whether she agrees with his comments. He said in an article headed "Let's be
Practical" -

Despite some claims to the contrary, the povert line is growing.
I have been to the launch of several annual appeals in the past week and the
overwhelming message coming through is that the need this year is greater than last.
Anglicare, the Salvation Army, St Vincent de Paul and other voluntary and church
organisatioits, do a marvellous job.
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But instead of becoming easier, their job is getting more difficult.
It seems that governments suffer from the same problem as local councils.
They spend taxpayers' money trying to do things they don't know much about.
Bureaucrats are great at writing reports and holding meetings.
That may be OKC, but when it comes to actually understanding the problems and
putting into place practical solutions, paid public servants often don't know.
The people who do know about the underprivileged, the homeless and the destitute,
are the voluntary groups, like the Salvation Arny.
They have been in this business of helping people for generations.
They ame the ones providing blankets and manning soup kitchens.
Instead of encouraging more time-wasting committees and reports, the government
could ensure that its money is best spent by giving more support to these groups.
They know what to do with it.

The Lord Mayor is saying that voluntary welfare organisations arm very much at the forefront
of assisting the new breed of people living in poverty creased by this Government, and that it
is about time the Government set an example by spending money in a far more practical and
effective way than is currently the case. However, when the Premier was asked how she will
fund the Social Advantage package, what was her reply? She said that the Royal
Commission is winding down its activity, and that is one source of making more money
available.
Dr Lawrence: You know how expensive it is. What is unusual about that?
Mr C.J Barnett: Now we have a feel for why you run these massive deficits!
Several members inteijected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr COURT: I suggest that the Government stop wasting money and spend it more
effectively. The Premier has said regarding the Social Advantage package funding, '"The
scheme's impact on the Stare's coffers will be minimised because money will be freed-up
from existing spending, including the WA Royal Commission."
On the very same day that the Premier came out with this nonsense about funding part of the
WA Advantage package, a Treasury official said that for the second yea running a WA Inc
debt, which the Premier promised would be paid, cannot be funded Thze Government has a
slab of money to be repaid in relation to one of its deals, but instead of facing up so that
responsibility the Government thought it would be clever and spread dhe debt over a five year
period. Nevertheless, for the second year in a row the Government has indicated that it is
unable to meet that payment. Is that the way to run this State?
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr COURT: The Labor Party says that it will help workers and the disadvantaged in our
community, yet nothing could be further from the truth. If members opposite trot around the
State creating a perception that they are friends of the workers and the disadvantaged, they
are totally wrong.
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! Let us reassess the ground rules here: The Loader of the Opposition
and the Premier, as a result of their positions, generally attract more intrjections than other
members. As a consequence, I amn inclied so let inwrjections continue as long as it does not
unduly interfere with the person making the speech. However, it is nor appropriate to
interject or shout over the person making the speech. Ao, it is inappropriate to interject
assistance for a colleague who is making a speech which then involves a shouting match
between that member and a member opposite. While the Premier or the Leader of the
Opposition - or any other member for that matter - is speaking, we must sake care not to act
inappropriately.
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Mr COURT: The Government has humiliated tens of thousands of Western Australians by
forcing them to ask for charity. In offering that charity the orgmnisations which do the best
work in this field are placed under huge pressures while the Government wastes money
elsewhere.
The Deputy Premnier attended the opening of the new drilling module for the Goodwyn A
platform the other day. This is a superb drilling module which is a manufacturing
achievement of which Western Australians can be extremely proud. It is part of the North
West Shelf project, which the Government criticises when it suits it, and does not mind
supporting when -

Mr P.J. Smith: You are trying to mislead the Parliament.
Mr COURT: No, the Government, when it suits it, has said that the project is all wrong!
The Deputy Premier and the member for Peel attended this openig at which I spok. t
people in the construction industry. I asked them how things were going and they sid. '"We
are concerned, we do not have orders on our books and we have been forced to lay off staff.'
These are businesses which have moved from success to success and project to project, yet
they cannot find work for die future. I would have thought that after hearing the comments
of members opposite such businesses would have hope for the future. However, one
business indicated to me that it had planned to start construction work as part of the
Marundoo project a year ago, but it still has not commenced work. What do these companies
do in die meantime? They must lay off staff.
Mr Taylor: We will deal with that.
Mr COURT- Let us deal with it! We talk about restoring confidence in this State, but we
must consider the Government's track record and its WA Advantage package. A report
recently released by Arthur Andersen & Co surveyed emerging and owner-managed
businesses across Australia State by State. The businesses were asked what they thought of
their future, and this State's participants were asked a question relating to the WA Advanage
package. The question was -

The theme of the State Government's Economic Package is 'TheWA Advantage'. It
is claimed that the initiatives in the package will generate more investment, more
exports and more jobs.

The businesses were asked whether they agreed with that proposition.
The Government has claimed that its initiatives will generate more investment, exports and
jobs. In its survey Arthur Andersen & Co asked Western Australian businesses: 'Do you
believe the objectives will be achieved through these initiatives?' Do Government members
know what was the response? Does anyone want to hazard a guess? The percentage was
nought; not one per cent of businesses believed dhe Government's objectives would be
achieved. The percentage of businesses which believed the objectives would not be achieved
was 59. In the summary of the survey under the Western Australian section was the heading
"No confidence in 'The WA Advantage"'. It said -

The 1991 survey found that 93 per cent of those questioned did not believe that the
W.A. economy had begun to recover. This year showed an improvement with 80%
of respondents holding the same opinion.
Not surprisingly, the W.A. survey showed that half the respondents believed the
mining sector would provide the economy with the growth it needs to lift it out of
recession. However, most believed it would take at least 12 months before recovery
commenced.
The Western Australian survey focused on the initiatives announced by the State
Government in its "The W.A. Advantage" Economic Package.
Although generally familiar with the package, none of the respondents surveyed
considered that the objectives of the package, to generate more investment, more
exports and more jobs, wI be achieved.
Most of the initiatives of the package would have little or no effect on the
respondents' businesses.
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The results of a completely independent survey on the Government's major economic
strategy for die next few years showed that not one business believed that the package would
generate more investment exports or jobs.
I could talk about die survey in more detail; but I suggest Government members do that. The
Deputy Premier has been trying to say the right things; for example, that the Government
wants to encourage mome investment by making it easier for investors. However, for the past
nine years it has been making investment more difficult. What a tragic situation it is. The
main concern of the construction industry is that it has nothing on its forward order books; it
is being forced to retrench people. Government members are not restoring confidence to that
part of the community. It has produced the WA Advantage package and spent a small
fortune trying to get its message across.
Mr Catania: Did Arthur Andersen survey the Fightback package?
Mr COURT: It did. I am quite prepared to spell out the details on the Fightback package;
the Government will be embarrassed by the comparison. It is extremely important that the
people of Western Australia ame told the truth about the state of the economy and the State's
financial situation. On Sunday, when announcing the new structure of the Opposition, which
die Leader of the House was so quick to want to examine, I referred to five key principles
under which the Opposition wants to operate now and in Government One of those
principles is to provide leadership and be prepared to make the tough decisions rather than
surrender responsibility to others. Classic examples where this Government has failed to
maintain that principle include the situations at Marandoo and Mt Lesneur.
Mr Taylor: Will you say that again?
Mr COURT: The Deputy Premier can have a copy of what I have here. The Government
has not been prepared to make die tough decisions; the Deputy Premier has been one of the
worst offenders.
Mr Pearce: We made the tough decisions on Mt Lesueur, for heaven's sake!
Mr COURT: That is right, die Government got rid of that project. It allowed a project at
Marandoo to be. delayed which could have been constructed by now. The second key
principle is to be a Government with integrity. When the Premier took office she said that
integrity was one of the key issues under which she wanted to lead her Government. Firstly,
however, she refused to establish a Royal Commission. Month after month the Government
tried to tough out the situation rather than establish the Royal Commission. Secondly, it used
creative accounting when presenting the Budget to this Parliament in order to conceal this
State's true debts. Thirdlly, the Premier tried to sweep under the carpet the problems
concerning Western Women Financial Services. She tried to pretend a problem did not exist
and covered up the direct connection between the Women's Information and Referral
Exchange where women were exclusively advised to consult Western Women. She also
falsely promised that those people would have their interests protected. Do Government
members call that integrity in Government?
The third key principle of a Liberal Party in Government is to be committed to economic and
social development. Liberal members know the Government's track record for economic
and social development So far it has created a new generation of Western Australians living
in poverty.
Mr Kobelke: If you believe that you are history.
Mrt COURT: Does the member for Nollamara not believe that last weekend the Government
was prepared to have the Western Australian Council for Social Services say it supported
components of the WA Advantage package? Yet, WACOSS has identified the number of
people living in relative poverty in this State.
Mr Kobelke intrjected.
Mr COURT: I have just said that since the Premier came to power in this State, the
Government's solution to unemployment has been to increase it by 60000 in under two
years. The fourth Liberal Party principle is to be a Government which serves all Western
Australians with fairness and equity. No Government in the history of Western Australia has
had so many mates to look after as has ths Government. It has not treated all Western
Australians with fairness or equity. It has been fair to a few people who, in return, have
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given the Government considerable support The fifth principle is that a Government must
be accountable to this Parliament. Again, in the history of this State no Government has
been less accountable to the Parliament and to the people. This Government will be judged
on its performance and on those five principles at the next election. That judgment will show
that it has failed badly.
[Leave granted for speech to be continued at a later stage of the sitting.]
Debate thus adjourned.

[Questions without notice taken.]
Sitting suspended from 6.01 to 730 pm

BELLS (2) - RECEIPT AND FIRST READING
I1. Public and Bank Holidays Amendment Bill

Bill received from the Council; and, on motion by Dr Gallop (Minister for Fuel and
Energy), read a first time.

2. Acts Amendment (Sexual Offences) Bill 1991
Bill received from the Council; and, on motion by Mr Pearce (Leader of the House),
read a first time.

SUPPLY BIOLL
Second Reading

Debate resumned from an earlier stage of the sitting.
MR COURT (Nedlands - Leader of the Opposition) [7.33 pm]: The Supply Bill deals with
bard earned taxpayers' funds collected by the Government. The Government has
responsibility to expend those funds but the people of Western Australia have become sick
and tired of the way members opposite have abused that privilege. When the next election
comes around - and chat is not too far off - the public will judge the Government's
performance as a financial manager. The. public will judge how members opposite have
handled the expenditure of taxpayers' hard-earned funds. The public will ask: 'Has the
Government been a good financial manager, has it improved the social welfare of Western
Australia, and has it enhanced the State's previously good reputation?1 The people of this
State will pass judgment and the result will not be all that good. The public Will also ask
who will do the best job for the next four years.
Mr Pearce: The answer will not be the Liberals.
Mr COURT: They may also ask who will be the best group of people to govern for the next
decade, and the Leader of the House will find the answer will be given by the people.
Mr Taylor: Go back to the 1960s.
Mr COURT: I would prefer to go to the record of the 1960s than the record of the
Government of the 80s.
Mr Taylor I will be happy to go to the track record of a Government looking to the 1990s
and beyond. You slick to the 1960s.
Mr COURT: The people of this State will judge the Government on its performance, not on
what it will do in future. The Government's performance has not been a very good one.
Several members inteijected.
Mr COURT: I do not know what members opposite had for dinner but it has chirped them
up.
Mr Pearce: It has not had the samte effect on your troops; they look very glum.
Mr COURT: A strong economy is essential for ths State to improve the social wellbeing of
its people. What do members opposite think of the survey of business people in this Stare
which indicated that not one per cent of the people surveyed accepted that the WA
Advantage package of the Government would generate more investment, exports and jobs?
Mr Taylor: Nonsense!
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Mr COURT: Instead of saying that it is nonsense, the Minister should face up to the reality
that he and his colleagues have not performed well even though in recent times they have
promised to do this and that. The Government does not have any runs on the board. It has
had nine years to put some runs on the board. In question time tonight the Minister for
Productivity and Labour Relations thought she would be smart and make a run on industrial
relations issues. Members opposite should understand that with one million people out of
work in this country it is obvious that the current industrial relations system does not work.
Members opposite should be aware of the need for major structural change in the industrial
relations scene. The best members opposite can do is ask smart Dorothy Dix questions
without bothering to get to the crux of the problem. Problems do exist in this State.
At both Federal and State levels the Liberal and National Panies understand the need for
structural changes to the taxation system and the industrial relations system.. Those policies
have been spelt out. They will not always be popular with the entire community, but we do
have a plan. Where is the Government's plan, State or Federal, to improve the situation?
The One Nation policy has been blown out of the water by the deficit that has gone through
the roof.
I return now to the point with which I comnuenceed my remarks: The Labor Party says that it
looks after the workers and the disadvantaged in the community. That is a myth we should
dispel because the Government has worked against the interests of the workers in this State;
it has created a new generation of disadvantaged people. The Government has humiliated
many people by forcing them to ask for charity, flat has come about as a result of the
Government's bad track record. The public is aware of that.
The Opposition can provide a far more attractive alternative to the performance of members
opposite. During the lead-up to the next election, the Government should think twice before
spending millions of dollars of taxpayers' money on glossy programs. The Red Shield
Appeal was conducted on the weekend and hundreds of people went doorknoccing and
raised some $60 000. The Government has wasted $600 000 in 10 minutes. It has not been
a good financial manager and it will be judged accordingly.
MR COWAN (Merriedin - Leader of the National Party) [7.40 pm]: As the Leader of the
Opposition has indicated, it is appropriate when debating the Supply Bill to refer to the
financial management of this State. On reflection of the Government's performance,
members opposite can hardly claim it has been a good financial manager. It would be
difficult to claim that.
Mr Pearce: It is not true.
Mr COWAN: The Leader of the House says that is not true.
Mr Marlborough: Look at Westpac Banking Corporation! Look at the $150 million we gave
you!
Mr COWAN: The interjection of the Leader of the House pales into insignificance after that
of the member for Peel who said, "What about the $150 million we gave you?"
Mr Marlborough: What about the $150 million? We did not have to give it to farmers. You
run round bleating like the sheep you represent; that is all you do. You don't do anything
positive.
Mr COWAN: That comment would be typical of the mentality of the member for Peel. That
is a typical attitude. How can one argue with logic like that? It has no logic at all. That
mentality may be appropriate for the believers that the member for Peel might have in his
electorate, but for the rest of Western Australia he is far short of the buck.
The truth is that the Government's own Treasury recognises that this Government has
managed the finances of this State somewhat indifferently. The Government has had to
borrow money to achieve a balanced Budget. If members looked at the figures that have
been handed to us by the State Treasury it is clear that in 1991 the extent of borrowings has
increased and the cost of servicing that debt has increased. The cost of making provision for
nil those things that we would normally expect Government to provide has been reduced for
the simple reason that we have had to pay more for debt servicing. We have had to pay a lot
more to meet some of the wild schemes this Government has put forward. We are somewhat
tired of hearing how the Governiment is striving for a balanced Budget- We hear yet again
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that a senior Treasury official has forecast a further deferral of the debts that were incurred
by WA Government Holdings Ltd and which this Government gave a commitment to repay
over a five year period. The Government has already deferred $25 million of that debt and
we have already received a signal of a further deferral. It does not matter which way we look
at it; even somebody with the limited ability of the member for Peel would know that this
Government is not meeting its financial obligations. One must assume - and this may be
associated with the fact that it happens to be an election year - that the Government has made
two major announcements -

Mr Donovan: It is a pre-election year.
Mr COWAN: If the member for Morley wants to be pedantic I will settle for that. In this
pre-election year the Government has made two major announcements, The WA Advantage
package and the WA Social Advantage package. As with all policy documents these have
good points and bad points. One can expect some promises in a pre-election year. One can
also expect that a number of chose promises will never be fulfilled. It is inevitable that many
of the programs announced in a package of this nature will not be costed. 1 note with some
interest the mix of costings in the Social Advantage package: in places costings were given
and in other places none was given. Local community groups can expect $10 million over
three years to combat juvenile crime. That is laudable and I commend the Government for
that policy. Early education programs in five communities can expect $2.5 milion over
three years. Again, that is a laudable program; but where are the five communities located?
Will the location be Nedlands, Melville or Kingsley, or is it more likely to be Wanneroo,
Whitford, Dianella and Perth? The First Steps project will cost $6 million over three years.
Again, that is a good program. One of the problems about trends and developments in the
education system is that a lot of the money that is being directed into education is not based
on sound educational practice but is politically motivated. Quite a number of programs,
especially some of these crazy, social justice schemes that have been announced -

Mrs Beggs: Don't you believe in social justice?
Mr COWAN: I believe absolutely in social justice. However, when decisions are made to
do something about an underprivileged community because that community happens to be in
a certain constituency, and when, after directing a fair sum of taxpayers' funds into that
constituency, a politician can stand and say it has been done to achieve social justice, all that
is happening is that the Government is pursuing votes and the decision is politically
motivated. Some of the programs in the packages are good.
Mr Kobelke: Are you accusing us of targeting the needy?
Mr COWAN: Yes, needy politicians - those politicians who need votes! Members opposite
cannot deny that. Most of these programs are being targeted to assist needy politicians, not
needy people. The Leader of the Opposition has explained what the Government's
contribution has been to poverty.
Mr Kobelce: You mentioned First Steps.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! There must be only one interjection at a time.
Mr COWAN: The member for Nollamara could not have been listening. I said that First
Steps was an admirable program and that I did not like those other issues of social justice
based on political motivation which everybody wants to pursue.
Mr Kobelke: So social justice is okay but you do not like where it is aimed?
Mr COWAN: I wil dispense with the member for Nollamara's interjections. The Social
Advantage programs which have been costed total $39 million. Why have the other
programs not been costed? Full time preschooling for five year olds has not been costed.
Approximately $17 million of a total of $100 million has not been costed by the Government
because it is keeping it a secret. Splitting the Department for Community Services, the
community education campaign for children, the expansion of child abuse programs,
alternative strategies for truants, Aboriginal programs based on the Northside project, a
parent information service, a parenting skills program and the employment of additional
child health nurses have not been costed. Many of those programs are commendable but
they have not been costed and no information has been provided about where those people
will be located. Why are we servicing the needy politicians - those people who may have
O67Gt-4
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marginal seats and who would need only a five per cent swing against them before they lost
their seats? The Government is concerned only about looking after those needy MPs and is
prepared to manipulate taxpayers' funds.
Mr P.J. Smith: That is the whole of the Labor Party.
Mr COWAN: I wish it were. I would like to see the Labor Party reduced to a cricket team
after the next election.
Mrs Beggs: You haven't even got a netball team among your lot.
Mr COWAN: We have not. It seems that this Government, with its record of poor financial
management and its inability to meet its commitments and promises that were made relating
to previous debts - the debt that was incurred through Western Australian Government
Holdings of $175 million to be repaid over five years and on which it deferred payment of
$25 million last year and has signalled that it will defer more this year - is setting aside more
money from the Consolidated Revenue Fund to service other debts. That is a great amount
of money that could have been used for the programs that people really want; but that does
not seem to have stopped the Government It has announced a program that includes
$39 million for items which have been costed. Members will recall that I asked the Premier
in a question without notice whether the Government was prepared to cost the rest of these
programs and, if it was, when it would announce the costing of those programs. I assure the
Government that when we start issuing our policy document -

Mrs Beggs: Who is we?
Mr COWAN: The National Party, and I include the Liberal Party. When the Opposition
issues its policy document I do not want to hear Government members asking what it will
cost. They should not be hypocritical.
Mrs Beggs: You are asking us so we should be able to ask you.
Mr COWAN: The Government does not tell us what is the costing.
Mrs Beggs: We will.
Mr Kobelke: You have been given substantial costings in this document already.
Mr COWAN: Substantial costings have been provided for some programs, but a substantial
number of programs have not been costed.
Mr Kobelke: They will be.
Mr COWAN: When the Government does cost them, Government members will be able to
ask the Opposition to cost its programs. Until the Government does that it should remember
it is being hypocritical.
Mrs Beggs- When will "we" really mean "we"? Before the election, after the election or
never?
Mr COWAN: I am an optimistic person and when I say "w" I certainly mean before the
election.
Mrs Beggs: Do you?
Mr COWAN: Yes. Other issues that I regard as being important relate to the supply of
public funds - taxpayers' money - and to maintaining the services of Government in this
State. I intend to examine how much the supply of that money will be influenced by the
desire of this Government to put in place programs which Will enhance the re-election
prospects of members of the Labor Party in marginal seats. Only recently someone told the
State of Western Australia that the City of Wanneroo would receive something like
$30 million. Is that corret?
Opposition members: Yes.
Mr COWAN: That was $30 million for the development of the area of Joondalup. Is that
not in the City of Wanneroo?
Mr Catania: Yes; what is wrong with that?
Mr COWAN: There is nothing wrong with it as long as the member for Balcatta. remembers
that Joondalup is not Western Australia and that other parts of Western Australia deserve
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funds for community projects and facilities just as much as does the city of Joondalup; in
fact, probably more so for the simple reason that Joondalup has been reciving favoured
treatment for some tine. What have we had so far this yea in the legislative program of this
Government? We have witnessed a pandering to single interest groups in this State: Efforts
have been made to abolish duck shooting, die House is about to deal with 0.05 legislation
and a number of issues that satisfy only single interest groups.
Mr Shave: What about daylight saving?
Mr COWAN: Thai was another cost which has satisfied a single interest group which does
not even vote for the Labor Party.
Mrs Beggs. Who does not?
Mr COWAN: The business community; yet the Government pandered to their interests and
offered them daylight saving. All the Government has come up with this year in its
legislative program is measures to satisfy single interest groups. A member mentioned the
Marandoo project. Marandoo should have been brought before this Parliament two years
ago.
Mr Kobelke: It was done, wasn't it?
Mr COWAN: It was done two years too late! Marandoo was an example of a monumental
failure of this Government to deal directly with the issue and finalise the matter. The
Governmaent took two years to finalise the matter.
What will the Western Austr-alian Land Authority legislation do? It will amalgamate the
Joondalup Development Corporation, the Industrial Lands Development Authority and
LandCorp. One does not have to be a Rhodes scholar to know that the new authority will
have a flavour that will perhaps have an affinity with the northern corridor. That authority
will have many powers. It will have not only the power to delineate industrial land, set it
aside for industrial purposes and focus on providing residential land but also it will embrace
an authority which has the Joondalup centre at its heart. That board will take on all of those
ocher responsibilities. Perhaps a Government member can tell me where the new authority is
likely to focus its attention. Maybe I am overly suspicious, but the truth of the matter is that
it will probably be in the northern corridor. By some strange coincidence that is where a
great number of the marginal seats the Government holds are situated. The Western
Australian Lands Authority will be established, with all its added powers, and $30 million
will go to the Wanneroo City Council. One wonders why we become somewhat cynical
about the program of focussed development that the Government continues to push!
Mr Ripper: What about the coincidence of the National Party's electorates being in the
country where vote weighting is the strongest? It is the same thing.
Mr COWAN: That is not correct. I suggest the Government holds seats where vote
weighting is strongest, and the sear of Ashburton is an example.
Mr Catania: The population is increasing in that area and that is why it needs special
attention.
Mr COWAN: Of course it is afast growing area. Itis also an area full of marginal seats and
that is the reason it needs special attention. Why do not members opposite not admit that?
Let us move away from the northern corridor and look again at other parts of the
Government's legislative package. The Government has, at long last, been able to get
development projects off the ground in a number of area. Quite surprisingly one of those is
in the southern corridor, and I refer to the Port Kennedy development. Again, it is a sheer
coincidence and it really did not happen that way.
Mr Kobelke: Are you saying that Avon is a marginal seat because of the Meenaar industrial
site?
Mr COWAN: I am waiting with bated breath to find out what programs will be listed for
electorates like Perth and Dianella. I wonder whether the Goverrunent wil be in a position
to honour its cornmitnent to bring that much needed construction program to the south west
through the establishment of a coal fired base load power station in Bunbury.
Mrs Beggs: I am going to Kojonup on Thursday where aluminium buses are being
manufactured.
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Mr COWAN: That is absolutely marvellous!
I would not mind if I could say that die State Government is doing this correctly, but it is
doing it incorrectly and it should mend its ways. The worst part of it is that the State
Government is quite often acting in collusion wish the Federal Governmnent. Let us examine
the National Rail Corporation. Legislation is before this House which we are supposed to
enact by 30 June this year. However, no-one in Westrail, or no-one attached to the National
Rail Corporation, has been able to tell me what will be the consequences of that legislation
on Western Australia other than to say that there will be some change. I represent a railway
town and I know that a new enterprise agreement must be reached between the National Rail
Corporation and its prospective employees. One of the consequences of that is that train
crews will be significantly altered We will have either single driver crews operating seven
and a half hours at a time or two person crews working shifts of between 11I and 11I and a
half hours. The consequences of that on the traditional railway towns in Western Australia
will be quite substantial, and I am talking about those towns on the standard gauge railway
line. However, she Minister has not been able to tell me what the impact will be on those
towns or on Westrail.
If that is not enough, let us look at the other form of land transport for which the Federal
Government believes it has all the answers. The National Road Transport Commission has
recommended a new taxation regime. Once again, who will be disadvantaged? It will be
those people who create the wealth of this State. The Minister has not yet stood up in this
place to say that this State Government will not support any legislation which fuirther
disadvantages those people who are already disadvantaged because they live in remote areas
of this Stare. The member for Pilbara might like to take up this issue and explain to the
Moinister that the Pilbara relies almost totally on road transport I know it is only a
recommendation, but all too often issues which come as recommendations are finally
implemented. I have not heard anyone say that this proposal will devastate remote Western
Australia. I have not heard the member for Pilbara give his views on the National Road
Transport Commission.
Mr Graham: You have never asked mne.
Mrs Beggs: He has certainly been telling me.
Mr Graham: I have every confidence in the ability of both the Minister and the Premier to
deal with that question so that remote areas of this State are not disadvantaged.
Mr COWAN: I would like to share the member's confidence.
Mrs Beggs: Did I not give you the opportunity to talk to the people concerned?
Mr COWAN: The Minister did, but talking to them alone will not be enough for the simple
reason that, as commendable as the Federal Government's proposals are, not one person in
this nation would be opposed to the concept of a National Rail Corporation which would
provide for a single entity which is capable of accepting an assignment of goods at Fremantle
and transporting them to Sydney or Brisbane. With a one-stop shop the corporation would
be able to do that at a competitive price. No-one would argue about that, but in achieving
that we do not know what the consequences will be in regard to the assets of Westrail which
may have to be handed over or leased, or where a right-of-way may have to be granted. We
do not know what will happen to the human resources within Westrail. People will have to
suffer some adjustment and the consequences for the railway towns have not yet been
assessed.
The member for Noliarnara was squawking a few minutes ago about social justice. He and
other members should remember that it is not something which is fashionable in the northern
corridor of Perth only. It happens to exist throughout Western Australia, and when we see
decisions made for the benefit of this State, but which will disadvantage individual areas, we
would like to see some social justice applied to those people who will be disadvantaged. If
people do not live in a marginal seat like Bunbury they will miss out. That is this
Government's concept of social justice and that is what its Social Advantage package is
about It is about time this Government stopped its blustering and showed that is is not the
fraud that so many people are beginning to see it as being.
MDR CJ. BARNETT (Contesloe - Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [8.10 pm]: Some of
the speakers to follow from this side of the House tonight will highlight a number of
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individual cases of hardship when they speak to this debate on the Supply Bill. They will
highlight cases from their electorates and the electorates of some members opposite. We
have heard little from members opposite about individual cases of real hardship in the
community. Perhaps members on this side of the House have erred sometimes, and I include
myself in that group as I tend to talk as an economist about numbers, avenages and
percentages. However, tonight members opposite will have to sit and listen to some of the
cases of hardship in the community and their electorates. They will not hear that from me,
but from other speakers from this side of the House.
Mr P.S. Smith: We will hear the same speech repeated 15 times.
Mr C.J BARNEfl: No, members opposite will hear about real people, families and
children in hardship, and hardship cases in hospitals. Members opposite will sit there and
snigger and laugh as they have during this debate so far.
Mr P.J. Smith: No. we will not.
Mr C. BARN'ET: Let us see if members opposite are capable of sitting there with a bit of
humility and modesty and listening so that they know what is going on in the community.
Mr Taylor Fancy the member for Cotteslee having the hide to stand here and lecture us on
these issues!
Several members interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Members would be aware that the way they are acting is
not a constructive way to approach this debate. I have two suggestions: First, the member
for Cottesle while keen to transmit to the Government what he is saying, which is fine,
should direct all of his remarks through the Chair, thereby avoiding the word "you" which we
all know, according to parliamentary standards, is niot the way to proceed Likewise,
Government members when responding should observe some of the proprieties of debate,
which might help matters.
Mr C.J. BARNET:- I am pleased to see at least some passion from the other side of the
House about the unemployed. I will not talk about individual cases; all I will do is take
10 minutes of the time of the House to remind members apposite of the situation in their
electorates.
Mr Catania: Stick to your own electorate: do not worry about ours, we are doing well.
Mr C.J BARNEfl: I am worried about the member for Balcatta's electorate because he is
not doing much of a job in it. The social deprivation in our community has many causes.
The major cause of that social deprivation and hardshp is unemployment. It has been the
growth of unemployment more than anything else thnt has created hardship in the
community. As I have said in this House before, no other Premier in this State's history has
had a record of such high and sustained unemployment as has Dr Lawrence. 'When this
Premier came to power in February 1990 the unemployment rate in this State was seven per
cent. The latest figures for April 1992 show the unemployment rate to be 10.5 per cent.
More importandy, during the period Dr Lawrence has been Premier, unemployment has risen
from 57 900 to 89 400, aremarkable 315S00 or54 per cent increase. That is therecord of the
Lawrence Government - a 54 per cent increase in unemployment!
What do the Premier and her responsible Ministers do? They try to explain away this
unemployment figure. They have used all sorts of nricks over the past year to do so. They
have talked about interstate migration, and the Minister for Productivity and Labour
Relations tried to redefine the unemployment raze and pretend no problem existed. What did
the Premier do? She resorted to a bit of economics and definition and tried to confuse the
90 000 people who are out of work and their families by making the following statement,
which is recorded inlHansard of Thursday, 30 Apr1 1992 -

If members opposite wish to compare the record of different Governments that is an
appropriate comparison. That job growth in this State has come at a time of rapid
increases in labour force participation rates.

What the Premier was trying to have people believe was that the participation rare - that is,
the percentage of the population that wants to work - had risen. She was saying that more
people were wanting work so of course in that environment unemployment had risen. That
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argument has some merit in theory, but what is the practical application? When
Dr Lawrence became Premier in February 1990 the participation rate in Western Australia
was 66.1 per cent of the adult population who wanted to work; that is, they either had or were
looking for a job. The latest figures for April 1992 show not a higher but a lower
participation rate; in fact, a participation rate of 65 per cent.
If one makes a simple arithmetical calculation and assumes that the participation rate today is
exactly the same as it was when Dr Lawrence became Premier, we would not have 89 400
people out of work but 103 800 people out of work. It is, in fact, the drop in the participation
rate which has disguised the true increase in unemployment that has taken place. I am happy
to accept Dr Lawrence's proposal that one should compare like with like, but she should be
honest enough to recognise that if the participation rate had not fallen, unemployment in this
State would be 10 000 to 12 000 people above what it is currently. That figure does not
include the disguised unemployed, that is, those people discouraged from seeking work.
That is why the participation rate fell, because people gave up searching for work under the
Lawrence Government. That is an aggregate position across the State.
It is interesting to look at how unemployment has risen in different areas. Members opposite
likec to have little jibes about the electorate of Cottesloc, but I assure them that Cottesloc, has
not been immune from increases in unemployment I am conscious of unemployment,
particularly among young people in my electorate. For instance, in Mosman Park the
unemployment rate is 12.5 per cent, which is a high rate of unemployment in an area with a
lot of social problems. Let us look at the electorates of members opposite because they are
gung ho over this matter. Members opposite think they are doing a good job about
unemployment and claim to care about underprivileged people. The member for Swan Hills
is not present, but these figures published by the Department of Employment, Education and
Training will be of interest to him. The figures compare the June quarter in 1990 with the
December quarter in 1991, which are the closest available periods to the period of
Dr Lawrence's premiership. In the Swan Shire unemployment increased from 2 030 to 2 572
during that period, an increase of 26.7 per cent. The member for Swan Hills may be a bit
upset about the fact that since Dr Lawrence has been Premier unemployment has risen by
26 per cent in his electorate. The member for Wanneroo is not here, but the member for
Whitford is and she might be interested in what has happened in the Wanneroo City area
where unemployment rose from 5 258 to 8 781, a 67 per cent increase in unemployment in
the northern corridor during that time. What a fantastic track record!
The member for Cockburn is not here. How has he looked after his people? Since
Dr Lawrence became Premier the unemployment rate in his electorate has increased from
2 276 to 3 266, a 43 per cent increase.
Mr P.1. Smith: What are the figures in your area?
Mr C.J. BARNETT: It is 12.5 per cent in Mosman Park, which is quite high.
Unemployment in the seat of the member for Fremantle has risen by 23 per cent. No wonder
he is worried! One would have to worry if one had presided over a 23 per cent increase in
unemployment in one's seat. The unemployment rate in that area is 19.3 per cent, one of the
highest percentages of unemployment in the State. Kwinana is represented by the member
for Peel. I will tell him about his electorate. He has had about a 19 per cent increase in his
electorate which has a 20.1 per cent unemployment rate, so he should be a little worried.
Mr Speaker is not here, but in Rockinghiam unemployment has risen by 21 per cent since
Dr Lawrence became Premier.
Mr P.S. Smith: Try a bit of English grammar - it is the number of unemployed.
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I thank the member for Bunbury; that is wonderful! I am eternally
grateful for and appreciative of that advice. In Armadale the Leader of the House really has
performed well for his constituents! Since Dr Lawrence has been the Premier unemployment
there has risen from 1781 to 3 788. an increase of 112 per cent. The Leader of the House,
the member for Armadale, holds the record in the House. He has doubled unemployment in
his electorate in the last two years. He has done better than even the member for Peel.
Mr Marlborough interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member for Peel will come to order.
Mr Marlborough interjected.
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I think the member for Peel would be aware that his
voice tends to carry very readily in this Chamber, and part of the interjection procedure is
that he should not override the member on his feet.
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker. One has visions of talking heads. I
am pleased the member for Belmont, the Minister for Community Services, is here. He has
done pretty well for his constituents too; unemployment in his electorate has risen from
1 489 to 2 729, an 83 per cent increase in the Belmont local government area. He should be
very worried about that. What a record he can point to!
The oconstituency of the member for Kenwick, the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, whose
electorate I believe takes in the area of Gosnells, has suffered an 87 per cent increase in
unemployment since Dr Lawrence became the Premier. The member for Murray's electorate
has experienced an increase in unemployment of only 25 per cent, which is relatively
moderate. He can do better than that - he should listen to some of his mates because they
have achieved a 100 per cent increase in unemployment in their areas. I turn now to our
authority on the English language, the member for Bunbury. Unemployment in his
grammatically correct electorate has risen from 1 139 to 1 618 - a 42 per cent increase. With
all that pork-barrelling, unemployment there still rose to that extent. How good is the
member for Bunbuiy?
Mr P.J. Smith: Just keep to the correct English.
Mr C.J. BARNETTr: The people of Bunbury would rather know the truth than the member's
grammatical niceties.
Mr P.1. Smith: That is all very well, but you are trying to mislead the House. It may be only
grammatical to you but it gets quoted by the people up there.
Mr C.J. BARNETIT: I will send the member a copy if he wants one.
Several members interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Mr Catania: How did Nedlands fare with unemployment?
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Nedlands has experienced an increase in unemployment of about 15 per
cent. I do not have a calculator with me; the member can look at the figures if he wants to.
Mr Court: Unemployment is as much a problem in Nedlands as anywhere.
Several members interjected.
Mr C.J. BARNETT: The point is that no electorate and no community in this State has
escaped the increase in unemployment under the Lawrence Government. The level has
varied It is high in areas one might think are high socioeconomic areas; it is high in my
electorate.
Mr Taylor: Let us have a few more jobs in Coutesloe - let them build the tanks! Get your
foot off the hose!
Mr C.J. BARNETT: In my electorate the area of highest unemployment has been Mosman
Park, where it has increased at a high rate. No area is exempt; however, the increase in
unemployment has been most pronounced in Labor electorates.
Mr Catania: What are you going to do about it? We are waiting with bated breath.
Mr C.J. BARNETT': If we cued the member for Balcatta he could not do a better job!
Sometimes one must give a nod and a wink, but he walks straight in every dine. I could not
get a better straight man than he.
Mr Catania: Tell us what you will do about it. Fighiback junior is your response. What a
great economist! Look at what your Federal colleagues will do. That is your problem.
Mr C.J. BARNETT: We will debate some of the Fightback issues. Members opposite will
not be calling on the debates on Fightback, we will; so they had better go and read it.
Several members inteijected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Mr C.J. BARNETT: We have two national policies. John Mewsan, with the Liberal and
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National Parties' package, has a plan for Australia even though members opposite might not
like all of it. Paul Keating brought down his One Nation package. I told a business group
that I thought it would be discredited in six months, but it took only 10 weeks. After
10 weeks the budget deficit blew out to $9.3 billion. Who is talking about One Nation? Not
even Paul Keating. It is absolutely dead in the water. The Labor Party has no national
strategy and no credible State strategy. The Liberal and National Parties have plans and
policies and we will debate them. As the Leader of the Opposition pointed out, members.
opposite do not have a policy. They have no plan for Australia and no strategy for tackling
the unemployment problem; they have nothing. Will Paul Keating bring out a second nation
policy? What will he do?
Mr Catania: And what are you going to have next - outback fightback?
Mr C.J. BARNEUT: We have Fightback and Fightback WA, and those two policy
documents have stood up. As the Leader of the Opposition said, to the question. "Do you
believe the objectives will be achieved through these initiatives?" - referring to the WA
Advantage package. The number of Western Australian businesses that answered yes was
zero per cent; zip.
Mr Taylor interjected.
Mr C.J. BARNETU: T'he Government circulates these documents among accounting firms
and asks them to comment on them and support them, but when a credible study is brought
out and people in the business community say none of them believes the documents,
members opposite do not want to know about it. So bad are the Government's policies that it
has to throw a party to get a crowd to come to listen to them.
I wanted to remind members on both sides of the House that unemployment has increased to
an extraordinary level during the period of the Lawrence Government in this State. There
has never been a period of such rapid rise or sustained high unemployment in our postwar
history. That is a fact. It is also true that no area of the State, whether city or country, has
escaped that increase in unemployment. The pattern has not been even but it has typically
been the case that working class areas - and I do not like to use that phrase, but working
suburbs, middle Australia, not the Cottesloes of this world - have been the constituencies
which have suffered most. One finds increases in unemployment in high socioeconomic
areas, as I have found in parts of my electorate, but nowhere does one find more massive
increases in unemployment than in the working areas of middle Australia: Armadale,
Belmont, Gosnells, Victoria Park, Bunbury. That is where the damage of Labor has been
felt. Labor has inflicted harm most heavily on its own people.
The speakers who follow me will remind members apposite, who do not like the figures but
who like to play around with participation rates, about some individual cases. They will tell
of some real people in the community who suffer under this arrogant, incompetent and
politically corrupt Government.
MR RIOPPER (Belmont - Minister for Community Services) [8.30 pm]: The new Liberal
leadership seems to have discovered that this country is in recession. Opposition members
have waxed generously and verbosely on the impact of that recession; perhaps they have
forgotten that this country has had earlier recessions presided over by Governments of a
different colour from that of the present Government. They also seem to have forgotten that
this recession is attacking jobs in other States and countries, as it is in Western Australia.
The recession is affecting the United Kingdom and the United States of America. George
Bush never struck me as a social democrat of the Labor persuasion. The recession is not
only Australia-wide, but is also affecting all English speaking countries.
Mrt C.J. Barnett: Where did it start? Here! How did that happen?
Mrt RIPPER: Economic circumstances of a particular kind in this country have contributed
to -

Wr C.J. Barnett: It was due to high interest rates!
Mr RIPPER: At least the member could let me start my speech before he inteijects at length.
Several members inteijected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
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Mr RIPPER: Widespread recession and job loss is evident throughout the western world,
particularly in English speaking countries. That is a terrible and hurtful situation for every
country and community in which it occurs, but that is not something unique to Western
Australia or Australia as a whole.
Mr C.). Barniett: You cannot ignore the OECD information that Australia went into
recession 18 months before the rest of the world. That was due to Keating's high interest
rate policy. You cannot sit back and simply say that it is a worldwide recession. Your
colleague, the grammar teacher, will tell you that words do not lie.
Mr RIPPER: Of course, countries have different economic cycles and on occasions are out
of phase with one another. However, in this circumstance we axt talking about economic
developments which have affected all countries in the English speaking world, as it has
affected this State. It cannot be said that this is all due to the State Government, the Labor
Government or Dr Carmen Lawrence, because the same situation can be found in
Switzerland, the United States and New Zealand. They are also in recession.
Several members inteijected.
Afr RIPPER: I wonder how the causal links referred to by members opposite can be accurate
when the same situation can be found in other States and countries. However, that point has
been adequately made.
I refer now to poverty which arises ftom recession and other factors. We have heard various
Liberal spokespeople talking about poverty; they seem to have discovered that poverty is
something of great concern to the community; it is all too prevalent and it hurts families
greatly. In considering this matter, we must word carefully the definition we apply when
discussing poverty.
This aspect was drawn to my attention by a Press release from the new Leader of the
Opposition; The West Australian was kind enough to send me the supporting material to the
member's Press release so that!I could check its sources. The member indicated that under
this Government the number of people living in poverty had increased by 60 000. It is
interesting to discover how poverty was defined for the purposes of that Press statement;, it
was defined by people living on Commonwealth pensions and benefits. Therefore, for the
purposes of this Press release the increase in the number of people on aged pensions resulted
in an increase in people in poverty and was caused by the State Government. The definition
also included invalid pensioners. Surely that is drawing a long bow?
Mr Omodel: Axe you saying that they are flush with funds?
Mr RIPPER: No; I suggest that a great need exists to look after these people and to provide
proper support for them. This is provided through concessions and emergency financial
relief. However, one cannot say that the State Government has caused an increase in poverty
because of an increase in people living on aged and invalid pensions! That is patently
ridiculous; nevertheless, that argument is the basis of the Leader of the Opposition's Press
release.
Mr C.J. Barnett: What about the 20 000 more people who are now unemployed?
Mr RIPPER: Of course!
Several members interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member for Cockburn will come to order~ he does
not have the floor.
Mr RIPPER: Of course unemployment is a contributing factor. Of course that is a very
serious matter and must be, and is, the top priority for the State and Federal Governments.
We all know that the best welfare measure for a family is to give an unemployed person a
job.
I refer now to the way the Government supports people in need of support. Although I made
comments about aged and invalid pensions, I do not minimise the circumstances in which
these people live. The State Government recognises that support must be provided, and this
is done through substantial measures with a concessions system which is generous when
compared with that of other States. This State contributes $150 million to $160 million a
year to support people living on Commonwealth and State pensions - those defined by the
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Leader of the Opposition to be in poverty. This involves transport, electricity and razes
concessions, along with others, to people living on benefits.
I referred to some errors in the Opposition Press statement. Another statement released by
the member for Nedlands referred to the particular concern at the rising number of homeless
youth in Western Australia. He said that this sector had risen by 239 per cent. How was that
figure calculated? He said that the number of homeless young persons in Western Australia
had increased from 231 persons to 783 persons. However. are those young people actually
homeless? It turns out from the background material that that calculation was made by
taking the number of people receiving the young homeless person's allowance from the
Department of Social Security. The receipt of that allowance does not mean that the
recipient is without a home. The allowance enables that person to pay for accommodation,
and it is usually provided because the child's parents have refused to provide support.
Several members interjected.
Mr RIPPER: Any decent social policy must be based on rational analysis and proper
information, If the information is wrong, the policy will not be right and people will not be
properly supported.
Firstly, one must work out the prevailing situation. The Leader of the Opposition suggests
that 783 young people in Western Australia are homeless. However, 783 young people in
Western Australia am receiving the young homeless allowance and are using the allowance
to purchase accommodation; therefore, we do not have 783 young people living on the
streets of this State. The Leader of the Opposition's comments create a false impression.
The youth refuge system is used by approximately 300 people, who receive the benefit of the
system's accommodation. This refuge system operates through cooperation betweea the
Commonwealth, the State Government and community groups. Each aspect referred to must
be considered closely, and this Government, in cooperation with the Commonwealth and
community groups, has a good record in providing support for people living in poverty.
Many of the measures about which I am talking were not even considered or supported by a
previous Government.
Mr C.J. Banett: We did not have 100 000 people out of work. No-one has matched your
record.
Mr RIPPER: What level of support was offered in those areas in 1982-83 compared with the
support offered today? The Western Australian emergency financial relief fund offers
$5.2 million for people who are in desperate financial crisis. That is double the allocation of
Victoria and three times that of the next most generous State. New South Wales, which has
the pie-eminent Liberal Government in this country, offers no financial relief, yet the
Opposition talks about its concern for poverty and for people who are disadvantaged. This
Government allocates $5 million for assistance to people in desperate financial
circumstances and to people who need money for food. In New South Wales the
Government is so lacking in compassion that it provides no emergency relief. This
Government has also established financial counselling services to assist people to budget.
That initiative did not apply during previous Governments. Twenty four projects are
supported by the Government's poverty program funding. The Social Advantage statement
indicates that the Government will expand that funding by $250 000 because it is important
to ensure that people bnow about the services and that they are assisted with budgeting their
small incomes. Those are also schemes established by this Government which were not
supported or funded during the last recession over which the Opposition presided. They are
not available under similar Governments in similar States. Cooperation with those
community groups in providing financial or counselling services is one example of the
Government's overall cooperation with the non-government sector. Hundreds of non-
Government welfare agencies operate in this Stat which did not exist in previous years
under Governments of dhe Opposition's persuasion.
Mr Lewis: Does it make it any better?
Mr RIPPER: That is interesting. The member for Applecross casts doubt on the work of the
non-Government welfare agencies. The member for Scarborough should view that as a
threat to the funding of non-Governent welfare agencies by one of his party's shadow
ministerial colleagues. He should take up the issue with the member for Applecross in
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debate if he has a chance to participate in that debate. I see his comment as casting doubt on
the need to fund non-Government welfare agencies.
Mr Lewis: It reflects the fact that you have to have mome agencies because the situation is
exacerbated.
Mr Shave: The economy has broken down because of you.
Mr RIPPER: The member for Melville might ask Mr Major and Mr Bush why they also are
having economic problems.
Mr Shave: 1 might ask Mr Major why he was re-elected.
Mr RIPPER: He still has serious economic problems. The re-election of that Government is
an example of what may occur with other Governments in other places, including this
Government.
Before I was interrupted by the member for Applecross I was saying that this Governent's
cooperation with financial counselling services is only one example of its cooperation with
all non-Government agencies. The funding for that cooperation under this Government has
increased from $2 million in 1982-83 to $31 million in 1991-92, a 15-fold increase. It has
created a number of agencies which did not previously exist. There are now 400 or 500
agencies and projects operating through the funding provided through the Community
Services portfolio. That funding has increased more rapidly than funding for the Department
for Community Services. The overall budget for community services has grown from
$40 million in 1982-83 to $110 million for this financial y~ear. I reiterate that the funding for
non-Government agencies has grown from $2 million to $3 million.
Mr C.J. Barnett: Unemployment has increased by 83 per cent Will you gloss over that
figure?
Mr RIPPER: That comment by the Deputy Leader of the Opposition reveals his fundamental
ignorance about the operation of the non-Government welfare sector. The people runming
the welfare agencies should be concerned about their prospects should the Opposition come
to power. Members of the Opposition seem to lack an understanding of, appreciation of and,
dare I say, commitment to the role of non-Government welfare agencies. Those agencies
also face great demands and would not be able to cope if significant cuts were made in
funding which, given the attitudes of the Deputy Leader of the Opposition and the member
for Applecross, might become reality.
Several members interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! One interjection at a time.
Mr RIPPER: Three fundamental points must be made in this debate about poverty. Firstly,
it is necessary to have the figures right. The figures presented by the Leader of the
Opposition who was formerly only the member for Nedlands are wrong. He referred to
increases in the number of age pensioners and invalid pensioners. His figures misinterpret
the youth homeless allowance and exaggerate the number of young people without
accommodation. Secondly and equally importantly, this Government provides very strong
support for disadvantaged people. It is far stronger than was provided by a Government of
another colour or Governments of other States. It provides $150 million in concessions for
people living on Commonwealth benefits and pensions and $5 million in emergency relief.
A range of non-Government welfare organisations are supported to a great extent and
funding for non-Government welfare agencies has increased 15-fold since the Opposition
was in Government. The Government is not resting on its laurels. It is expanding its
services to disadvantaged people. T'he Social Advantage document indicates that an extra
$250 000 is provided for financial counselling services and another $250 000 for rural
families in crisis. Those are just two of the 80 initiatives in the Social Advantage package
which will assist families who have the care of young children who might be at risk and for
whom help should be provided now to avoid social problems in the future and to enable
young people to meach their full potential. This Government has a proud record of support
for the disadvantaged; its record is unequalled by other Governments in this State or other
States.
Mr Strickland: Have you read the discussion paper by the Select Committee on Youth
Affairs?
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Mr RIPPER: I certainly have. I find it galling to hear spokespeople for tke Opposition talk
about poverty and the need to do something about it when their record in Government shows
that they had no commitment to and no understanding of the non-Government welfare sector.
The Opposition has no understanding, no record and no commitment to those agencies,
whereas this Government does have an understanding of the needs of disadvantaged people.
It has commitment; it has an understanding of the non-Government welfare sector it has
worked in cooperation with te non-Governmnent welfare sector; it will continue to do so. and
it will continue to take initiatives which will help overcome the disadvantages suffered by
people in our community.
We all recognise that what is done through the Community Services portfolio will not be the
sole solution to the problems because the solution is to be found fwundarnentally in
economics. That is why the first statement published this year by the State Government was
on economic policy, WA Advantage. In that statement the Government outlines its
commitment to job creation as a top priority. That should be the top priority of any
Government, State or Federal, because the best welfare measure for a family is to provide a
job for a member of that family who is unemployed. Despite all the initiatives in the
community services area, the first priority is and will remain job creation. The Government
has committed itself to that in WA Advantage and it is that which, in the end, will overcome
some of the disadvantages which have been referred to by speakers on both sides of the
House.
In conclusion, this Government has a strong and proud record in supporting the
disadvantaged and it will continue to put in place initiatives to do that.
MR SHAVE (Melville) [8.52 pm]: It was interesting to listen to the Minister for
Community Services talk about the Government's priorities and how it will solve the
problem of unemployment. I am pleased to have been given the responsibility for
employment and waining matters by our leader in the recent alterations to the parliamentary
party structure. Tonight I want to speak about the unemployment issue, the effect it has had
on people in the community, and t attitudes of various groups towards this Government
and its ability to solve the problem. The Minister referred to the Government's commitmient
to training and what it is doing about it A recent article in the Press referred to a meeting of
the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development in Paris last week at which it
was revealed that Australia spends less on labour market programs per unemployed person
than any other OECD) member. That is despite the fact that Austraia has among the highest
number of long term unemployed and the fact that 33 per cent of young people are out of
work. The organisation said that spending on labour market programs makes a worthwhile
impact on unemployment It helps people to get jobs and clearly that is a good objective.
The OECD said that, when people do not have jobs, society suffers from economic
deprivation, drug use and abuse, racial tension and a rising tide of crime. One has only to
ask the Salvation Anny which had its annual collection last weekend what its attitude is to
rising unemployment. One has only to refer to the comments over the past two or three years
by welfare agencies to know that this is the worst recession that we have had in 60 years in
terms of unemployment. We am also experiencing the highest levels of crime which is also
linked to a high rate of unemployment. It is appalling that a festival was held last week - a
public relations promotion - to make people believe that everything is rosy in WA and a
Minister sits in this House and says that he is concerned about the unemployed when, six
months ago, he closed down the One Parent Centre in Fremandle. He is the same person who
says he is concerned about people in need and people in poverty.
Mr Court He is the same person who ripped the telephone out of the band of a minister who
was trying to get through to a radio station.
Mr SHAVE: That is right Unemployment is the greatest social and individual tragedy
facing Western Australia. I laugh when members opposite say that jobs are their priority.
They say that the Government wants to create jobs. What did it do at Marandoo? Why did
the Minister for Aborfiginal Affairs fiddle and fudge for two years? She argued about planes
flying over t site and damaging the rights of people below and she did absolutely nothing.
Mr Thomas: She did not delay the project going ahead.
Mr SHAVE: Did she not? The member and his colleagues are the only ones who believe
that The business community in Western Aumtraia and Australia does not believe that. It
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does not believe in zhe Labor Governent and it does not believe in its policies. Labor
Governments accept high levels of unemployment. Paul Keating deliberately drove this
country into recession because the unions which members opposite support and which put
them in their places opposite without any qualifications prostituted and destroyed business
possibilities in this country during the 1980s. When this country should be going ahead, the
Labor Government created the highest ever level of foreign debt. In 1982 our foreign debt
was approximately $10 billion; by 1988 it had increased to $130 billion or $140 billion.
Labor Governments have mortgaged our children for the next 50 years. Forty per cent of the
productive income that comes into this country through exports is paying the bills. Does the
member for Cockburn deny that?
Mr Thomas: Yes.
Mr SHAVE: Is it not a fact that the foreign debt has increased? How can members opposite
sit and ridicule the National Party because it tries to obtain a bit of Governmnent support?
National Party members represent the best producing assets that this country has. We never
hear about that. Why do members opposite not acknowledge country people instead of
trying to take their voting rights away from them? Why do they not acknowledge what they
do? If the Labor Government stopped accepting high unemployment, it would stop bashing
small business. Small business is another of my shadow portfolios and it is one of those
areas which can help to take this country out of recession. What have Labor Governments
done to small business? They have introduced the financial institutions duty, increased
payroll tax and every Government charge that one can imagine, and they have done it by
stealth. With its media propaganda machine it has lied and said it will not increase
Government charges. What has happened to third party insurance premiums this year? The
Premier said that no increass would be higher than the rate of inflation. What did she do
with the third party insurance costs? The rates went up. When she speaks publicly she says
that theft will be no increases. Why does the Government not get to the root of the problem
and start finding ways for business to survive in Western Australia?
Mr Catania: Tell us how.
Mr SHAVE: There is a very simple solution. The Government should get rid of the
mountain of rabbits who advise it and whom it pays to do unproductive jobs. The money
generated from those sorts of initiatives would enable the Government to get rid of its
excessive taxes.
Mr Thomas: You are talking gibberish.
Mr SHAVE: I am not talking gibberish. Government members should ask business people
their views on the matter. What has the State of Western Australia become? It is a nanny
State. For the past eight years this Government has been telling the people what is good for
them from womb to tomb. It has introduced new policies and social structures. In the first
place Peter Dowding decided that we would follow the Swedish model, and that people
should not worry about anything because the Government would protect them. It is
interesting to note that in Sweden people are now moving towards political parties that ame to
the right of centre because they do not want the socialist nonsense which tells people how to
run their lives. What did this Government do next? It went for the Canadian model. It
decided the Swedish model was no good and it is now trying the Canadian option. What is
happening in Canada? It is struggling through the longest period of stagnant growth in its
history.
Mr Thomas: It is not unique to Western Australia then?
Mr SHAVE: It is not unique to Western Australia but, as the member for Cottesloe said, the
Labor Party has led the charge. Western Australia has unlimited potential and the Labor
Party has led the charge, created the recession, and put this State into recession two years
before everyone else, because of its hopeless policies. Almost every social ill that has been
created is related to unemployment, and this Labor Government has the record in that area.
It has created more unemployment than any other Government in 60 years, and in the past
couple of years it has tried to reclassify jobs, and to send young people back to school and on
mrining programs to keep down the unemployment figures. Government members are on the

edge of the dyke desperately using their fingers to try to stop the flood. The Labor
Government wins the prize in this area. A conference was held in Adelaide last week and a
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study called "Living Income" was released by die Youth Affairs Council. It revealed that
150 000 full time jobs for young people between the ages of 15 years and 19 years had been
lost forever in this present recession. It is the Government's recession, the recession that the
Federal Treasurer was proud of and said had to happen. Why do members opposite not
disagree with Paul Keating? Why do they not represent the people who elected them? These
young people leave school full of hope. Their hopes are dashed because they are totally
rejected and they have no money. They apply for jobs day after day and are knocked back
day after day. I will give some examples that recently came to my attention.
Mr Ripper: I knew you would.
Mr SHAVE: Usually the Minister screams when I give examples, but I hope that his social
conscience will get die better of him on this occasion and that he will listen. Last Friday I
was asked to visit a family in crisis who live in Willagee in my electorate, which traditionally
has been a Labor voting area. I had received a letter which I felt could not be replied to in
writing, because I could tell from the tenor of the letter that the writer had almost given up
hope. I decided to visit the family and I spoke with the man and his wife, who have a young
child. We talked about the various financial problems the family had, and die first subject
the man raised was suicide. He said he had been everywhere, including welfare agencies,
trying to Let support but no one would listen to him.
Mr Thomas: Who provides his house?
Mr SHAVE: To what is the member refering?
Mr Thomas: Does he live in private accommodation or in Homneswest accommodation?
Mr SHAVE: In a Homeswest house.
Mr Thomas: How many Homeswest houses were available in 1982?
Mr SHAVE: How many people in 1982 wanted Homneswest houses? At die moment people
do not register for Homeswest houses because the Government agencies tell them that it will
be five and a half years before their applications are considered. The member for Cockburn
should not talk about dhe Government's activities with regard to Homeswest accommodation.
The Government is a joke in that area of social justice.
The man to whom I spoke had considered committing suicide. I arranged for the family to
attend an interview at my office last Monday. I asked them for a list of the various
commodities they might need, because I thought I would try to get die Lions Cub or some
other organisation to support diem. On that day my wife had given me some children's
clothes which were no longer of use to our children. I normally give those clothes to
Anglicare, or they are handed down to our nieces and nephews who are younger than our
children. I had those clothes in the office and I could not make up my mind about whether to
offer them to the family. I finally decided to offer the clothes to the lady, and as I was
undoing die package, to sort out the clothes which were an appropriate size for her child, the
woman started to cry. She said she felt humiliated and that she never thought she would be
in a position where her family would need to beg for support of that kind. She said she felt
totally beneath herself for what she was doing. She was in my office because the Labor
Government has destroyed the economy of this State and country. She is one of many
people in a similar situation. Labor members cannot deny that.
The Government and its rotten mates have wasted $1 billion, so Government members
cannot say they are not to blame. They do not like listening to these statements but the fact
of the matte is that they have let down those people. The people on the bottom of the list are
those whom the Labor Party has discarded through its policies, the money it has spent and
the resources it has abused. The Labor Party has no right to govern in this State. Members
opposite think that the fact that the Premier was dragged in here by the scruff of her neck and
persuaded to have a Royal Commission will solve everything and people will say, "That is
okay, we accept that." However, that will not solve the problem. The problem will be
solved only if we have business confidence. Members opposite should not be under any
illusion about that. Business groups inWestern Australia want this Goverrnent to get out
They know exactly what this Goerment has done. They know what the Governmnent is
trying todo bypromoting one person to overcomiethe ills, the torts and the rotten deals in
which it has been involvedL
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Mr Ripper You have a personal responsibility as a member of Parliament. What will You
do?
Mr SHAVE: I have. On Monday when I was given this job, I contacted six of the major
business groups in Western Australia. I had not even outlined what I would do, and each
group said, '"We want this lot out. Get rid of their froth and bubble and get back to
governing in a decent and proper manner." I would like to give another example.
Mr Ripper: Before you give that example, you did not answer the question. I asked you
what you would do for business confidence, and all you said is that you rang up a few people
and they said, "Get rid of the Government." What will be your contribution?
Mr SHAVE: Take down some notes, because the Minister obviously needs to listen.
Members opposite have to recognise, firstly, that unemployment is linked to business
productivity and profitability. The first thought that comes into the head of members
opposite when they see a successful business that is making a profit is, 'What can we grab
for this Government and for our departments? How much tax can we take from it?" That is
the socialist policy of members opposite.
Mr Catania interjected.
Mr SHAVE: The goods and services tax is not about increasing taxes. It is about varying
the tax base.
Mr Catania: It is about putting a tax on goods and services.
Mr SHAVE: The member for Balcatta has obviously not mad the GST policy and has not
listened to John Hewson.
The Minister for Community Services asked how will we resolve the problem. We will go to
the business community and say, "We want you to be profitable. We want you to employ
people. When you make a profit, we will not take that profit off you."
Mr Thomas: That will not help them. AUl you have so far is the power of prayer. You say
that you will tell them that you want them to make a profit. How will that help?
Mr SHAVE: The difference between the rabbits sitting opposite and members on our side is
simply that we support the principle of productivity and of free enterprise. Members
opposite have not lenmt that unemployment is related to the productivity of this country.
Members opposite have an andi-business philosophy so that every time a business opens up,
they have to get on its back and try to tax it, interfere with it or tell it what to do. I have not
heard one member opposite have a go at the new Leader of the Opposition about what he
stands for.
Mr Catania: We do not know what he stands for.
Mr SHAVE: Members opposite know that ever since the Leader of the Opposition has been
in Parliament he has stood for development and jobs; yet these rabbits opposite stand here
and say, "I believe in jobs and in business. I have never been in business and I do not
understand business because I am an academic, and we have all this social justice and these
social philosophies, yet I believe in jobs." The reason that members opposite believe in jobs
is that so many people are unemployed in this country as a result of their policies that they
have to start believing in jobs!
Sooner or later, the traditional supporters of members opposite will disown them. The
biggest increase in the number of votes that I will get at the next election will be from
electors in the suburbs of Willagee and Hilton. who are traditional Labor voters. I have been
told that the Minister for Community Services has been doorknocking in his electorate. How
is he able to relate to those people when he does not understand anything about business or
jobs? He has never had a productive job. What has he ever done in his life? He was his
brother-in-law's adviser. He gave him a cushy job and then did the numbers to get him in
here and prop him up for some leadership challenge that did not occur, yet the Minister sits
there and says that be knows something about jobs! The clear distinction between members
opposite and members on our side at the next election will be which team genuinely stands
for jobs and for the promotion of business and which teamn does not. The record will show
and does show that members opposite have created the worst recession and unemployment in
this country for 60 years. The member for Balcanta has had a cushy number until now, but he
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has a problem. His problem is not as bad as the Minister for Community Services' problem.
The Minister now knows that he has to get off his butt and talk to people in his electorate.
Those people will judge him at the next election. The only members opposite who will have
any chance of re-election are members from electorates that are stacked with union members,
who will always protect their own. The member for Pilbara, "Happy", will be all right
because the union members will spread their propaganda and get him re-elected. However,
those members opposite in marginal seats in the city know that they will be judged on their
records. They can put pictures of the Premier in every magazine and spend all the money in
the world, but they will be judged on their records. I have been told that a massive spread is
coming out tomorrow in the Wanneroo Times with three or four pages about Carmen
Lawrence. Members opposite can issue all the propaganda they want, but the reaction from
traditional Labor voters in my electorate -

Mr Catania: What are you shadow Minister for?
Mr SHAVE: Employment and training, an area in which I have been heavily involved, and
small business. I know a little about small business because I have been involved in it for
20 years. I suggest to members opposite that I know a little about people wanting jobs.
Mr Catania: What will you do to improve productivity?
Mr SHAVE: We will restore business confidence in this State. The member should ask the
business community in Western Australia what it thinks of the views of the Leader of the
Opposition about what should be happening in Western Australia. Each member of the
business community will tell the member that the Leader of the Opposition is pro jobs, that
he is pro business.
I remember when I firt came to this place members opposite would knock the curent
Leader of the Opposition because of that. Members opposite would say that the current
Leader of the Opposition did not care about the environment or about social justice. The
only way to protect the environment and to achieve social justice is through a productive
economy. The people surveyed recently know that Labor Governments are traditionally
high-spending Governments that fail to realise that the economy must be run in the same way
that a business is run. It is very sad that a large number of people opposite are trade union
stooges who have not had experience in business. If they had such experience, we would not
be facing the current tragedy with unemployment levels in this State.
MR FRED TUBBY (Roleystone) [9.21 pm): Election fever is definitely in the air. I came
to this place four years ago, and recently I returned to my original seat in this place. Four
years ago, members opposite were behaving in exactly the same way as they are behaving
tonight. The only difference is that they are much more worried now than they were four
years ago.
On 8 May this year the Premier made some major announcements just prior to attending the
Premiers' Conference on I11 May. She said that major funding cuts would be made in the
coming Budget, and that the situation would be grave in the education and health arenas.
T'he Premier returned from the Premiers' Conference with an empty handbag, except for a
note which stated that the Federal Government could niot assist because of its $9 billion
deficit. The Federal Government will not be able to allocate any more money to the States.
On 12 May in The West Australian John McGlue wrote an interesting article. I do not
always agree with what he has to say because he has not been very ind to me lately.
However, I do agree with his comment that -

For WA, this means that chronic funding shortages in areas such as health services
will continue into the next financial year and probably beyond, leaving Dr Lawrence
to contemplate delivering a State Budget which contains little but restraint and
cutbacks.

On 13 May the Premier made an announcement that Western Australia would open schools
to five year olds. She stated that full time education will be provided for that age group. I
suggest that initiative will cost the State $100 million. It is amazing that three days after the
Premier's return from the Premiers' Conference, with absolutely no guarantee that the
Federal Government would provide any additional funds, she announced that the State
Budget this year looked like facing a deficit of $300 million.
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On 15 May, another ankile appenrd in the newspaper stating that the Premier had decided to
defer a $25 million Petrochemical Industries Co Ltd debt payment for yet another year, that
is, $50 million has been deferred until next year. Presumably an incoming conservative
Government will have to foot those bills. On 21 May, a couple of days later, we heard about
an interest free loan of $ million for Mr Sarich. I agree that we should support private
enterprise and create new jobs but where are the funds for that? On 22 May it was
announced that $36 million will be spent at Joondalup. The Premier returned from the
Premiers' Conference with an empty handbag but 10 days later she committed in excess of
$140 million to new initiatives. That amount does not include all the other initiatives that
were unfunded, yet the Government cannot finance a social justice policy or other things we
should do immediately.
We should consider the $100 million promised for the education of five year olds. I do not
criticise the Government for offering the opportunity for five year olds to receive full time
education at primary schools in this State. That already happens in the Catholic education
system and in every other State, apart from QueenslandL However, I am critical that the
Government is about to spend $100 million on that initiative at this time. That could have
been done over a number of years where the parents desire that option and where the
facilties are available. It would not have caused a great deal of pain if spread over a number
of years. However, the Government considers it the highest priority on which to spend
$100 million.
Mr Kobelke: You know that is not true. You can do better than that.
Mr FRED TUJBBY: I know that $100 million is involved. Let us consider the credibility of
spending that sum. An amount of $70 million will be spent on infirastructure at primary
schools to provide additional facilities. If we are to come into line with other Stares, that is
to be the highest priority. Where will we then place the yea 7 children? In other States
children go to high school at the age of 12; that is, year 7. It will cause much pain for people
transferring from the Eastern States to Western. Australia when a child who is 12 and expects
to go to high school finds himself lobbed back into primary school, while his mates in the
Eastern States awe at high school. The same problem will occur when these people transfer
back to the Eastern States because their children will not be at the same level as their
counterparts. That is a real problem.
Mr P.J. Smith: Is the problem created by a difference in the courses, or is it a social
problem?
Mr FRED TUBBY: Itris both.
Mr P.J. Smith: They actually go to high school.
Mr FRED TUBBY: They are provided with opportunities to do courses. The member
knows that.
When this initiative was first mooted I asked the Minister about the matter during a radio
program. She said that she would talk about the matter in two or three years. If that is the
case we will need to put in extra classrooms and facilities in all secondary schools in order to
shift year 7 children to high schools. Where does that leave the primary schools? They will
be left with vacant classrooms and unused facilities. Why in heaven's name does the
Government intend to spend $70 million over the next two years building additional
preprimary facilities at primary schools when in two years - God forbid, if the Government
wins the next election - we will spend more on secondary schools and leave vacant rooms at
primary schools?
Why does the Government not look ahead? If we are to take this initiative let us build
facilities at secondary schools, shift the year 7 children to the secondary schools, create the
vacancies, knock out the walls at the primary schools and refurbish the rooms to utilise the
classes at die primary schools for the initiative the Government wants to pursue. We see this
initiative as a vote buying exercise in -marginal seats; it is a waste of $70 million over the
next couple of years to build new facilities at every primary school. Later on, if we go down
the same path as the Eastern Stares, we will have unused facilities, buildings and classrooms
at primary schools. The Government is not thinking far enough ahead. Once again, the
Government is willing to gamble with and waste millions of dollars of taxpayers' funds. It is
an absolute nonsense.
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Mr P.J Smith: The member has forgotten the problem. We have an increase in the number
of students in secondary schools.
Mr FRIED TUBBY: If the Government shifts the year 7s out, the situation in primary schools
will be even worse. How credible is this initiative? I spoke to an officer of the Ministry of
Education who is appalled by this Government, but he is employed by the Government and
must do as he is told. His time is being taken up targeting where these five year olds will be
placed. He has been told to locate them in primary schools in marginal seats. This officer
must find out which booths the Government must hold and the five year aids will be placed
in the nearest primary school. The Government sees education for five year olds as an
election gimmick. It is providing education dollars for child minding in marginal areas.
That is how cynical this Government is. It is not only wasting taxpayers' money but also the
time of taxpayer funded bureaucrats to do its work. One would think it would give itself a
little credibility and have chat task done within the Australian Labor Party. It is an absolute
disgrace to use bureaucrats for that purpose.
Mr P1J Smith: Ame you puffing it on the record that officers of the Ministry of Education
have been told to do that?
Mr FRIED TUB BY: The member should bet his life I am putting it on the record.
Mr P.J. Smith: Or have you just made that up? Are you saying they have been directed to do
that by the Government?
Mr FRED TUBBY: I am not making up one word of that. My word stands for something in
this place. That is precisely what is happening right now in the Ministry of Education. Ithe
member for Bunbwzy is not aware of that, he had better find out. The Government's
credibility is on the line. The Government is wasting taxpayers' money. It is misusing
bureaucrats within the Ministry of Education to prop up a few of its marginal sears. The
Government has promised five year old schooling for no other reason.
Our schools have ceilings which are falling down because this Government has not
malntined schools across the length and breadth of this State for years and years; not since
the Labor Party has been in Government The member for Bunbury should go to
Donnybrook where the high school facilities are an absolute disgrace. The Donnybrook
community has been trying to get the Minister for Education to visit Donnybrook for the past
couple of years. Tonight the Minister for Education was asked when she would be visiting
Donnybrook and she has promised to visit "sonmc time in the futur". The situation is the
same in Bridgetown, which cannot accommodate all its prepimnary children. Members could
visit any school in this State and look at the facilities offered to the 30 000 children who have
severe learning disabilities. Those children are getting no support whatsoever.
Mr P.J. Smith: Stop exaggerating.
Mr FRED TUBBY: That support has been withdrawn.
Mr P.J. Smith: It has not.
Mr FRED TUBBY: It has been withdrawn because those children can no longer be
accommodated within the education support units. Specialist facilities have been closed and
disabled children are taking those places. The whole system is falling down around the
Government's ears and it is wasting money on election gimmicks. The Government is doing
practically nothing for students in non compulsory years 11I and 12. The Government is
talking about Pathways and alternative courses but that is all rhetoric. It must do something
rather than just talk. It must allocate funds, design courses, and put facilities in place. That
will cost a lot of dollars. The Government has nor allocated any dollars to that new initiative.
What will happen to the students who are going to leave year 12 at the end of next year?
They will go out to try to find a job. They will be competing with the 35 per cent of last
year's school leavens who have not yet found a job. They have Buckley's chance of getting a
job. The whole situation is ridiculous. The Government must fund more places in technical
and further education. I have asked the Premier questions about TAPE. She cannot come to
an agreement with the Federal Government about funding because the Federal Government
wants to take control, so it is tightening the purse strings.
Mr P.J. Smith: Is part of your policy to take control of TAPE?
Mr FRED TUBBY: The State Government must fulfil its responsibilities in TAPE. It must
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provide additional courses and places in TAPE, but no funding is available. The
Government is spending $100 million looking after booths in marginal seats. That is the
Government's most important priority. What is tke Government doing for children who have
severe disabilities? The Government has dumped those children into mainstream classes
without any facilities, resources or backup for teachers. Teachers are expected to
accommodate 30 children within their class, three of whom could have severe learning
problems such as cerebral palsy and Down's syndrome.
Mr P.J. Smith: They get support.
Mr FRED TUBBY: They get ramps and extra wide toilets.
Mr P.1. Smith: They get people.
Mr FRED TUBBY: They do not get people. If a Down's syndrome child is placed in a
year 1 class, an aide will be provided to assist in the mornings, but in the afternoon the
teacher must look after the whole kit and caboodle - al 30 children!C The teachers
accommodate those children, but they are placed under stress. The member for Bunbury is
confused about education and social policy. Educational institutions are primarily for
educational purposes not socialisation purposes.
The Government has its priorities wrong. It has confused education and social policies. The
member for Bunbury should talk to teachers, to parents of disabled children, and to parents
of normal children in the classroom. They are all missing out. Disabled children are not
getting the specialist attention they require because the Government is not resowvcing the
schools and giving support to those teachers. Able bodied children are not getting the
attention they deserve and warrant because teachers are having to spend too much time
assisting disabled children. Nobody is better off.
Mr P.J. Smith: Are you promising a full time aide for each child or are you going to put
them back into the institutions?
Mr FRED TUBBY: I am proposing that those children who have a severe disability be given
the best educational opportunities available. If that means going into a unit in the grounds of
a primary school and out of the mainstream classroom, so be it. The educational advantages
that child will accrue would be far better in that unit than sitting in a under resourced
classroom lost in a corner. These children would be better off out of the mainstream
classroom and integrating with the rest of the school in a range of other activities.
Educational skills should be addressed as well as they can be.
Mr P.J. Smith: On a withdrawal basis?
Mr FRED TUBBY: If necessary, yes. That would allow the children to spend time with the
other children in the class. Members cannot argue with that.
Ms P.J. Smith: The parents wouldL
Ms FRED TUBBY: The parents would not. Parents start off wanting the socialisation of
their child, thinking that will be the bees' knees and the end of their problems. In getting that
socialisation they believe their children will be given all the educational support required to
pick up the necessary educational skills within a normal classroom. They soon find out to
their dismay that the children do not receive that support. It then becomes a dilemma which
they must weigh up. At the end of the day those parents will opt to have their children
educated to their maximum capabilities.
Mr P.J. Smith: That is not what they tell me.
Mr FRIED TUIBBY: They will be willing to sacrifice some of the socialisation skills. If they
are kept within the accepted setting they can still receive the social advantages but their
educational problems will be addressed. The credibility of the Premier and the Government
is on the line. What are the Government's priorities? Added to all the needs in the education
system, including those for children already in dhe system, are many other priorities more
important than spending $100 million on full time education for five year olds. Given the
prevailing economic conditions that is a tenth order issue.
Only two weeks ago, before going to the Premiers' Conference, the Premier told us that
major cuts in education and health would occur. She came back empty handed yet we have
been presented with all of these initiatives. Sooner or later the electorte will wake up to her.
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Election fever is in the air. Some members are feeling very vulnerable and are, therefore, in
favour of this initiative.
Mr Ainsworth: Not only is election fever in the air, but so is the smell of pork.
?r FRED TUJBBY: Yet. I ain disappointed that the Leader of the House is not in the
Chamber. In fact only one Independent member and the Deputy Whip are sitting on the
Government benches. The Leader of the House has only a three per cent margin on his side
and the same Liberal candidate will be against him in the next election. The same person
who managed to get a 1O per cent swing against the Leader of the House in the last election
needs only a three per cent swing to win the scat of Armadale.
The Leader of the House has sent a letter to all of those children in my electorate who turned
18 this year. That letter encourages them to leave home and live in his electorate,
presumably to vowe for him. He even wrote to my daughter. The letter states -

Often when people are busy moving house it is easy to overlook keeping their
electoral enrolment up to date.

If that is not an invitation to leave home I do not know what is. He finishes the letter by
stating -

If you have just moved into the Electorate of Armadale, I amr your State Member of
Parliament and I am happy to assist you at any time if you experience difficulties
with Stat Government Departments or you may wish to talk to me about issues of
importance to you and your family.

My daughter was thrilled to receive this letter. She has lived at home in my electorate as
have, I presume, all the other people who received a similar letter. The letterhead has been
upgraded because the last time I saw the letterhead for the member for Arinadale it did not
have a flash photograph of him using the telephone. Presumably, it has been updated for the
election. It is a great photograph of the member for Annadale, but the one thing he is not
doing on the telephone is talking to his constituents. The constituents in his electorate gave
up years ago trying to contact him on the telephone or to get to see him in his office. They
come to my office because they have given up on him. Therefore, I do not know who he is
talking to on the telephone in that photograph on the letterhead.
I have been asked how he posted the letter and whether he put a stamp on the letter or used a
franking machine? We know that the Leader of the House has had many problems with
postage. In this case the letter was franked but, to be fair to the Leader of the House, and
from my limited knowledge of franking machines, it was probably franked by the machine at
the Arinadale post office.
Mr P.J. Smith: You have said that he was encouraging people to leave home and go to his
electorate to live.
Mr FRED TUJBBY: Yes, he has stated -

Often when people are busy moving house it is easy to overlook keeping their
electoral enrolment up to date.

That letter was sent to my daughter who has lived in my house and who has never left home.
She rang her friends and they had all received the same letter which encourages them to live
in his electorate and to vote for him.
M& Shave: Has he signed the letter?
Mr FRED TUJBBY: Yes.
Mr P.J. Smith: It is drawing a long bow to say that he is encouraging young people to leave
home.
Mr FRED TUBBY: The member should tell me if "Often when people are busy moving
house" is not an invitation to move home. The letter was personally addressed to my
daughter who has lived at home for the past 18 years. It is absolute nonsense! Election fever
is definitely in the air. The Government is pork-barrelling to the best of its ability. That
statement has credibility because the Premier indicated two or three weeks ago that no
money was left in the kitty.
Mr Wiese: Has dhe por gone off?
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Mr FRED TUBBY: It is rancid for those parents who cannot get their schoolrooms fixed and
have their other needs met. To top it off, I arrived home on Thursday night to see a letter
from the member for Armadale addressed to my daughter encouraging her to move to his
electorate to vote for him. Election fever is definitely in the air.
MR STRICKLAND (Scarborough) [9.46 pm]: This Bill seeks authorisation for a large
amount of money to be allocated to programs which will be detailed in the Budget session. I
draw to the House's attention some of the concerns expressed by people in my electorate
about the financial credibility of this Government. I have received three letters: One from a
parent, one from a school and another from a teacher. They set out the situation as they see
it. The message from the school refers to the recent announcement offering full tine
schooling to all five year olds. The letter raises the concern about the Minister for
Education's recent indication that consultations would occur with all parties before a formal
announcement would be made on the matter. The school that wrote to me is very interested
in finding out the depth of consultation because it was a complete surprise to them. It is also
concerned about the funding of the proposal and has made the point that the Minister has
been unable to increase the school grunt to meet the inflation factor. That has reduced the
purchasing power of that school. That has probably happened in every school in the State.
That school is battling to keep up because the Government cannot increase its grant to meet
the inflation factor.
The letter also states that the provision of services has been reduced and that the Minister is
currently unable to provide sufficient funds to maintain the school. That school's buildings
need external painting to protect the timber from rotting. We have just heard the member for
Roleystone, who is the Opposition spokesman on education, detail the problems of
maintenance ina schools throughout the State. The schools are struggling to meet the needs of
students as a result of a shortage of resources. Some of the difficulties with resources at this
school include a lack of guidance officers, problems with remedial reading and language
centres, and no speech therapist is available. If young people are to have a good start in their
schooling perhaps we should look carefully at what is happening in the schools now before
making promises about spending another $100 million. The point is made in the letter that it
is evident to every teacher in this State that the resources allocated to education are being
spread too thinly.
The next point made is about the integration of the special needs of children, which has not
been resourced anywhere near enough. The assistance to children in early classes through
teacher aides is only 40 per cent of the level calculated; that is, 0.3 per cent of a full time
equivalent. It appears that there is a lack of facilities in the school for art, music and physical
education and it does not have a proper library facility. The question is raised about whether
equal opportunity legislation should be applied to schools. The schools which believe they
are not being allocated sufficient resources will then be in a position to apply for similar
resources to those allocated to other schools. The final point made in the letter is that schools
learn about changes to the education system via the Press.
A teacher fromn the same school wrote to me to clarify the situation relating to the preprimnary
centre in which she teaches. She points out that she has three children with special needs in
her class. One is a young fellow who has very poor sight. The child knocks over the blocks
and is unable to distinguish colours, but these problems are dealt with easily because he does
not have a behavioural problem. Another of the children has autistic tendencies, suffers from
epilepsy, has little or no integration skills and has the language skills of a child of
approximately 18 months old. As a result, the child has a very poor level of concentration
for set tasks and is extremely volatile at tines. This child has given the teacher a black eye
and has caused bleeding and bruising to the aide through biting. She has spat at teaching
aides and has excreted all over the place and the teaching staff have been left to clean up the
mess. Apparently she had avery bad fit in the library and had to be removed by the
principal. The long term effect on the other children in the clas is that they am not only
frightened of the child, but also are concerned about returning to the library in case they go
through the same experience. The third child has very poor social skills and is aggressive
and violent. During his mood changes, which can be three or four tinis during a session, he
has punched and kicked the aide. He disrupts lessons by screaming and being totally
uncooperative and, therefore, has to be physically removed from the class.
While every member in this House would be prepared to lend support to allowing children
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with special disabilities to be integrated into society, we must get the balance right. To do
that we must find die resources to help in these situations. The existing resources provide for
an aide ro be allocated to one of those children for six and ahalf hours aweek. The child
wtends for nearly I11 hours a week and for a great deal of the time an aide is not provided and
the teacher and children are suffering. The reacher says in her letter that the effects of
dealing with the disruptions to her program by these children have had a physical and
emotional effect on her. She has become exhausted, is irritable and has lost enthusiasm for
her job. The aide reflects the same feelings and has hack pains which have been caused by
physically restraining and removing these children from the class. Visits from special
education teachers have left the teacher totally disillusioned and she expressed the view in
her letter that although these special children have rights and she wants to do everything she
can for them, the other children in the class whom she is preparing for year 1 also have
rights. She would like some practical assistance and some physical help. She says that it is
not enough for one to say that she is doing a good job and to keep it up because the children
are improving. She asks what is the cost to the other children and the staff. These are the
comments from a teacher who is snruggling in one of our schools and there are many like her.
In my discussions with the principal I found that some of these events have come about
because of the Government's policy which states that schools must take disabled children
because the Health Department says that they should be at school. It reduces the load of the
Department of Health, but it increases the load in the education system. All sorts of
problems have been encountered including children running away and teachers having to go
on search missions. The teachers do not always know that they will get these sorts of
enrolments. The problem I have referred to occurred last year and the situation this year is
not as bad. The point is that if a difficult special case arrives at a school and there is a long
delay between completing the paperwork and making the assessment, if a resource allocation
is forthcoming it does not cover the situation. It all comes down to the fact that there is a
shortage of money. Many people have told me they want social justice for all people and
that the Government should not go overboard for a few people. The point was made that
with 32 children in a class, two children involved in an integration program puts pressure on
the teachers concerned.
The letter I received from a parent outlines his concern about the situation. A flow-on from
these problems is that other parents of children in the class react to them. If they believe
their children are disadvantaged they move them to another school. Hfa few children leave a
school at the same time all sorts of problems concerning the school's classification can arise.
Most of the schools in my district have a very fine balance when it comes to student
numbers. The concerned parent indicated in his letter that there was a very tense atmosphere
in the classroom but he holds the preprimary teacher in the highest regard, as do most of the
parents. He considers that the teacher has maintained a warm and happy atmiosphere, but it is
distressing that this situation exists and that limited assistance is available. The parent
considers that a total disregard has been shown for the other children in the class.
These issues are emotive but they have been presented to me in a way which is not emotive.
These people have informed me of the situation which prevails and I decided to put their
concerns on the parliamentary record. The concerns reflect what is occurring in all the
schools because of the shortage of resources, which is due to the shortage of finances.
I have an interesting problem to bring to the attention of the House which I was intending to
raise as a grievance. However, it was difficult to find which Minister was responsible, so I
raise the matter now. This relates to a person who started a small business called Country
Wide Timber Products on Scarborough Beach Road. The young fellow who started the
business was a taxi driver who leased two blocks of land, one f-rm the Main Roads
Department and the other from the Departmient of Planning and Urban Development. He
found later that when leasing land from the Crown one not only must pay all one's lease fees
but also is deemed to be the owner and is subject to land tax. I have a copy of his land tax
bill. He has suddenly been deemed to be the owner of two blocks of land set aside for a
freeway on which he has started a small business and on which he now must pay land tax.
This man found that about 400 000 tonnes of tree waste is buried each year. T1hat fact
concerned him for some time, so he decided to start a business recycling that afe waste. At
the moment people who lop acees when clearing blocks must cart those trees to the tip as
waste and pay for the right to tip that waste which is then buried. People now can dump their
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tree loppings on the two blocks of land that this man leases from the Government. He
originally engaged two young, unemployed people to work for hinm. He supplied them with a
basic sort of job. We must find employment for the unskilled and low skilled people in our
society who have difficulty finding employment, which is what this small businessman did
by providing work for those two people from that end of the employment market.
The young man found that by cutting up the wood he could produce firewood and garden
mulch. An interesting thing he did not realise when he started his business is that wood
carvers can find all sorts of specially shaped pieces of wood on his land and their purchases
have become a niche part of his business. Other people have been observing what he has
been doing. In order to boast his business this person went to the Water Authority in an
attempt to get assistance in promoting his garden mulch. He has been advised by experts that
he is making a new product that is far better than the coloured pine bark mixed with coal dust
sold in a lot of places. This person make-s his income by charging the equivalent of the tip
fee for trucks to dump their timber on these two blocks which in tur saves them travelling
time because he is well located.
This fellow is at the sharp end and is doing something. Things had been pretty tight during
this recessionary period and then he suddenly copped this bill for land tax. He received some
relief today with the announcement that land tax would be frozen at the present rate.
However, he knows that he will receive another bill for land tax on the second block. People
who are doing positive things for the environment and who have reached an arrangement to
lease land from the Crown should not have to pay land tax on that land. I thought the
landlord normally paid land tax on a leased property. It appears that the Government is out
to get every dollar it can, which is most unfortunate because this young fellow has now had
to put off one of his employees and is driving his taxi six nights a week while stil working
during the day so that he can maintain his business through the recession. If Government
members, and in particular the Premier, who is responsible for land tax, read this speech, I
hope they will give consideration to ameliorating this situation.
I have here a booklet titled, "Speaking Out, Taking Part" in which the first recommendation
is that all recycling of products should have Government support and outlets should be
provided to which people take their cartons, plastic, glasses and so on as many people are
willing to recycle things but do not know where to take tern. If that is the first
recommendation of this inquiry, and if the Premier were keen on creating fairs to promote
such things, perhaps consideration could be given to Country Wide Timber Products. It is
doing something positive about these things at a time when not too many positive things are
happening for the environment, when there is much talk about the environment but few
people doing anything about it. This is one young person having a go in that area.
I will tur to some of the comments made about a recent fair. The Press clippings relating to
this matter indicate that the Premier responded to a question saying that the cost of the fair
had blown out to $709 000. What concerns me is that promotion of the fair cost $222 000,
speakers $63 000, entertainment $30 000, design and layout $198 000, and Mrs O'Shea, the
advertising and marketing person, received $70 000. The fair was to be the Government's
response to the "Speaking Out, Taking Part" exercise, which was a valid one. Mrs Ruth
Reid, for whom many people have a great fonkdness, headed up the relevant commission as
chairperson. That commission did a lot of good work. What rubbed salt into the wound is
not the work that these people did, because they got out and surveyed hundreds of thousands
of people, but the cynical, political exercise the Government undertook in funding a fair
which was really just a $709 000 election platform paid for by taxpayers to promote the
Government's Social Advantage package. A little while ago we talked about parliamentary
standards and the financial interests of members and political parties, including donations,
and so on. It rankles that the Government has produced what many would see as an election
campaign document using $709 000 of taxpayers' money to have a little fair.
Mr CJ. Barnen: How many people went to the fair?
Mr STRICKLAND: Few. A member of my family went to the dentist and on seeing the
tents went to have a look. That family member said the people there were weird and way
out A couple of stalls had something useful, but it was difficult to understand what it was all
about.
Mr CJ. Barnett: Someone mild me the number was 7 000, which seems too low even to be
credible. If it were true it would mean the fair cost about $150O a head.
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Mr STRICKLAND: A previous speaker asked how country people could get there, and we
all know they could not If the aim of the fair was to consult with people and give them an
opportunity of saying something -

Mr Wiese: And to make them feel good.
Mr STRICKLAND: Yes, it was one of those warm, fuzzy exercises. A few people might
have got a warm, fuzzy feeling out of it, but what was the point? If the Government wanted
100 000 people - say, five per cent of the State's population - to have a say, it could not fit
that number into a ridiculous little fair like that.
Mr CiJ. Barnett: Some people who went there told me it was boring. That was their
response.
Mr STRICKLAND: In analysing it one must ask whether it was a meaningful way for the
Government to respond to an inquiry it had set up, or to provide an opportunicy for the
people of Western Australia to have some input. Any sane, reasonable, thinkting person
would have to say, "No. Let us be really honest. Some people got some money to print
some lovely coloured pamphlets and it was a big build up to a Press release for the Social
Advantage package." In time to come we will examine that package and the wherewithal
this Government does not have to fund iL.
Mr Ripper Thousands of people enjoyed that fair and had a chance to debate,
Mr C.J. Barnett: How many people went? Did you count them?
Mr Ripper: I was not there.
Mr STRICKLAND: Probably some people went there and had a nice time. That is terrific,
but at dhe end of the day what dhe heck has it achieved? The Government has spent $709 000
of the taxpayers' money, given a few people some warm, fuzzy feelings, and haunched its
Social Advantage package, but what has it really achieved apart from a little publicity? The
sum of $222 000 was spent on promotions, and it sticks in my craw that in this Parliament
last year when I tied to argue that the Government should fund the One Parent Centre - and
the Parliament supported the Liberal Party's motion - the Government said, "No, the Budget
is so tight that we could not find $270 000 in a fit." Yet for the sake of a warm, fuzzy feeling
the Government has spent funds equivalent to the cost of establishing two and a half one
parent centres.
Mr Ripper: Since that decision was made a number of people have approached me to say
that they thought the centre was promoting dependency and was not doing the job it should
have been doing. That was an interesting reaction.
Mr STRICKLAND: Our judgment is that there ame many other ways in which the
Government can allow people to have input and consultation. We believe it really wasted
taxpayers' money on that fair.
I turn now to something else that really sticks in my craw; that is, the voluntary severance
package the Treasurer mentioned in her second reading speech, That package started at
$50 million when the Governor gave his Speech and told us of the brilliant things that would
happen. A little while ago a Press release said it was $74 million, and in the Treasurer's
second reading speech she said -

Based on current approvals under the voluntary severance scheme the estimated cost
of direct salaries and wages is $48 million ... Additional estimated outlays of
$54 million will be needed to meet accrued leave entitlements and lump sum
superannuation payments.

That is a total of $102 million.
Mr C.). Barnett: Where will the money come from?
Mr STRICKLAND: It will be funded by way of borrowings appropriated through the
General Loan and Capital Works Fund.
I have gone to the trouble of getting these Press clippings of 10, 11 and 12 November, and
many questions have already been asked about this matter. The Treasurer is claiming that
over a five year period we will save $202 million. However, if the Government borrowed
this money on anything like the terms on which it has been borrowing money for other
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things -chat is,33 year terms -the interest to bepaid on this would be $75milion. I donot
believe the proper sums have been done on these matter. I have had a question about the
redundancy package on the Notice Paper since 31 Match, and it remains unanswered. I do
not think the Treasurer wants to answer iz, because I do not think the figures add up. This is
of great concern to me. It is a harebrained scheme and I question whether real savings will
be made when the Treasurer has taken the money out of my children's and grandsons'
pockets and brought it into this year's Budget to make ic look good. She saved some money
on the coming year' s Budget but they will be paying it for 33 Budgets hence. I wan: the
Treasurer to answer my question and other questions about this matter. Why should she
leave this Parliamnent in a sea of ignorance over a harebrained scheme for which she is just
quoting figures off the top of her head?
DR TURNBULL (Collie) [ 10. 16 pmJ: We are debating the Supply Bill, which seeks an
appropriation of just on $3 billion from the Consolidated Revenue Fund and the General
Loan and Capital Works Fund in order to enable the activities of this Government to
continue pending the passage of Appropriation Bills during the Budget session of the next
financial year. Therefore, it is appropriate that we debate items which may cost the State
extra money in the coming year.
One very important subject about which I have spoken a number of times, is that of child
care centres. I believe child care centres are an important factor in the lives of women
because they allow women to go out to work, whether by choice or because they have to.
However, there are other places apart from child care centres where child care can be
provided; namely, family day centres in people's own homes, which can be registered. In the
Supplement to the Capital Works Estimates for 1991-92 the Government's program for child
care centres shows that this year an additional $3.9 million was to be made available for
eight centres at which child care and other activities would be provided. The estimated cost
of those eight family centres was $3.1 million.
I do not know whether those eight centres have yet been built, but the list I saw of locations
where they were proposed to be built basically consisted of those suburbs which represent a
very important investment for die Government and for the seats of members of the
Government. I presume the Social Advantage package which was launched at the Advance
Western Australia Fair - which was described by the member for Scarborough - is a package
deal which will be directed towards next year. It says that these centres arc to be built by
1993, so I presume the Premier has announced those activities which will be done in
1992-93. There will be 15 new family centres, for which $3 million is allocated. However,
that amount of money would not be anywhere near the amount required for 15 new family
centres.
Mr Ripper: The $3 million is for the completion of 15 family centres, and we will have
40 completed centres operating by the beginning of next year.
Dr TUJRNBULL. When we read the Social Advantage package, we gain the impression that
15 extra centres will be built
Mr Ripper We are allocating $3 million for the completion of 15 family centres.
Dr TURNBULL: That fits in with what I suspect the Government is doing: It is saying that
it will finish off the eight family centres announced in last year's Budget and will add six or
seven more centres. Therefore, the Social Advantage package is a pre-election package. As
the member for Scarborough indicated, almost $750 000 was spent launching this package
which conveys a nice impression to electors; however, it does not tell the truth at all. It says
that 15 new family centres will be built, but they are not new ones started from scratch.
These are centres which are in the process of being built. I am pleased that the Minister was
here to indicate how the $3 million will be spent on the 15 family centres.
Mr Wiese: It is scraping the barrel,
Dr TURN2BULL: hndeed, it is scraping the bottom of the barrel. Only after the election will
it become apparent that these arc not 15 new family centres but family centres which will be
completed later this year or early next year. It is difficult to tell whether the funds involved
in this package relate to this year's or next year's Budgets. The Social Advantage package
gives the impression that this Government is being generous with its largesse in creating
15 new family centres.
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Mr Ripper: Do you think we should have a package discussing families which should not
mention the fact that we are building 15 new family centres?
Dr TUJRNBULL: I ant not tailking about helping families; I refer to this pre-election package
which will draw $3 million from the $3 billion provided in the Supply Bill before the House.
This is part of an election campaign.
Mr Ripper We are talking about a continuing program of building family centres to meet
the needs of our four year old development program. Currently, too many families are
isolated and disadvantaged. The document simply points out what we are spending to
complete a number of matters.
Dr TURNBULL: The Social Advantage package does not indicate that these are continuing
programs. It is couched in words which indicate that it is definitely a pie-election package
related to the ft-election prospects of the Government.
As other members have indicated, three-quarters. of a million dollars was spent on the fair
which was used to launch this package. Why should the Government spend that much
money on a launch for continuing programs?
Mr Ripper: You are talking about one of 80 initiatives.
Dr TURiNBULL: The Minister does not answer the question.
Mr Ripper: These programs will cost $179 million, and you are saying that we should not
mention that aspect in the context of the programs which are aiming to support the family.
Do you suggest that we should not mention that 15 new family centres are being built?
Mr Wiese: She is saying that you should not waste $750 000 launching the program.
Dr TLURNBULL: I also say that the document was prepared to be used as a pre-election
package. That is demonstrated in many other areas which have been described by other
speakers today.
I now refer to the pre-election WA Advantage package launched in February by the Premier
in which she mentioned a long list of items designed to help the future development of
Western Australia. An element of this package was competitive energy prices for Western
Australia. The Premier promised that no energy tariff increases will occur in Western'
Australia in 1992-93. That is the most blatant of all the electioneering promises. However,
SECWA literature indicates that the LI and the 10 tariffs will be raised with a steady
increase in the price of energy throughout the next three years to 1995. Therefore, the claim
that no tariff energy increases will occur in 1992-93 does not match the steady increase in
price which SEC WA has outlined.
The Government is using SECWA as part of its strategy for the funding of its programs by
claiming there will be no energy tariff increases in 1992-93. The Government is also using
SECWA money for subsidies and grants. It can be said that this is a roundabout way for
SECWA to contribute to the Government's social welfare policy. Subsidies are granted for
Seniors' Card holder rebates, dependent children rebates and supply charges rebates to
pensioners, and these are losses which SECWA sustains in providing electricity to those
people at a subsidy. In that respect, the cost does not show up as a component of the
Government's social welfare policy.
I do not suggest that it is wrong to allow a subsidy or a rebate for pensioners and people with
dependent children; nevertheless in 199 1-92 the supply charge rebate of $10.4 million, the
Seniors' Card holder rebate of $2.4 million, and the dependent child rebate of $6.7 million -
a total of just on $20 million - was revenue forgone by SECWA. That is a factor which is
not evident in the Bill before the House. It is part of the Government's social welfare
program. Members may wonder what I am carrying on about when I speak about the State
Energy Commission's being required to fund the State social welfare program. It would not
be relevant except that the State is trying to produce a competitive rate of electricity for
industry. To include in SECWA's charges $20 million for social welfare commitments is a
charge against industry. Another factor is that the Government takes four per cent of
SECWA's turnover tax. Although it may be a Government instrumentality and it may not be
required to pay other taxes, when SECWA is trying to produce competitive energy the
necessity for it to contribute to the State's budgetary process further increases electricity
costs to Western Australian industry. That is another example of how Treasury's
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calculations convey an impression of good management. Electricity charges in Western
Australia have increased by only two per cent in real terms. That may appear to be efficient,
but if the Government had not taken out one per cent on turnover tax, thereby increasing that
tax from three per cent to four per cent, the domestic and commercial increases in Western
Australfia this year would have been only one per cent. We must look very carefully at how
the Treasurer balances the books. Many other examples of fudging are occurring in the
Western Australian Treasury. Mention has already been made tonight of the deferment of
the Petrochemical Industries Co Ltd fiasco costings and the method of funding the
redundancy packages. Those are examples of how the Treasurer is using varied ways of
balancing the books and creating the impression of being a very good housekeeper.
Mr CJ. Barnet You have a Labor Government which has not the integrity to pay its own
debt. It walks away fronm its debts.
Dr TURNBLJLL: It intends to leave those debts to the future generation. In many cases it
has previously tried to accuse other Governments of doing this. This Government's debts
have escalated to gigantic proportions over the past eight years.
I refer now to some areas in which this money should be expended for the betterment of the
people of Western Australia. I refer firstly to health provisions in Western Australia. The
health system in Western Australia is greatly in need of another cardiac unit. The only one in
Western Australia which is at the Royal Perth Hospital is used to perform as many life saving
operations and procedures as possible on the people who manage to sit out the waiting list.
However, more than half as many people again do not reach the Royal Perch Hospital cardiac
unit. The reason for that is that although people attend the Royal Perth Hospital, the Sir
Charles Gairdner Hospital and the Fremantle Hospital specialist cardiac clinics, when a
person's name is put on the waiting list for cardiac surgery a sufficient number of people is
already on the waiting list specifically to till the places in the Royal Perth Hospital cardiac
unit. Everyone else in Western Australia in need of cardiac procedures must somehow have
their name channelled onto the waiting list for Royal Perth Hospital. Many people in
Western Australia could benefit from procedures performed at Royal Perth Hospital.
However, they are unable to improve their productivity or their physical well being because
they do not have access to the procedures at the Royal Perth Hospital cardiac unit. Another
cardiac unit should be provided for the Western Australian community at the Sir Charles
Gairdner Hospital. The lack of this facility is not only to the detriment of many people in
Western Australia but also very expensive for people to continue to attend the specialist
cardiac outpatient facilities. The Minister for Health will say that the Royal Perth Hospital,
the Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital and the Fremantle Hospital specialist clinics are doing a
fantastic job because they are turning over far more patients than before. The reason for that
is that nothing is bein; done for the patients; their names remain on the waiting lit. If one is
continually on a waiting hast one must attend the specialist clinics; therefore the throughput
will increase. Thai is a waste of money. That money could be better spent on performing the
procedures needed by the patients enabling them to go home to a much more productive,
comfortable and happy life.
I refer now to emergency services, another area which has been affected by cost cutting.
This week's Sunday Times reported the shameful situation at Dwellingup where the
operating times of die nursing post have been reduced. In other words, no after hours service
is to be provided. What is the point of having nursing posts to provide emergency assistance
in a district if no 24 hour cover is allowed? The service has been reduced for financial
reasons. I am sure that a very small portion of the $250 000 wasted on launching the Social
Advantage package would have been very easily used to continue a 24 hour service at the
Dwellingup nursing post. Other examples are where an anaesthetist was not available to
assist a young girl who needed emergency procedures at Lake Grace; and where the
Raveusthorpe Hospital told a patient not to attend the hospital because a particular service
could not be provided on the weekend. It is just an ordinary service to an ordinary citizen of
the area. The Royal Perth Hospital stopped taking patients for one day only a few weeks
ago. These are al problems which could be solved with proper financial management.
Excess spending on services for the masses must cease.
Many programs in Western Australia need money spent on them. One of the most important
of those is the services provided by the Aboriginal environmental health workers. Millions
of dollars are being wasted by taking Aboriginal people to regional centres for specialist
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treatment and saving their lives when only a few thousand dollars would need to be spent on

provin evrnetlhath workers to ensure that people do no: get diseases which
plc im in that dbiltating situation. For example, hookworm was prevalent at the former
i aur mission in the Kimberley. Hookworm is a third world disease. The

environmental health workers and community health workers there need only a few thousand
dollars to solve die problem. Better sewerage is needed and people need to be made aware of
the solutions that will prevent them from getting hookworm. Hookworm is contracted from
raw sewage. One of die proposals that has been put forward to solve the problem is to move
the town. That would cost far less than pouring money into expensive medical services.
Dog days is another expensive service. It is an absolute waste of very highly paid medical
practitioners throughout the Pilbara and areas north of Kalgoorlie for medical practitioners to
supervise dog days. Medical practitioners have to put down diseased dogs and dip the rest of
them up to their noses. They must ensure that the dogs are put into die dip completely. This
is to prevent the spread of diseases from dogs in Aboriginal communities. Only a few
hundred thousand dollars would have to be spent and should be targeted now at that service
to ensure that Aboriginal environmental health workers have adequate facilities.
We should also stop admitting Aboriginal children to regional hospitals when they have
malnutrition. We must return to dealing with absolute basics. All the fancy things that the
Department for Community Services is dreaming up for managing juvenile justice and trying
to prevent juveniles from offending should be dealt with through basic health and education
programs; that is where the money must be spent. It also must be spent on providing
Aboriginal environmental heath workers. If there is one thing that 1, as at National Party
member, will do in my time in this place, it will be to ensure that Aboriginal environmental
health workers are given adequate facilities so that we do not go on and on treating illnesses
that can be treated more efficiently on the basis of prevention than by taking patients to
expensive regional centres and even to Perth,
We do not know how the amount appropriated in the Bill before the House tonight will be
spent. However, I can see die signs already that it will be used for pre-election purposes.
Mr C.J. Barnett: T1he Government would never do that! The Labor Party would not abuse
taxpayers' funds!
Dr TUJRNBULL: The member is a very trusting man if he believes that to be the case.
Mlthough we all know some of the areas into which money will be put, it is likely that it will
be not used for 24 hour a day emergency coverage, for Aboriginal environmental health
workers or for a new cardiac unit. I doubt also that it will be allocated for maintenance
which is needed so critically in schools in Western Australia and in my electorate, including
the $25 000 needed for basic maintenance at the Collie Senior High School.
MR OMODEI (Warren) [10.47 pm]: I note with interest that approximately $2 900 million
will be drawn fr-om the Consolidated Revenue Fund and also another $200 million from the
General Loan and Capital Works Fund under the Supply Bill. I also note with interest that
tomorrow's newspaper refers to my colleague, the member for Melville, as the inheritor of
the reputation of a head kicker. He tells me that he is referred to as a nice person in his
electorate. I suppose he could be a nice bead kicker. Rather than getting things done by
beating the Government around the head, I have preferred to adopt the conciliatory approach.
Tonight I wish to plead with the Government on a matter that is very important to the people
of my electorate and to the people of Western Australia. I am pleased to see the Minister for
Disability Services is in the House - be is the only Minister here.
I refer tonight to the conductive education program which was founded by the Hungarian
physician and pedagogue, Dr Andras Peto. The Peto Institute is well known throughout the
world and particularly by those suffering with cerebral palsy. Dr Andras Pete began his
profession in Vienna and returned to Hungary in 1938. In 1945, on the basis of his studies,
experience and child oriented interest, he began specialising in the education of motor
disabled children. He put in place a carefully integrated system of conductive education
which demanded a new form of training. In 1950. Dr Pewo set up his own institute with
80 places for that training program. Its successor today is the well known Pewo Institute. The
aim of conductive education is the complex development of the personality. The method is
child learning and education based and requires the active cooperation and awareness of the
child and the child's parents. The method is considered complex because it involves all that
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is expected from a child of the relevant age group. Movement. speech and mental ability are
not separately developed but are simultaneously developed. In other words, the program
involves reaching a child all movements right from base one. It is a very complex program
and it requires experts in the field. The people involved in the program - the conductors -
must have a very good relationship wit the child and the child's parents. The Pewo
Institute's records go back more than 20 years, and during that rime more than 5 000 disabled
people have been educated. The success rate in the age group of six years and under is 85
per cent, between six years and 10 years the success rate is 75 per cent and for those above
the age of 10 years the success rare is between 60 and 70 per cent. This reinforces the fact
that the earlier the child receives treatment, the better. The Pewo Institute in Hungary assists
many young people in that area. The children in Hungary who are not self-reliant and who
are dependent on wheelchairs cannot attend normal mainstream or special schools to obtain a
reasonable education, as we know it in Western Australia. The issue is further cormplicated
in that country because Budapest is built on a hillside. Many people live in high rise
buildings, and those people who cannot freely move around and who do not develop their
motor skills have great difficulty; in other words, those people who are not able-bodied are at
a great disadvantage. That provides some background of the Pewo Institute as it is today.
I now refer to a special human interest story about a young girl called Leah who lives a few
kilometres from my property at Easrbrook. She is now quite famous in our localty Many
people have assisted in training Leab over a long period. She suffered from birth
asphyxiation and was diagnosed as having cerebral palsy at the age of six months. When
Leth was 10 months old her parents were told she would always need a wheelchair. During
her first two years Leah was treated by four Western Australian physiotherapists, all of
whom had heard about the Pewo conductive education process in Hungary. One woman, who
specialised in paediatric physiotherapy, told Leth's parents Linda and Greg, that to her
knowledge there was no better treatment for cerebral palsy than that provided at the Pewo
Institute. As a communist country, Hungary had kept all the information on this treatment to
itself and the institute's records indicate that for a long time that information was not allowed
to be shared with western countries and professionals in the western world. It meant that
anyone wanting treatment had to travel to the institute in Hungary. Linda and Greg decided
to try to obtain treatment for [eab at the institute, and on 5 January 1990 they went to
Hungary for six weeks. Much work was done on Leh's motor and learning functions, and
she began to walk with assistance. Linda and Greg returned home to Eastbrook and
continued the program devised by the institute. For a long rime a number of neighbours and
Linda's friends assisted with the time-consuming program on a daily basis.
During 1990. after extensive communication with the institute, it was found that one of the
conductors from the institute could come to Australia for five weeks during the holiday
period at the institute. A young woman, Uldiko Szivek, who had worked with Leab at the
Peto Institute, came to Australia. I received a letter from Leah's mother this morning which
stated that Uldiko -

... arrived at our home in August 1990. It was about one week before Ildiko was due
to go home that she was able to get Leah to walk completely independently even now
writing about that time still brings tears to my eyes as I remember the emotions that
ran through our family to see our daughter finally doing what was predicted she
would never do.

It was also a race against time because once Leah had learned to walk unaided, she had
crossed one major barrier with regard to further treatment and would be able to return to the
institute for a second program of therapy. Of course, one wonders what happens to the
children who do not develop sufficiently to go back for the second treatment program.
Members should be aware that demand for treatment at the Peto Institute comes from all over
the world and if a child does not reach certain goals set by the conductor, the treatment is not
continued. Linda and Greg have told me about the distraught parents who are faced with the
situation that fth institute will no longer continue their child's programs. They went to
Hungary on a second trip and when they arrived the communist regime was in a state of
collapse. Many experienced conductors had left Hungary in search of better places in which
to practise around the world. Ildilco Szivek was still at the institute and she also was looking
for a better way of life. She wanted to get away from the upheaval in that country.
Ir is now two and a half years since Leth started her conductive education program and she
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has spent a lot of time working on movement of her hands and body. At the moment she has
normal fine motor skills - hand movements and gross motor skills - walkng, good
coordination and independence for all functions of daily living, such as toileting, eating and
dressing. Leah now attends a mainstream prtprimary school where she functions as well as
other children on all levels. We are looking at a miracle in this case. The doctors, therapists
and orthopaedic surgeons are particularly pleased and surprised that she has made such
terrific progress. Her parerts are confident that their daughter will have a secure funur and
one that is as close to normal as possible. This did not come without cost.
The two trips to Hungary cost more than $40 000, and those costs were not tax deductible.
The parents received no assistance at all from any public institution or Government body. Of
course, some of the assistance came from neighbours and friends of Linda and Greg and
those people who fell in love with Leah and thought it was a most worthwhile project to
pursue. The treatment is not finished. As Leah grows the risks of palsy and contractures
developing are still present. It will be necessary for Leah to be evaluated from time to time,
and she may need ongoing treatment, hopefully of a minimal nature. Far any parents who
takes their children to Hungary for six weeks it is only the start, The program is ongoing and
the child must go through the criteria for each stage and he must be able to reach the levels
set by the institute.
I raise this issue not only because the conductive education program has been a great success
story for those people who hold this young girl in such great esteem - her parents have well
and truly exceeded the duties of a normal parent - but also because no funds are available in
this State to assist those people involved in the program. Now that this treatment is available
in Western Australia it would be most disappointing to the parents of children who are brain
injured or who suffer from cerebral palsy if their children are denied treatment because of the
lack of personal finance or Government assistance. Surely the Government can provide
financial assistance not only by supporting private health fund and Medicare rebates for this
treatmnent, but also by allowing for tax deductions.
We now have a clinic in Pemberton which is operated by a world renowned conductor of the
conductive education program. I refer to ildiko Szivek who had to inmmigrate to Australia,
which is another story. The Supply Bill provides for the allocation of $3.1 billion and surely
avenues are available to provide funding to assist this most worthwhile program.
Approximately 100 children from Manjimup, Pemberton and other districts are being mrated
at the clinic and they really do require some financial assistance. I know that within the next
few weeks the Minister will be receiving letters from people involved in this program and I
wili be writing to the Premier and to the Federal Minister. The program of conductive
education therapy is a mixture of physiotherapy, occupational therapy, speech therapy and
teaching. It is a method which was developed in a country where there is great hardship.
Some of the methods used in the program appear to be somewhat unorthodox, but they
certainly have been a terrific success. To see the children after a short time of treatment is a
great joy. It is disappointing that when I raised the issue of bringing ildiko Stivek to
Australia with the Premier when she was visiting the Shire of Manjimup she told me it did
not come within her area of responsibility and she had no control over immigration. It was
left to the local therapist and me to wage war with the Department of Immigration to try to
bring ildiko Szivek to Australia and it took about a year and a half to achieve that end.
We are very fortunate to have ildiko and her husband living in Western Australia and I am
pleased that they chose to set up their clinic in Pemberton. Uldiko was allowed to immigrate
to Australia because she was considered to be a highly skilled professional. I urge the
Government to make contact with the clinic and to contribute a sensible amount of funding
to it to increase its operations not only to include those 100 children it is now treating, but
also to expand its clinic to treat additional patients. It is most worthwhile.
I said earlier that I am adopting a conciliatory approach to the Government's Social
Advantage package because it is important to Western Australian children, especially those
children who are brain injured or who suffer from cerebral palsy. It is the Government's
intention to spend $3 million to complete the construction of 15 new family centres. It also
intends to provide $5 million for one-off grants to community groups for community
development projects. An additional $350 000 will be allocated to the operations of three
new community and neighbourhood houses and the upgrading of five others. An additional
$90 000 will be provided for creche facilities. Surely the treatment of people suffering from
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cerebral palsy must have a priority. Under the heading "Sense of Place" in the Social
Advantage package the Government states that it will allocate $3 million over three years for
die State Energy Commission and the Environmnental Protection Authority to investigate and
monitor photochemical smog formation in Perth. I thought that would be the bailiwick of the
Environmental Protection Authority. Perhaps some of that money could be allocated to the
Pemberton clinic.
Mr Pearce: Do you think that Perth's air pollution problem is not worth worrying about?
Mr OMODEI: I did not say that.
Mr Narve: Why do you want to take money away from it?
Mr OMODET: I know that it is lawe, but I did say I thought it was the bailiwick of the
Environmental Protection Authority to monitor smog in the city. If we allocate this amount
to monitor Perth's smog, surely we can allocate money to look after brain injured and
cerebral palsy sufferers. I am not saying that the smog program is a bad thing.
The Government's Social Advantage package states that an amount of $1.5 million will be
allocated to extend cycleways and $600 000 will be allocated for a program of practical
advice to help people reduce domestic energy consumption. Those issues are not as
important as the conductive education therapy program. I ask the Government to make
contact with the people involved in the program.
I will refer briefly to a number of issues of concern to me. Many people in the country are
disadvantaged under this Government's policies and I refer to the patients' assisted travel
scheme. One of my constituents is in need of urgent heart surgery and he is unable to have
the surgery done in Perth because a specialist is available in his arma If the specialist is
booked up for a period he must wait his turn.
Mr Read: If the surgery is urgent he gets priority.
Mr OMODEX: I know what the member is saying, but this person has been waiting three
months for urgent surgery. If he cannot receive assistance through the patients' assisted
travel scheme and he is a pensioner, surely it is of great disadvantage to himi if he must travel
to the city at his expense. It would not be so bad if a persn had relatives or friends with
whom he could stay in the city, but if he is single or a widower it becomes very difficult.
Country people are also disadvantaged if they wish to use the services of the State Dental
Clinic. Those people on a low income in my electorate must travel to Bunbury for dental
treatment and that is a disadvantage to them. Safety on school buses, roads and power for
domestic and industrial consumption in country area are other important issues.
Local authorities are now being asked to fund 30 per cent of the installation of sewerage
systems in country towns. Many country towns have serious problems with waterlogging
and sewerage. The harsh economic climate and the financial losses incurred by the
Government have contributed to the tax base being broadened and a burden is being placed
on local government. The Government must look closely at its Social Advantage package.
Surely these funds would be better spent on the areas I have mentioned- Most importantly,
funds should have been spent in the area of conductive education therapy, an area vitally
important to the people of Western Australia in general and the people of Manjimup and
Pemberton in particular.
MS EDWARDES (Kingsley) [11. 10 pml: I rise, lie other speakers in this debate on the

Supply Bill, to raise issues of concern which have been raised with me by my constituents, in
particular those related to health matters. We have heard tonight from several members that
their constituents hold concerns about this area. I am sure members opposite have had raised
with them concerns held by their constituents about the lengthy delays faced in accessing
hospital beds and services. This is not a problem experienced only by members on this side
of the House but also is relevant and evident to all members of this Parliament.
One of the reasons the Medicare system is not working is the increased number of people
accessing its services. We have heard tonight about the increasing number of people in
poverty. Those people are obviously also in pain, not only because of their economic
circumstances but also because of a lack of access to health services, It is interesting that we
have heard jeers from members opposite tonight about such matters when their platform
contains a firm commitment to reducing the gap between the haves and the have-riots. A

2595



2596 [ASSEMBLY)

recent study undertaken by the University of New South Wales shows that in the past
15 years the gap between the haves and have-nots has increased. For 10 of those 15 years a
Labor Government has been in power federally and for nine of those years has been in power
in this State. There must be something wrong with the system when a parry which has a firm
commitment in its platform to reduce the gap between the haves and have-nots and which
has been in Government for 10 of those 15 years has seen that gap widen.
We all know that something is wrong with the system. The problem is that nobody is doing
anything about changing it. The Minister for Health blames the Federal Government for the
failure of the system and wants it to give him more money. The Federal Government blames
the State Government for the failure and says it has not been efficient. While Governments
continue blaming each other the bunnies are our constituents, the people who are having
problems. I know of a patient with a growth on his eye who was referred for surgery
12 months ago and who is still waiting for it. I know of another woman who required bypass
surgery and was put on a waiting list but died before she had that surgery. Despite
administrative problems patients are told to report to hospitals for admission only to arrive
and be told that no bed is available; so they are rescheduled and face a further delay. I know
also of a 76 year old lady who, for the firt time in her life, went to hospital. She was waiting
for hip replacement surgery because of severe arthritis. The woman has no family or support
group. She is in constant pain but cannot be told when her operation will take place. She has
been told that it is more than likely 12 months away. What can this lady do? Should she
take out private health cover in order to have the operation earlier? That is not always an
option for people because they cannot afford it. This is something that some pensioners are
doing in order to get their operations rather than having to go onto a hospital waiting list. At
the moment this lady is in Osborne Park Hospital and has been there for about five weeks
waiting for her operation, which is about 12 months away. The hospital wants her bed but
she cannot go home so other support and alternative accommodation will probably have to be
provided. As a result, that cost will come from another portfolio. This sort of thing is
puffing a huge strain on health services. If the health system were working adequately that
action would not be required.
I know also of a middle-aged man who is waiting for knee surgery. He had ajob but because
he could not walk without the aid of a frame he could not work, so he is presently on welfare.
He was sent home from hospital but could not be advised of an operating date. He will have
to wait at home until his operation because he cannot go back to his job. I know of another
elderly lady admitted to the casualty department of Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital who was
kept waiting first in a cubicle and then in a corridor from 4.00 pm until 2.00 am the following
morning during which time no food or refreshments were offered to her and she was not
visited by a nurse or doctor. During that time she was suffering from blackouts and anxiety.
So far as the casualty department of the hospital was concerned, she was not in a life
threatening situation so she was kept waiting. However, for her to be kept waiting in a
corridor from 4.00 pm to 2.00 am the following morning without being visited by anybody
when she was already anxious and suffering from blackouts was not quite the service that the
department would like to offer. Hospitals are obviously under enormous pressures. Another
lady, the sister of one of my constituents, camne up from Denmark where she had recently
been diagnosed as having breast cancer. She was referred to a specialist in Perth who said it
was imperative that she had an operation immediately. When she contacted Sir Charles
Gairdner Hospital she was told she would have to wait for four weeks for a mastectomy
when her specialist had told her it was imperative she have the operation immediately. I
brought that matter to the attention of the relevant Minister but I am still waiting for a
response.
I turn now to services available for the parents of young children. Parents of new families
require help from time to time. I remember that when Warren, my son, who turned 21 years
of age a couple of weeks ago, was two or three years of age he developed a high fever in the
middle of the night. Being a new mum with a young child I did not know what to do about a
high fever so I rang Princess Margaret Hospital for Children; where else would one ning at
that rime of the morning? That is where most migrants would ring if they had a problem at
that time. Sometimes migrants do not speak the language as well as they would like to, but
the first place of contact for them in such a situation is the local children's hospital. At the
moment when one rings the Princess Margaret Hospital for Children one is answered by a
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recorded message saying to contact one's local doctor. Not all local doctors use locum
services at night. When I raised this matter with the hospital I was told that it was under
enormous pressure servicing both inpatients and outpatients and would not be reinstating that
service. I was told that Ngala Family Resource Centre would pick up that service. I do not
know how many migrants know that Ngala is picking up that service and would know to ring
there when under stress with a sick child at 2.30 in the morning. I understand from a
constituent who contacted me last week that when she telephoned Ngala she found out that
its services would be put back as well. She is concerned that no service will be available to
the parents of young children if they run into difficulties in the middle of the night.
That is just a further example of cutbacks as well as beds being under pressure, people
waiting in queues and services generally. Is the solution more money from the Federal
Government? The Minister for Health stated in a media statement on 5 May that -

Unless the Commonwealth provides more money, WA will be forced to reassess
patient entitlements and the services provided in our public hospitals, and take
account of the capacity of some people to use the alternative services available in the
community and the private hospital sector.

Brian Howe, the Deputy Prime Minister and Federal Minister for Health, Housing and
Community Services, stated that Western Australia is to blame for its own hospital worries.
He stated in a Press release dated 6 May that -

"Mr Wilson employed consultants who provided a detailed review of Perth's health
services but, at the urging of the health establishment, he chose to ignore the report
and now attempts to blame the Commonwealth for his own lack of courage and
conviction.
"The Report clearly shows Mr Wilson's ineptitude in facing up to the management
issues confronting a modem hospital system.

The State Minister for Health stated on 8 May in a media statement - this is a wonderful ball
game - that the claims by the Federal Minister for Health were distorted and inaccurate. He
stated about the per capita cost of public hospital services in Western Australia that -

In 1989-90 this was $492.1 per capita in WA, exactly the national average.
'"This is a remarkable achievement and shows how relatively efficient the WA system
is," .

I do not think that the people whom I described earlier who are experiencing difficulties with
the health system and in accessing health services would regard the health system as
relatively efficient.
I turn now to some of the other services which have been closed down. The ear, nose and
throat unit at Sir Charles Gaiidner Hospital has closed The diabetics clinic at Sir Charles
Gairdneir Hospital has closed. Diabetics require at least a six monthly check up of their feet
because that is usually where the problems first wrise. Elderly people who used to depend on
this clinic for check ups and treatnent have been told to arrange for private treatment. The
orthopaedic unit at Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital is wait listing new patients because it is
clearing a backlog and is not accepting new patients for at least six months. This is what the
Minister for Health describes as a relatively efficient system!I That is of no comfort to those
people who cannot get access to health services.
The Federal Minister for Health referred to the number of reviews of the health system which
have been carried out in Western Australia. The State Minister for Health replied to a
question on notice dated 8 April that three reviews have been carried out by the Health
Department since 1984: An internal review by a Western Australian Government Functional
Review Committee of the Public Service Commission, which was completed in 1987; a
Health System. Task Force review, which was completed in 1988; and a metropolitan health
services review, which was completed in 1991. There have been three reviews of this
relatively efficient Western Australian health system. Will we continue to blame the Federal
Government and to ask for more money, and to respond by saying that we have a good
system, when the Federal Minister states that we art to blame for mismanagement?
How will we deal with the closure of beds and of wards, with queues that are getting longer.
with the 600 000 pensioners, and with the hundreds of thousands of families who pay twice
06202-5
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for health care cover? People are paying their Medicare levy and are also maintaining
private health insurance in case they are hospizalisedl. What will we do about the hundreds of
thousands of people who can no longer afford private health insurance because they have
become unemployed or have decided that the cost of living is too great and that they are
paying the Medicare levy in any event so they should be able to access the public health
system? What will we do about people who have had to give up work, such as the gentleman
I talked about, because they cannot receive the treatment they require, and who then go on to
some form of welfare?
When Medicare was first introduced, we were promised that it would be totally self funding.
It is not self funding. I heard a Minister say the other day that it is the doctors who have
broken down the system and that die Government will never forgive the doctors for brealcing
down the system. The Medicare legislation provides that action can be taken against doctors
who abuse the system, so one cannot keep blaming the doctors. The reason that the system is
not self funding is that we have an aging population, a high number of degenerative and eye
diseases, an increasing number of unemployed people who require access to the public health
system, and an increasing number of people who have opted out of the private health system.
Too many people are trying to access the health system.
We should do a bit of lateral thinking to resolve the problem. The State Minister for Health
has stated that we should take account of the private health sector and of the capacity of
some people to use the alternative services available in the community and in the private
hospital sector. The Minister should not wait to see whether we wI get $50 million from the
Commonwealth. He should just take the initiative and do it. He should expand the use of
private hospitals and encourage people to take into account the private sector and to look at
the areas of specialisation, particularly in respect of degenerative and eye diseases. People
who are on waiting lists for a particular type of treatment should be provided with
information about whether another hospital has a shorter waiting list for that type of
treatment. That happens elsewhere in Australia. Perhaps our health system, with its
wonderful new information technology, cannot provide the waiting lists for people who want
particular types of treatment. Surely that option could be looked at.
If the Federal Government decides that it will give the States money to fund public hospitals.
it may increase the Medicare levy. That will only exacerbate the problem because people
will believe that because they air paying a higher Medicare levy, they can opt out of private
health covet. I call on the State Minister for Health to take the necessary action now. It is
evident to everyone here tonight and to those members who talk to their constituents who are
experiencing problems that the system cannot continue as it is at present and that there is a
need for change. We should ensure that those who are in need of treatment can use the
public health system without having to wait in lengthy queues, live in pain or even die before
they can gain access to tatmnent. People cannot continue to live like that and we should not
force them to live like that. I call on the Minister for Health to take action now.
MR TRENORDEN (Avon) [11.29 pm]: I amn keen to get involved in this debate on the
Supply Bill. I wish to put on record some fundamental issues. This Government is totally
incompetent in its business management activities. The Premier is totally ignorant of
commercial requirements, and this State is paying the cost of that absolute inability to control
the finances of this State. In recent weeks the Treasurer announced the deferral of a
$25 million debt, and the next day in the Press she announced that she is aiming for a
balanced Budget. This month we have also seen other announcements, including the
expenditure of some $30 million or $35 million for the "re-elect Watkins and Beggs eml"
which went through this House. We have a emll on the Notice Paper that is directed at the
Lotteries Commission purely to buy votes. The Bill provides that that commission, which is
an enterprise based on charity, will pump some money into the film industry and the Festival
of Perth; and for what purpose? Six or seven months out from an election, I ask: For what
purpose? It is total incompetence and financial mismanagement on the part of this
Government. Buying votes with charity money is obscene. The Port Kennedy Development
Agreement Bill was introduced to ensure the re-election of a number of members in the south
metropolitan area. The Treasurer is a talking head on television and a great specialist on
radio but she has no respect for this Parliament. All sizeable announcements in this State are
made to the Press first and to us as a matter of course whenever she gets around to it. The
Treasurer is totally ignorant of the parliamentary procedure and treats this place with
contempt.
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Mrs Beggs: Cabinet decisions are Cabinet decisions.
Mr TRENORDEN: But they should be made within the House and the Parliament.
Mr Taylor: What nonsense!
Mr TRENORDEN: Members opposite treat this place with absolute contempt.
Mr Taylor: It never happened when your mob was in Government, did it?
Mr TRENORDEN: I have not been in Governmnent, but I will be in a few months' tine and
the Deputy Premier can have a go at me then.
Mr Taylor: I have heard that before, in 1986 and 1989.
Severs] members interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Members should settle down.
A Government member inteijected.
Mr TRENORDEN: The member speaking is probably the only one on the Labor side of this
House who has done anything in a business in his life.
Mr Cunningham interjected.
Mr TRENORDEN: The member for Marangaroc has a background of being a soldier for the
Australian Labor Party and nothing else, and that is why he holds the seat he does. He has no
area of competency whatsoever other than being a numbers man for the ALJP.
Several members interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I suggest the member for Avon's current Line of
argument is not contributing to a healthy debate. He is quite at liberty to pursue a particular
line of argument but if he can avoid the personal I think it helps.
Mr TRENORDEN: I will direct my remarks to you, Mr Deputy Speaker.
In the coming months when we attain power the National Party will do something that this
Government talks about; that is, it will give social equality to rural Western Australia. Tis
Government has raped Western Australia. The State has been devastated in every way one
wants to look at it. Unemployment levels have gone through the roof and the Treasury
coffers are totally empty, not because of a poor economy but because the Government has
given money to its mates. We have been watching for 12 months the process of that being
pulled out of the Government system.
Mr Read interjected.
Mr TRENORDEN: It is interesting to note that the person at the head of the list of the
richest people in Western Australia was Janet Holmes a Court. Where did that wealth come
from? It came almost in total from the State Government Insurance Commission - and why?
We still do not know why Mr Robert Holmes a Court was worth some $700 million of the
SGIC's money. It is one of the mysteries of this Government's tune in power. The
Government has cheated Western Australia - it has cheated people of opportunities of'
employment and education, and of their hope and their future, and members opposite do not
deserve to be here.
Mr Graham: And it was all our fault!
Mr TRENORDEN: Yes, of course it was. I am gla the member recognises that it was his
fault. Not only have members opposite done that, but also they have misled the State in
almost everything they have done. This Government is absolutely fantastic at rhetoric but
terrible at taking action. We have seen little else but talking heads and a smooth public
relations machine. Members opposite have destroyed public confidence in this Parliament
and have loaded the Public Service to their benefit.
Mr C.J. Barett: The Royal Commission will tell us whether there was corruption but we
know already that there was political corruption in what they did.
Mr TRENORDEN: Ministers have misled this House on numerous occasions, and when
they axm caught out they say, "So what? Let us move on to the next item." The function of
the Parliament has been absolutely destroyed by members opposite. How will it function in
the future? If I am a Minister in future, canlIstand up and tell a lie and then, whenlIamn
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caught out, say, "Okay, you have caught me out. Let us move on to the next issue"? Is that
the way the State will be run in the future, or is that the prerogative only of members
opposite?
Mr Read interjected.
Mr TRENORDEN:- I know the member for Murray supported that action. He was there all
the way. However, there ame more fundamental problems. Many people in the community
are hurting terribly because of the actions of this Government, and one area that causes me
an immense amount of pain is the way in which this Government is currently dealing with
mentally handicapped people. The current policy is making it very difficult for some of
those people. The Government does not seem to realise. that not all mentally handicapped
people's supporters and parents are young. Some are in their 70s. or S0s. and cannot have
these handicapped people in their homes because in many cases they themselves are sick, or
elderly, and are unable to look after these individuals. Much as they love them they simply
do not have the capacity to look after them. Residential care for mentally handicapped
people is reaching the stage where they are being farmed out to more public institutions. For
those who are capable of coping with that it is fine, but the system should not be a blanket
one. At least half a dozen people in touch with my office are hurting badly because of that
policy. It is costing them because they must pay privately for these people to be looked after,
and they are not being as well looked after as, they were when the system looked after them.
The Government's policy in this area is discriminatory because it says residential care should
be given in small groups of three to five people.. Those handicapped people who are lucky
enough to get into those sheltered houses are looked after but those on the waiting list are in
desperate need.
I want to talk at some length about what is happening to pensioners, in rural Western
Australia in particular. I refer both to those who have their own resources and those who
receive the age pension. This Government has absolutely decimated their position. It has
lifted the cost of transport for those people through the roof, and the cost of transport is
handed down through businesses and through the cost of services and is hurting these people
very badly. As well, the Federal Government is treating superannuation as a mutch cow for
the Federal Consolidated Revenue Fund. It is reaching the stage where superannuation is
taxed on the way in, the managers who look after the money and make profits are taxed, and
it is taxed on the way out. Not only has the real purpose of superannuation been forgotten,
but also the Federal Labor Government is looking at it as a source of guaranteed taxation,
just like fuel tax. There will be some $400 billion in superannuation funds in the near future
and the Government's interest in that money is that it can tax it on the way in, tax the people
who make profits, and then tax it on the way out.
As for award superannuation and how that is working, two weeks ago the Sunday Times
contained an article which said that if we had three per cent award superannuation it would
take eleven years for the fund to return people's own contributions. People are supposed to
retire in the lap of luxury in future. It has nothing to do with benefits for retirement; it has
everything to do with money for the Federal Government and some unions which will take
funds. It is money for the Taxation Department which will be the collection agency, as well
as money for the Australian Labor Party because the winners in industry will be funded from
superannuation funds. It is said that people will be able to take housing money from the
superannuation funds. The funds will collapse and the benefits will not be there for the
retuees. That is a debate for a future time.
The Government is saying to Mr and Mrs Average that the next $50 or $60, of any wage
increase, will go to superannuation benefits. T'he benefit received by the average person wil
be the loss of the age pension, but people will not be entitled to the age pension even though
they have been contributing all their working life for the benefit of the current people on the
age pension. People will continue to contribute but they winl not receive an age pension.
Mr Strickland: Today's workers will be paying twice.
Mr TRENORDEN: Definitely. Senator Button and many other Labor Party members say
that they will rape the superannuation schemes in order to pick the winners in industry in an
attempt to be re-elected. That happened in Canada 20 years ago. In that country the national
superannuation fund collapsed because the Government raped the scheme. The people who
had contributed to the scheme for many years did not benefit. History repeats itself, and that
will happen in this case.
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We have seen a dramatic decrease in Governmnent services to pensioners and a decline in
other medical services. The patients' assisted travel scheme is a prime example. Many
people in my electorate have problems with PATS when they are required to drive a spouse
to hospital. They have problems collecting petrol money to drive to hospital. It is a
ridiculous system where an individual can drive a spouse to Perth to hospital but cannot be
funded for die return trip because the return trip does not involve medical services. Only a
one way trip is supported. These people ame told they can travel by train even if they have
heart problems or broken hips. Of course they could travel by train but this represents a tota
disregard by the Government for the welfare of people.
The Government has decimated Wesnrail. Westrail is still paying interest on the historic cost
of the rail system even though Wesnrail has been returning money to the system for
100 years. The State decided it would not use those funds to repay the loans; therefore the
cost remains and is passed on to rail users.
The Government has handed the funds of the Stare Superannuation Board to its mates.
About one-quarter of a billion dollars has been taken from the Consolidated Revenue Fund
every year to meet the requirements of the Superannuation Board. Had those finds remained
with the Superannuation Board they would have been directed towards the drawings of the
board, obviating the requirement to go to the CRF. Therefore the State would not have had
to tax the community further in an attempt to address that loss. The rape of the
Superannuation Board was a major criminal offence over recent years.
The Government continues to protect its inefficient metropolitan activities which increase
the costs to country people. The wharf is a prime example of that protection, as is the day
labour at the Building Management Authority. Anyone who travels on public transport in
the metropolitan area is subsidised $2.50 for every trip. How much are country people
subsidised when they go by car to Perth because that is die only form of transport? They pay
a fuel levy. Country people also pay $50 to the SOIC as a result of the increase in third party
insurance. That increase was an attempt to replace the funds stolen from the people of
Western Australia. Country people do not receive that subsidy of $2.50 for every trip. In
Government, we will give country pensioners a rebate on their vehicle registration to balance
the situation.
An Opposition member. What about the 20t increase in the charges on fuel?
Mr TRENORDEN: The Government has increased fuel tax. One-third of fuel tax is raised
in country areas. The Government places those funds with Transperth so that people can be
subsidised $2.50 on every trip. Again, this represents the rape of country people to benefit
die Government in the coming election.
I have already mentioned the increase in third party insurance but I should expand on that
issue. The SOJC had to raise third parry insurance premiums by $50 on every vehicle.
Mr Bloff witch: What does that amount to?
Mr TRENORDEN: I had the figures some time ago. I think it amounted to about
$50 million. We all know the reason for this increase: Robert Holmes a Court got the
money from the SCIC. He made such pressing demands on the Government purse.
Mr Leahy: Itris still the lowest third parry insurance charge in Australia.
Mr TRLENORDEN: It is the only one of its type. The member for Northern Rivens has
shown his ignorance again. He denies that the Government has fed hundreds of thousands of
dollars to its mares. T1he Government handed out large amounts of money for the member's
campaign, and that of other members. To support that campaign the people of Western
Australia must now pay $50 for third party insurance. The member has the audacity to tell
me that he has done it well. Congratulations to the member for Northern Rivers. lHe should
go back to die TAB and stay there.
I turn now to power and water charges. The extension charges for power and water have
affected country businesses. It is virtually impossible for a person to start a new business in
the country. Five different fims have contacted my office regarding the cost of head charges
for water extension and three phase power. Those charges are between $20 000 and $50 000
to get a small business up and running. I refer here to very small businesses which employ
fewer than 10 people. How can a small business get a start when it is faced with charges of
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that magnitude? If the businesses have the money to pay up front, they then have less capital
with which to operate. If they do not have the money and need to borrow it, the interest rate
on the loan runs to double figures.
Mr Bloffwitch: Plus a security deposit.
Mr TRENORDEN: Yes. If the businesses operate and cannot meet interest rate payments at
16 per cent or so, that becomes an overdue account. The Government has made it impossible
for small businesses to start up in rural Western Australia. Not only that, if a person warnts to
buy a house to retire to the country the situation is much the same. If it is necessary for that
person to extend the wattr pipe or the power line down the road he must pay the charges up
front otherwise the work will not be done. It appears we live in a third world State. Where
else in the world. other than in third world countries, must people pay up front otherwise the
Government instrumentality will not do the work?
Mr Read: In America the bodies are privatised.
Mr TRENORDEN: We could understand that. The Government is considering the
privatisation of the SGIC. The member for Murray is a very knowledgeable person. Why
has the SGIC not been privatised or corporatised? I suggest that it is because nothing
remains to corporatise or privatise. The SGIC is such a mess. With all the messing around
with the new power station and the like, SECWA does not have any money; nor does the
Water Authority.
As we heard today from members of the Select Committee on Country Hospitals and
Nursing Posts, hospital and medical services in country areas are in an appalling condition. I
do not have to say more about that as the Select Committee's report covered that issue. All
the declining services means that country people, particularly pensioners who use health
services more than others, must hop in a vehicle to obtain services which are available to
people in metropolitan areas at a much lower cost. Country people must travel and in many
cases must pay for accommodation to obtain these services, and that can be very expensive.
This Government treats country students like third world people. Muresk College indicates
that country students produce 30 or 40 point lower TEE results than students with equal
ability from the metropolitan area. Why? The Government has not provided the full
curriculum to country senior high schools; therefore, the students do not have sufficient
curriculum points to allow them to achieve the equivalent results of metropolitan students.
Last week I conducted a tour of schools in my electorate, and the teachers clearly stated that
if the status of country students is to be lifted, something must be done about the curriculum
in country senior high schools. However, members opposite do not want to do that because
they regard country people as third class people.
Mr Graham: Rubbish!
Mr TRENORDEN: Then why does the Government not treat them in a different manner?
Mr Graham: I do not agree with you.
Mr TRENORDEN: It does not matter whether the member disagrees with me, because this
treatment of country people is a statistical fact which cannot be denied-
I turn now to the provision of training in country areas. These services do not exist unless
people live in Albany, Bunbury or somewhere near salt water. If one lives at Mukinbudin,
Northam, Narrogin or Moon,. it is necessary to travel .to the metropolitan area to gain such
training. Such people must do so at their own expense because Austudy is not available to
help them gain skills. The training facilities are down the road for people in the metropolitan
area. What does the Government do for country students? Nothing! it treats them as third
class people.
The third biggest employer in this State is the racing industry, which the Government has
decimated- Racing, trotting and dog racing are in absolute crisis, yet these industries are
major employers. The clubs which have closed in this industry have all been in country
areas and their closure has resulted in a substantial loss of jobs. Early in its term, the
Government increased the rate of tax on the industry, and this caused, and continues to cause,
enormous pain. The Government's administration of the Totalisator Agency Board has been
a total disaster. The TAB had to pay for a police investigation to make it possible for a
police inspector to travel to Europe to chase certain matters. Wbat have we learnt about that
report?
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Mr Lewis: They are too embarrassed to release it.
Mr TRENORDEN: The administration of the TAB at that tine was a disgrace.
Mrs Beggs: I am not responsible for releasing a police report for goodness sake! What are
you suggesting?
Mr TRENORDEN: I refer to the police report into the operation of Carpenter and Jarm an.
The Minister could tell us what is happening with that report.
Mrs Beggs: The police are under the administration of the Minister for Police, not me.
Mr TRENORDEN: The Minister supplied taxpayers' money from the TAB for char
investigation to occur.
Mrs Beggs: Are you suggesting that I should interfere with a police investigation?
Mr TRENORDEN: The Minister should report to the House what the situation is with that
investigation. The Minister released expenditure for the investigation, and she should
indicate the returns on those funds.
Mrs Beggs: I have no idea what has happened with that police report, and neither should I
until the police have completed their investigation. They will not report to me; they will
report to the Minister for Police.
Mr TRENORDEN: Was the investigation held two years ago?
Mrs Beggs: I am nor an investigator, and I do nor intend to interfere in a police inquiry.
Mr TRENORDEN: The Minister is not much of a Minister for Racing and Gamning either.
Mrs Beggs: Oh, rubbish!
Mr TRENORDEN: What was the loss which the TAB suffered on its superannuation
scheme? The Minister presided over the board's taking control of its superannuation fund
and directing its content and securities, and it lost half a million dollars However, the board
said to the industry, "We have lost the money, but you must put it back." This Minister
presided over that action.
Also, allegations were made of an employee of the TAB leaving its employ to set up a
computer system. This person then sold the system back to the TAB. Have we heard more
about that matter?
Mrs Beggs: Theme have been several reports on the TAB.
Several members inteijected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Cross-Chamber inteijections will cease.
Mr TRIENORDEN: The Auditor General stated that that matter had not been properly dealt
with.
This Minister has overseen the demise of country clubs and hotels, which are important
meeting places for people in country towns. Many community activities can no longer
function in country towns - this applies to golf, tennis, and bowling clubs.
Mr McNee interjected-
Mr TRENORDEN: There is an argument that people should nor drink and drive - I accept
that argument - but the Government has done nothing to provide an income for the bowling.
golf and tennis clubs which are battling for the money which used to be derived from the sale
of alcohol. These clubs could be provided an income through gambling, but the Government
is too busy looking after its mates at the Burswood Casino to let that happen. This is the
Government which told the people of this State that the casino would always be Western
Australian-owned. Who owns the casino now? It is certainly not Western Australians.
However, the Government continues to increase the ability of the casino to raise money. The
Government allowed the casino to operate 300 video machines, which was increased to
2 000 machines. The Government asked the operators, "How much money do you want?"
Nobody else can do it, and the Asians imake a ton of money out of Western Australia - this is
an appalling situation. Even the Australian game of two-up has been given away to the
Asians! This is indefensible.
Country clubs are screaming out for income sources, yet the Government will do nothing to

[Tuesday, 26 May 1992] 2603



2604 [ASSEMBLY)

help them. No matter how one looks at the situation, the State is in crisis. The Government
has lost $1 billion in the last five years.
Several members interjected.
Mr TRENORDEN: It does not matter what the figure is.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Mr TRENORDEN: Members opposite could not run a chook raffle at a profit.
Several members interjected
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The members for Applecross and Balcatta should take
their conversation outside the Chamber.
Mr TR.ENORDEN: I have one minute left. I would have liked to explain'how we would
turn things around.
Several members interjected.
Mr TRENORDEN: However, we have a policy document which indicates how we Will turn
the Stare around, which all members may read. We will certainly stop doing one thing which
has been the hallmark of this Government: We will not take public money and give it to our
mates.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Pearce (Leader of the House).

FIRE BRIGADES SUPERANNUATION AMENDMENT BILL
Receipt and First Reading

Bill received from the Council; and, on motion by Mr Pearce (Lader of the House), read a
first time.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE - ORDINARY
MR PEARCE (Armadale - Leader of the House) [11.59 pm]: I remind members that,
following arrangements made last week, we will be sitting on Wednesday evening and until
6.00 pm on Thursday. I move -

That the House do now adjourn.
Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 12 midnight
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

HEARING IMPAIRED STUDENTS - TAFE; UNWVERSIT[E
Counsellors and Assistance

120. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:
(1) What tertiary services are available for hearing impaired students in Western

Australia in -
(a) technical and further education;
(b) universities?

(2) (a) How many counsellors are available for those students;
(b) what funding is available to assist them?

(3) What specific support is available for the students, eg oral interpreter, note
takers?

Dr GALLOP replied:
The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(1) (a) The Department of Employment, Vocational Education and
Training encourages all prospective students with disabilities,
including those who axe deaf or have a hearing impairment, to
participate in its programs. As DEVET does no: require
disclosure of a disability on enrolment forms, it is difficult to
gain accurate data on the number of students with a disability
attending courses. However, the Disability Services Bureau is
aware of 21 students this year who have a significant hearing
impairment. These students are enrolled in a range of courses
from pre-apprenticeships/apprenciceships to certificate and
associate diplomas as well as community adult education
programs.

(b) A wide range of services is available to hearing impaired
students a: Western Australian universities including provision
of taped lectures and tutorials, photocopied lecture notes, note
takting, library assistance, special examination arrangements,
counselling and careers advice, advocacy and referral, and
specialised or modified equipment. Efforts are made to tailor
services to needs on an individual basis.

(2) (a) TAFE: Each TAPE campus has at least one student
counsellor. With respect to students with a bearing
imnpairmern, the counsellors are provided with assistance by the
Disability Services Bureau.
Universities: Each university has a full time officer for
students wick disabilities. In addition there is access to the full
range of services provided by counselling services in each
university.

(b) TAPE: An amount of $11 000 (CRF) was allocated in the
DEVET 1991-92 budget to assist students with hearing
impairment. This assistance may be for extra tuition and note
takers.
Universities: In the main these positions are funded from
university operating prants. It would be arbitrary to attempt to
quantify funding available to support counseling services for
hearing impaired students in Western Australian universities as
the counsellors have a wide range of duties of which assisting
hearing impaired students is just a part. Generally, funds are
not set aside specifically for providing financial assistance
directly to students with disabilities.
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(3) TAPE: An arrangement exists between the Ministry of Education's
Hearing Assessment Centre in Mosruan Park and DEVET's Disability
Services Bureau, whereby an officer from the centre identities the
special needs of students with hearing impairment and makes the
necessary arrangements regarding the type of assistance required. The
needs of these students vary. Some students require an interpreter,
while others may be better assisted with a note taker or some form of
extra tuition or practice. Students requiring interpreting services are
referred to the Commonwealth Government's rehabilitation services
for sponsorships. The Disability Services Bureau personnel will assist
students trying to access such sponsorhip. Of the 21 students
identified in (l)(a) above, I I require interpreters. Of these two require
cued speech interpreters, nine require ADSL or Aus Ian interpreter-s.
Universities: The four institutions are considering a project involving
a service to students with hearing impairment. Negotiations are
incomplete.

TAFE - TRAVEL EXPENDITURE
Ad&mnistradve and Academtic Staff - First Class Travel Circwnniances

379. Dr CONSTABLE to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:
(1) How much money was spent in each year from 1988 to 1991 inclusive on (a)

interstate and (b) international travel by -

(a) administrative staff of technical and further education; and
(b) academic staff of TAPE?

(2) Under what circumstances did any officer or member of the academic staff
travel by first class air travel?

Dr GALLOP replied:
The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(1) For die years 1988 to 1990, breakdowns of expenditure between
academic and administrative staff and Commonwealth funded nravel
are not readily available.

1988 1989
Interstate N/A $113904
Overseas $12735 $21870

1990 1991
(a) (b)

Interstate $143 130 $205 917 $67 456
Overseas $38045 $44690 $1 100
N/A - Not available.

(2) From 1988 until 1989, only the executive director and assistant
executive director of thre then Office of TAPE travelled interstate first
class on departmental business associated with the Australian
Conference of TAPE Directors and the Australian Education Council.
Subsequent to the Premier's circular 17190 relating to travel by Senior
Executive Servce members, no member of the department has
travelled first class at a cost to the State. A senior officer from
DEVET, who is a member of the Federal Government's Employment
and Skills Formation, travelled first class until the ESEC changed its
own policy to business class travel during 1990. All travel associated
with ESFC business was paid for by the ESFC. Another two senior
officers from the former Department of TAPE travelled first class as
members of tire board of the National TAPE Centre for Research and
Development. AU travel associated with the board's activities was
paid for by the national cent.
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PRISONS - PARDELUP PRISON FARM
Future Study

389. Mr MacINNON to the Minister representing the Minister for Corrective Services:
(1) Has the Government begun a study to determine the future of the Pardelup

Prison Farm?
(2) If so, who is undertaking the study into die prison's future?
(3) When will a decision be made on its future?
(4) What is the basis of the study?

Mr DiL. SMITH replied:
(1)-(4)

Following a departmental review, and consultations with the Shire of
Plantagenet, the Prison Officers Union and local residents, the Government
announced on 13 May 1992 that Pardelup Prison Farm will continue to
operate.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - COMMUNITY NURSES
Motor Vehicle Access Problemns

405. Mr MINSON to the Minister for Health:
(1) Are community nurses experiencing problems obtaining ready access to a

vehicle?
(2) Do they now have to work through a vehicle pool or have to use taxi

vouchers?
(3) Is this mode of trnsport less productive because of the long delays waiting

for substitute vehicles?
(4) Is it an occupational hazard using these substitute vehicles because of the

large amount of equipment which is necessary to carry out the role of
community nurse?

(5) Does sometimes a community nurse need to leave the home where that nurse
is visiting and find the nearest telephone box?

(6) Do occupational hazards arise if the nurse needs to leave a potentially
dangerous situation in a home visit and wait for a taxi?

(7) Has the Minister considered returning to the provision of a designated
Government vehicle to be available for continuous use for community nurses
or considered adequate reimbursement for nurses using their own vehicles?

Mr WILSON replied:
(1) Some community nurses have reported problems in gaining access to a

departmental vehicle. Action is being taken to address any remaining
difficulties.

(2) Community nurses have several trnsport options available to them including
Government vehicles or their own motor vehicle and, as a last resort, taxis.

(3) No. There is no evidence of long delays.
(4) Irrespective of what transport option is used, these occupational hazards exist.
(5) For nurses using taxis this is a possibility if the house does not have a

telephone.
(6) Community nurses would not be expected to enter potentially dangerous

situations without adequate transport options.
(7) This is current practice.
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CARAVAN PARKS - DEL PARK ROAD, OWELLINGUP PROPOSAL
Conservation and Lend Management, Department of - Chemical Waste Disposal Concerns

428. Dr ALEXANDER to the Minister for the Environment
(1) In relation to the caravan park complex proposed for Del Park Road,

Dwellingup, is the Minister aware of local concerns that the area has been
used by the Departnent of Conservation and Land Management to bury
unwanted and obsolete pesticides and oilher hazardous material?

(2) How long was the site used for this purpose?
(3) Will the Minister table relevant CALM records of purchases, use and disposal

of chemicals for the years 1974-92 inclusive?
(4) If not revealed in CALM records, will the Minister state what chemicals were

used in this period, the quantity buried and in what form?
(5) Have potential developers been informed of the history of this area as a

chemical waste dump site?
(6) When will the Environmental Protection Authority conduct a section 38

review of the caravan park scheme, as already requested?
Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) I am await that the former Forests Department is believed to have disposed of

some drums of herbicide near the site.
(2) CALM has received reports that drums which may have contained herbicide

where buried in the late 1970s at the location of a former gravel pit adjarunt to
the site of the proposed caravan parkc.

(3) It is thought that early archive records have now been destroyed.
(4) Various herbicides were in use at the time and CALM has been unable from

records searches or staff inquiries to determine with any degree of certainty
what, if any, herbicide was in the drums disposed of. For this reason the site
is being tested to determine whether chemical residues are present

(5) Yes.
(6) A referral to the EPAwillbe made by CALM at the appropriate time.

CONSERVATION AND LAND MANAGEMENT, DEPARTMENT OE - FIRES
Prescribed Burns Escapes

442. Dr ALEXANDER to the Minister for the Environent:
For the financial year 1991-92 to date -

(1) How many fires were caused by escapes from Department of Conservation
and Land Management prescribed buns?

(2) How many of these firs were escapes from -

(a) regeneration burms;
(b) fuel reduction bumns;
(c) other (please specify)?

(3) How many of these fns were the result of -
(a) hop-avers at the time of the burn;
(b) subsequent re-ignition;
(c) other causes (please specify)?

(4) Por eachfire, what was -
(a) the date;
(b) the location;
(c) the area burnt -
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(i) in native bush in State forest and timber reserves;
(ii) in pine plantations in State forest;
(iii) in national parks and nature reserves;
(iv) on other Crown land-,
(v) on private property?

(d) the total cost of fighting, containing and putting out the fire, and
mopping up afterwards, including incidental costs of purchase of
capital equipment bought in response to the fire;

(e) total payments made to -
(i) CALM employees;
(ii) other persons;

(0) total cost of compensation paid to -
(i) private property-owners and/or occupiers;
(ii) other Government departments and/or agencies:
(iii) others (please specify);
for loss and/or damage caused by die fire?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) The total number of fies dealt with by CALM for 1991-92 fmi season was

430. Of these 21 were escapes from CALM prescribed burns.
(2) (a) Nil.

(b) 21.
(c) Not applicable.

(3) (a) 14.
(b) 7.
(c) Not applicable.

(4) (a)-(e)(i) Production of the information required in the form requested by
the member would take a considerable amount of staff time and
therefore if the member would advise me what he is seekcing to
show, I will determine whether staff resources should be
redirected to produce the information requested.

(e) (ii) $6280.
(f) There ame no known claims for compensation.

WEST ED MEDIA - CONMMICATIONS ADVISORY COIJNCIL
Future Report

472. Mr AINSWQRTH to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:
(1) Has the Minister received a report from the Communications Advisory

Council on the future of West Ed Media?
(2) If so, what were its recommendations?
Dr GALLOP replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(1)-(2)
No.

JUIVENILE OFFENDERS -DETENTON CENTRE, BUNBIJRY
Establishment Plan

513. Mr BRADSHAW to the Minister for Community Services:
(1) (a) Has consideration been given to establishing a detention cent in

Bunbury to accommodate youths who are facing charges;
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(b) is there a strong likelihood of re-offending or nonappearance at
subsequent hearings?

(2) If so, are there plans to establish such a centre?
(3) What is the current position to deal with such youth?
(4) Over the last three years how many of such offenders or alleged offenders

would be involved?

Mr RIPPER replied:,
(1) (a) Consideration has been given but rejected for a number of reasons,

those being -

(i) the small number of children invoived;
(ii) the inconsistent pattern of offending;
(iii) the gradual decline in rural offending; and
(iv) the increase in the number of viable community alternativyes.

(b) Not all children arrested require security or are potential absconders.
The cuntnt practices of transporting to Perth or temporary holding in
Bunbury have not resulted in a large problem of nonappearance or
reoffending prior to appearance.

(2) No, there are no plans to establish a detention/remand centre in Bunbury.
Other alternatives will be examined if problems should arise.

(3) Generally the police escort the youth to Longrnore Remand. On some
occasions if it is particularly late in the evening the police may hold a child in
the lockup overnight and escort him or her in the morning.

(4) In the calendar year 1991, 42 offenders fitted this category from the whole
south west area which includes Bunbury, Collie, Harvey, Busselton,
Bridgetown, Mmnjimup and as far over to include Narrogin. In addition it is
important to note that an increasing proportion of these children are from
Perth who have been caught offending while in Bunbury and would need to be
returned to Perth. Of the 42 children this calendar year it is estimated that a
minimum of 15 were Perth based juveniles.
Although the previous two years' figures are not readily available, a similar
question was asked two years ago and at that time there were 19 south west
based children involved. It appears to avenage at between approximately
20 to 30 children in any one year. As those children are only held for an
average of two days pending a court hearing, at current arrest razes a facility
would only be utilised for approximately 60 days in the year.

YORGANOP ABORIGINAL CHILD CARE CORPORATION - GOVERNMENT
INVOLVEM[ENT

552. Mr COURT to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs:
What involvement does the Government have with the Yorganop Aboriginal
Child Care Corporation?

Dr WATSON replied:
The following answer has been supplied by the Minister for Community
Services -

The Department for Community Services is wodidng cooperatively with the
Commonwealth Department of Health, Housing and Community Services to
provide joint funding on an interim basis, and support to Yorganop Aboriginal
Child Care Corporation. Neither Government department will allow
Yorganop to administer these funds until such time as it is felt that Yorganop
Aboriginal Child Care Corporation can manage the delivery of services
effectively.
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COMMUNITY SERVICES, DEPARTMENT FOR - YORGANOP ABORIGINAL
CHILD CARE CORPORATION

Officer Secondnwmt
554. Mr COURT to the Minister for Community Services:

(1) Is the Government seconding an officer from the Department for Community
Services to the Yorganop Aboriginal Child Care Corporation?

(2) If yes, for what period of time?
(3) Who will be paying this person's salary and outgoings?
(4) What position will this person be filling?
(5) Why is it necessary for this position to be filled?
Mr RIPPER replied:
(1) A departmental employee was the successful applicant for the advertised

position of coordinator at Yorganop. Interviews and selection were
undertaken by the Yorganop Board. A secondment has been organised by the
Department for Community Services consistent with its commitment to the
development of a professional child placement service for Aboriginal
children. A further part time employee with expertise in out of home and
alternative care has been contracted by the Department for Community
Services to work with the Yorganop staff and board for the further
development of practice guidelines and further procedures.

(2) The secondmient of die coordinator is for a period of up to one year in
recognition of the standard "probationary" nature of the initial employment
contract, and tasks associated with the developmental stage of this new
agency.

(3) Yorganop.
(4) Coordinator.
(5) The position has been vacant and the duties of the coordinator are necessary

in the running of the service.
JOINT PLANNING AND CONSULTATIVE CXOMMTTEE ON DISABILITIES -

MEMBERSHIP
586. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Disability Services:

(1) Who are the members of the Joint Planning and Consultative Committee on
Disabilities?

(2) What are the terms of appointment of the members of the committee?
(3) What is the purpose of the committee?
Mr RIPPER replied:
(1) Dr Philip Descharnp

Ms Jane Brazier
Mr Haydn Lowe
Mr David Inglis
Mr Peter Illich
Ms Cheryl Keylock
Ms Barbara Harris
Mr Patrick McGurk

(2) Members are jointly appointed by the Commonwealth and State Ministers for
an indefinite period.

(3) The Joint Planning and Consultative Committee on Disability Services in
Western Australia was established to advise the Commonwealth and State
Ministers on identification of need; data on supply and demand indicators;
priorities for the broad allocation of resources; funding priorities in terms of
serviced types, target groups, and localities - both direct and indirect; the
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possibility of a joint Commonwealth-Stare position on the method of funding
existing disability services organisation, and the program of transition to any
new funding arrangements; and such other matters as agreed to by Ministers.

BUREAU FOR DISABILITY SERVICES - ESTABLISHMENT DETAILS
587. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Disability Services:

(1) When was dhe Bureau for Disability Services established within Government?
(2) How many appointments have been made to the bureau?
(3) What is the purpose of the bureau?
(4) What is the budget of the bureau?
Mr RIPPER replied:
(1) The Bureau for Disability Services was established on 26 August 1991.
(2) The bureau is staffed at the level of 10 full time equivalent positions.

However, all staffing positions are filled in an acting capacity.
(3) To be responsible for developing and coordinating policy for disability

services across the public sector, and monitoring the responsiveness of
Government agencies to meeting the needs of people with disabilities, their
families and carers.

(4) 1991-92 establishment year budget is $525 000.
AGRICULTURAL COLLEGES - NARROGIN; CUNDERDIN; HARVEY

Medical and Sick Bay Faciliries
610. Mr TUIBBY to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:

(1) What medical and sick bay facilities exisc for boarders at the following
agricultural colleges -

(a) Narogin;
(b) Cunderdin;
(c) Harvey?

(2) (a) Are these facilities sufficient to provide for students recuperating from
illnesses which do not require hospitalisation;

(b) if not, what are the procedures for accommodating such students at
each of these agricultural colleges?

Dr GALLOP replied:
The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

Although the three schools mentioned have sick bay facilities, ministry
policy for sick students is to refer them as soon as possible to the local
doctor for treatment. The medical profession determines the level of
care required and admits students to hospital if they require bed care.
Students are only returned to the school to recuperate if they are well
enough to resume the normal school program. All agricultural schools
and colleges have adequate facilities for on-sire medical consultations
should this be necessary. No agricultural school or college has staff to
adequately provide bed care for sick students. They have access to
school nurses as required. As educational institutions it is
inappropriate to provide medical staff when there are adequate
hospital facilities in close proximity to all agricultural campuses.

DERBY LEARNING NETWORK CENTRE - GOVERNMENT SUPPORT

623. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:
(1) Does the State Government provide any support to the Derby Learning

Network Centre?

2612



[Tuesday, 26 May 1992] 21

(2) If not, why not?
(3) Is the Government concerned about funding continuing to the Centre?
(4) If so will it make representation to the appropriate authorities to ensure this

funding continues?
(5) If not, why not?
Dr GALLOP replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(1), (3)
Yes.

(2), (5)
Not applicable.

(4) A submission has been made to DEET to extend funding for the
project. flEET has not advised its decision as yet.

ROYAL COMMISSION INT'O COMMERCIAL AC TVITIES OF GOVERNMENT
AND OTHER MATITERS - DIRECT1OR OF PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS
Prosecutorial Limnitations Imposed by Acts - Impediment in Prosecutions

636. Mr GRAYDEN to the Minister representing the Attorney General-
Are the prosecutorial limitations imposed by the -

(a) Companies (Western Australia) Code;
(b) Companies (Co-operative) Act 1943;
(c) Companies Act 1961;
(d) Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare Act, 1984;
likely to be an impediment to the Director of Public Prosecutions in
prosecuting persons who would otherwise face the courts for the apparent
breaches of legislation arising from the current Royal Commission into
Commercial Activities of Government and Other Matters?

Mr DiL. SMIT H replied:

(a), (c)
T'he Acts impose time limits for proceedings - see answer to question 1756 of
199.

(b) The relevant law relating to companies from 1981 was the Companies
(Western Australia) Code.

(d) The Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare Act 1984 does not create
indictable offences and therefore those offences are not within the jurisdiction
of the DDP.

VIRAL MENINGITS - IMMUNISATION
Cost to Parents

639. Mr MINSON to the Minister for Health:
What is the individual cost to parents of the viral meningitis immunisation?

Mr WILSON replied:
Theme is no vaccine available against viral meningitis. However, the vaccine
currently on the market is the Haemophilts influenzae b vaccine effective
against bacterial meningitis caused by this bacterium. It can be given only at
18 months of age or above. The cost of this vaccine is from $25 to $41 per
dose exclusive of any charges for medical consultation. Better Haemophilus
influenzae b vaccines that can be given to infants starting at two months of
age should be available towards the end of the year. It is likely that one of
those vaccines will be included in the childhood immunisation schedule.
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SCHOOLS - FIVE YEAR OLDS
Full-time Schooling - "Commi ttee of Learned People" Members

641.. Dr CONSTABLE to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:
(1) Who are the members of die "committee of learned people" referred to by the

Minister for Education referring to future plans for a full day school program
for five year olds?

(2) (a) What are the positions held by the members of chat committee;
(b) what are their qualifications?

(3) When does the Minister expect the committee to report its recommendations?
Dr GALLO)P replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(1) The committee I referred to is not concerned with future schooling
provisions for five year olds but was established to review the
provision of services to four year old children.

(2) The committee members are drawn from the Department for
Community Services, the Office of the Family and the Ministry of
Education.

(3) As the committee is reporting to the Premier this question should
accordingly be directed to the Premier.

ITERNATIONAL TRADE AND INVFESTMENT CONFERENCE, PERTH -
ORGANISER APPOINTMENT

656. Mr MacINNON to the Minister assisting the Minister for State Developmnent:
(1) Has the Government yet chosen a conference organiser to arrange the major

international trade and investment conference to be held in Perth in November
1992?

(2) If so, who has been chosen to arrange the conference?
(3) How was that person chosen to arrange the conference?
Mr GORDON HILL replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Corporate location.
(3) By the usual tender process and upon the recommendation of the conference

organising committee.
SCHOOLS - FIVE YEAR OLDS

Education Benefits Swdies; Resources; Funding Source; Eligibility Selection Criteria
675. Mr KJERATH to the Minister representing the Minister for Education:

(1) With respect to education for five year olds how would education benefit five
year old children, and on what studies is this information based?

(2) (a) Considering the current overcrowding in schools, what resources will
be provided to accommodate the increase in school populations by
education of five year olds;

(b) from what funding source will these resources be provided?
(3) What will be the eligibility selection criteria for education for five year olds?
Dr GALLOP replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(1) Researchers agree that young children benefit from programs which
are developmentally appropriate and child-centred. The Ministry of
Education will continue to provide programs of this kind to five year
old children.
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(2) (a) Those resources necessary to accommodate five year old
children on a full time basis will be provided over the next
triennium.

(b) Funds will be allocated through the normal Budget process.
(3) Children will be eligible to commence preprimnhry schooling at the

beginning of the year in which they turn five.
HOSPITALS - WAITING USTS

Additional Services - Expressions of Inte rest from Public and Private Hospitals
680. Mr MINSON to the Minister for Health:

With reference to The West Australian advertisement of Saturday, 12 October 1991,
calling for expressions of interest from public and private hospitals to provide
additional services for eligible patients currently awaiting admission to Perth public
hospitals -

(a) how many expressions of interest were received from public hospitals;
(b) how many expressions of interest were received from private

hospitals;
(c) has a report been presented by the Health Department as a result of

this invitation for expressions of interest;
(d) ifsa report has been presented when will it be available to the public;
(e) if a report has not been presented when is it expected to be?

Mr WILSON replied:
(a) 44 expressions of interest from 12 public hospitals.
(b) Three expressions of interest from three private hospitals.
(c) No; however, an internal document was presented to State Health Executive

for endorsement.
(d)-(e)

Not applicable.
FINES - OUTSTANDING

Community Work Orders Legislation
685. Mr MINSON to the Minister representing the Attorney General:

(1) Does the Government intend to introduce legislation to allow the imposition
of community work orders in cases where a person found guilty of an offence
fails to pay the fine imposed?

(2) If yes -
(a) when;
(b) will this legislation be retrospective?

Mr DL SMITH replied:
(1) It is intended to extend existing work and development orders to -

(a) fines imposed in die Children's Court where the offender is over 17
years of age; and

(b) fines other than those which would normally be paid into Treasury.
(2) (a) This year.

(b) No.
FREMANTLE PORT AUTHORiT - BIL-GE OIL DISPOSAL FROM SHIPS

Charges - Pollution Problem
689. Mr KIERATH to the Minister for Transport:

(1) What price does the Fremandle Port Authority charge for the disposal of bilge
oil from ships in Fremantle Harbour?
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(2) Is the discharging of bilge oil off the Western Australian coast a serious
pollution problem?

(3) Is this problem partly due to the high prices charged for the disposal of bilge
oil in Fremantle Harbour?

(4) Would it be more cost effective to reduce the cost of bilge oil disposal rather
than pay huge costs to clean up oil spills from metropolitan beaches?

(5) How do prices for waste oil disposal at Fremantle compare with prices
charged at other Australian ports?

Mrs BEGGS replied:
(1) The Fremantle Port Authority does not charge for the disposal of bilge oil

from ships in Fremnantle Harbour. This service is provided by private
contractors in compliance with MARPOL 73/78 - International Maritime
Organisation Convention for the Prevention of the Pollution of the Sea by Oil.

(2) There is no evidence to suggest that the discharge of bilge oil is a pollution
problem. It is relevant to note that vessels are required to comply with the
Australian Maritime Safety Authority Marine Order and MARPOL 73178.
AMSA checks log books on vessels on a regular basis.

(3)-(4)
Not applicable.

(5) This information is not available to the Fremantle Port Authority.
CONSERVATION AND LAN?) MANAGEMENT, DEPARTMENT OF - CARAVAN

PARK AND CAMPING AREA, DWELLINGUP PROPOSAL
690. Mr KIERATH to the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Does the Department of Conservation and Land Management propose to
establish a caravan park and camping area on Crown land opposite the CALM
office in Dwellingup?

(2) (a) Has a lease been signed with a person who intends to operate this
facility;

(b) if so, what is the period of the lease?
(3) What is the area of the site which CALM wishes to lease for this project?
(4) Was the proposed site of the caravan park previously used by CALM as a

dump for drums of waste herbicide?
(5) (a) Has the groundwater in the vicinity been tested for contamination;

(b) if so, what were the results of these tests?
(6) (a) Has this proposed development been referred by CALM to the

Environmental Protection Authority for environmental assessment to
ensure that the health of the public is not put at risk from these
chemicals;

(b) if not, why not?
Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) Following approaches by people concerned with the future of Dwellingup,

CALM, together with the local authority and the South West Development
Authority, has identified a suitable site for a caravan park.

(2) No.
(3) Not applicable.
(4) See my answer to question 428.
(5) (a) Testing was carried out on 18 May 1992.

(b) The test results ae not yet available.

2616 [ASSEMBLY]



[Tuesday, 26 May 1992]161

(6) (a) A referral will be made at the appropriate time.
(b) Not applicable.

ABORIGINES - ENTERPRISES REQUIRING CONTINUOUS SUPERVISION AND
MAINTENANCE

Governmemt Avoidance Policy . Traditional Ceremonies Attendance
694. Mr GRAYDEN to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs:

Is the Government pursuing a policy of avoiding the creation, in Aboriginal
communities, of enterprises which require continuous supervision and
attention such as intensive animal husbandry in order that the residents of
such communities may remain free to attend traditional ceremonies elsewhere
in the State and in the Northern Teirory and South Australia?

Dr WATSON replied:
No.
MINERAL SANDS -COOUJARLOO PROJECT, MUCHEA

Night-time Noise Levels -Environmemal Protection Authority Audit
7 10. Mr COWAN to the Minister for the Environment:,

(1) Further to question on notice 511 of 1992, now that legal action has been
withdrawn, was the night-time noise level set at 40 decibels when the
Cooljarloo mineral sands project at Muchea was commissioned?

(2) Did the Environmental Protection Authority carry out an environmental audit
when it licensed this project?

(3) Has the company monitored its night-time noise levels?
(4) If yes, has the company lodged its monitoring information with the EPA?
(5) If yes, has the company complied with noise regulations?
(6) If it has not complied, what has the EPA done to make it comply?
(7) If no, has the EPA taken action to require the company to lodge the

information?
(8) Does the area in which the project is situated fall into the category of

'Residential, domestic or private recreational: Only or predominantly country,
with negligible transportation'?

(9) Is the assigned outdoor neighbourhood noise level for this category
30 decibels during the night?

(10) Has the company been issued with a licence permitting 40 decibels during the
night-time?

(11) If yes, will this situation be rectified?
(12) Was a measurement taken of the night-time noise level in June 1991 which

found the noise level to be 48 decibels with an additional tonal component of
five decibels?

(13) What action was taken after this measurement was made?
(14) Is equipment being installed to reduce the noise levels?
(15) If so, to what levels and when will it be effective?
Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) No; noise levels were a that time based on Tiwest's expectations of

performance.
(2) The EPA carried out a compliance audit, not an environmental audit, to

determine compliance with works approval conditions.
(3)-(4)

Yes.
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(5) Further data analysis is required before compliance can or cannot be
determined.

(6)-(7)
Not applicable.

(8) Under die Noise Abatement (Neighbourhood Annoyance) Regulations 1979.
which are currently under review, the area in which die project is situated in
fact fails into "predominantly other comparable industry, or with very dense
transportation". The residents that have reported noise events are situated in
areas such as the member describes.

(9) Yes, between the hours of 10.00 pm and 7.00 amn.
(10) Yes, over the same time period.
(11) Action is currently proposed which will remove the inconsistency between the

conditions and Noise Abatement (Neighbourhood Annoyance) Regulations
1979.

(12) A measurement of 48 dB(A) was taken at that time, but no tonal penalty was
added.

(13) Tiwest was required to take whatever measures were reasonable and
practicable to reduce noise to an acceptable level.

(14) Yes.
(15) Tiwest is required to comply at all times with the levels set in its licence

conditions.
FUEL TAX - REVENUE

Allocaiosu- State-Federal Conrribwion
748. Dr TURNBULL to the Minister for Transport:

(1) What revenue per annumn did the State Government collect in State fuel tax
levies in the financial years -

(a) 1989-90;
(b) 1990-91;
(c) 1991-92?

(2) In die distribution of the State fuel tax levies -

(a) what was the total amount spent on roads in those years;
(b) what amount of that total was spent on country woads;
(c) what amount was spent on bridge building;
(d) what amount was spent by the Metropolitan (Perth) Passenger

Transport Trust;
(e) was money allocated to any other section?

(3) How much money does Western Australia contribute to the Federal fuel taxes
and levies?

Mrs BEGGS replied:
(1) Refer table 22, Supplementary Budget Information Paper 1991-92.
(2) (a), (d)-(e)

Refer table 22, Supplementary Budget Information Paper 1991-92.
(b)-(c)

State fuel levy receipts allocated to roads are paid to the credit of the
Main Roads trust account together with revenue for roads from other
State sources. Accounting records am not kept in such a manner as to
allow specific expenditure from fuel levy funds for roads to be
determined.
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(3) Estimated $560 million in Federal fuel excise annually.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

POTATO MARKETING AUTHORITY - POTATO SHIPMENT, MAURJTJS
185. Mrs BEGGS: In response to question 146 asked by the member for Riverton on

Thursday, 7 May. I now table the document referred to.
[See paper No 155.]

WESTERN WOMEN FINANCIAL SERVICES PTY LTD - INDEPENDENT
BARRISTER APPOINTMENT

Premier': Decision Change
186. Mr COURT to the Premier:

On 12 March the Premier announced the Government's intention to appoint
an independent barrister to assess the Government's liability to Western
Women depositors, but on 20 May she announced instead the funding of
individual cases through the Legal Aid Commission. Will the Premier advise
the House -

(1) The process she used to arrive at a change of decision?
(2) Whom did she consult and whose advice did she take?
(3) Did she formally approach anly banristers from the independent Bar

and will she table a copy of that advice?
Dr LAWRENCE replied:

This is a matter - die Opposition leader has shown his hand again in a naive
way - on which the Opposition will seek to make capital. Having the member
for Kingsley sitting with four of the secret seven on the front bench means
that we will probably get more of this.
The decision to assist those investors who claim - I underline that - that their
deposits were made on the basis of an understanding given to them by the
Women's Information and Referral Exchange, a Government agency, is
precisely that which will be enabled by the arrangements entered into by the
Government. Our advice in having a Queen's Counsel or a member of the
Bar assess the question would still have meant that, at some point, individual
depositors who believe they are aggrieved would have had to go through the
processes that we have now arranged. We looked at a range of options and
members of my staff discussed the possibility of using as one mechanism the
Law Society's dispute resolution procedures. We looked at a number of
options. However, the advice to the Government after discussions with
members of the legal profession was that the best way to proceed was for the
Government to remain at arm's length. If we employed a QC or a member of
the Bar, that person would be, in a sense, on contract to the Government. We
would effectively be asking depositors, women and others, to show their
hands to that person and, in a sense, prejudice any possible future claim they
might have against the Government. We were advised, therefore, on that
ground that it was not sensible.
Secondly, we were advised that, in any case, even following some general
assessment were that to prove useful, individual depositors would still have to
test their evidence because theme would be no guarantee that all would be
caught by this. Only a small number of depositors have indicated that they fit
into this category. Therefore, the arrangement was entered into after
discussion and careful assessment of what would advantage the womnen
concerned. T'he member for Kingsley immediately jumped to judgment and
said that it was not adequate. What will occur is precisely what wil afford
them the best resuIl They will have legal advice of their own determination.
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It will be arm's length from Government through the Legal Aid Commission.
Any suggestion from Opposition that it is an arm of Government is wrong and
will be repudiated by the commission; $100 000 has been agreed to by the
Government to suppont that effort; and we can go through any test from a test
case which can be mounted quickly if that is appropriate if sufficient evidence
exists through to settlement or dispute resolution. That is precisely the way
that this matter should be dealt with. It was important for us to reassess that
original arrangement because advice to us from a range of sources was that it
would not be the most effective way; it would not be just to the women and
depositors concerned. This will be speedy, it will be arm's length, it will be
paid for without cost to the depositors, but it will also properly protect the
taxpayers against claims that have no foundation, and that is very important.
I know that members opposite have, on many occasions, sought to say that the
Government should not have bailed out various institutions. However, in this
matter, it is attempting to say that it should. A bit of cons istency would not go
astray.I

CALTEX TANX PROJE CT, NORTH FREMANTLE - PROGRESS
187. Mr CATANIA to the Minister for State Development:

What progress has been made with the plans for the Caltex tank complex in
North Fremantle?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
We have just beard the new leader of the Liberal Party tell us in his first
important speech in that position that the Liberal Party would not blow in the
wind on key policies. He said the same thing to the mining industry not so
long ago when he said that the Liberal Party was not the sort of party to stand
on the hose on these matters. Now, one of the 26 shadow Ministers and
Deputy Leader of the Opposition, the member for Cottesloe, in whose
electorate the Caltex tanks would go, has said that the Liberal Party supports a
moratorium on this issue. The Liberal Party does not want them to go
anywhere. In his first test on a development issue in his electorate - let us
face it, there is not much development of any nature in his electorate - what
did he do? Not only did he stand on the hose, but also he blew in the wind
according to the wishes of his constituents. This is the first opportunity for
the Leader of the Opposition to prove himself on these matters and he caved
mn. Why did he cave in? Because a few electors in Cortesloe do not like the
development.
This development is a $10 million project that will provide 120 construction
jobs in an 18 month to two year period, It is the sort of project to which the
Leader of the Opposition referred before question time. Now the Opposition
suggests that this project be put at Kwinana, not in the electorate of Cottesloe.
What would be the consequences of that? The. consequences of a $10 million
project going to Kwinana would increase the cost to $60 million and would
add $600 000 to $1 million a year to the cost of operating that terminal. That
is the sort of project that the member for Cottesloe is trying to stop in his
electorate while his leader tells the mining industry and this House that his
party will not blow in the wind. "We are tough", he said. He also said, "We
will tell them to get on with the job." However, when the fast real test of that
philosophy occurs in a blue ribbon Liberal seat, the Opposition fails. The first
thing the member for Cottesloe should do if he wants to be the shadow
Minister on development issues is to take his foot off the hose.

SOCIAL ADVANTAGE PACKAGE - PROGRAMS
Costs Assessmnt - Funding Source

188. Mr COWAN to the Premier
(1) Has the Government assessed the cost of all the programs announced in the

Social Advantage document?
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(2) From what source will funds be provided to implement the programs for
which no funds were allocated, and when is it likely that full details of these
costs will be announced?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:

I find it a bit rich from members opposite. When they are asked about the
funding of die many programs that they put forward in the Fightback junior~
document and other documents, they are pretty coy about them. We have
provided a detailed costing - I am sorry I do not have the exact figures here
and therefore will not mislead the House about them. The figures are
available. Each program has been identified precisely in terms of its
additional costs. Some of the costs are obviously ongoing costs and
expansions of existing programs. I remind members opposite that, even
though we are in a tight budgetary climate, we cake seriously that which the
Leader of the Opposition was trying to say; that is, that it is important to
provide support for families, to be involved in preventive programs and to
involve the volunteer sector in partnership with Government. That should be
done., not by denigrating Government departments and agencies and
bureaucrats, but by working together and providing for children's services to
be expanded, and for child care centres to be more available to members of
the community. We can provide for a better way of dealing with juvenile
justice problems in this State. The package has been costed, and I am happy
to give the precise figures to the Leader of the National Party. They were a
matter of considerable publicity. In my view, it is a very mean minded
attempt to undermine an excellent package. Members of the Opposition and
the Leader of the Opposition have tried to say today that the consultation that
took place in the community and the involvement of a great many groups in
the celebration of family life should not occur in difficult times. It is precisely
the time when families need most support and when they need tofeel that the
Government is listening to their voices. They also need to be directly
involved in decision making. Members opposite do not take kindly to
democratic principles, but we do.

WESTERN WOMEN FINANCIAL SERVICES PM LTD -LEES, MICHAEL.
LEGAL AID COMMISSION DIRECTOR

Funding of Individual Depositors - Premier's Discussions
189. Mrs EDWARDES to the Premier:

(1) Further to the question without notice asked earlier by the Leader of the
Opposition, when did the Premier first discuss the funding of the individual
cases of Western Women depositors through the Legal Aid Commission with
the director of the Legal Aid Commission, Mr Michael Lees?

(2) When did he advise the Premier of the cost and resources that would be
required to carry out the Premier's request?

(3) Will the Premier table the director's report on this issue?
Dr LAWRENCE replied:

I am sure the member is aware that I do not personally talk to everybody with
whom the Government is in discussion. Members of mny staff have discussed
this matter with a number of people, including Michael Lees.X

Mrs Edwardes: Prior to making the announcement?
Dr LAWRENCE: Yes, prior to making the announcement. He will provide the

Government with a full budget, depending on the number of requests he
receives from various depositors. As evidence of our intention to get this
going sooner rather than later, and to put paid to the nonsense the member for
Kingsley is peddling around - not helping depositors who may well be put off
seeking legal assistance - the Government has allocated $100 000 in the
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interim and an appropriate budget, as requested by Mr Lees and the
commission, to fully support whatever legal representation and whatever legal
costs are necessary, depending on the number of people who request that
assistance. That is the beginning and end of the matter. They will be fully
funded, the assurance has been given, and I understand Mr Lees will set up a
separate unit to deal with the issue.

PINE MILL, DARDANUP - WESTRALIAN FOREST INDUSTRIES LTD
Proposed Expansion Consultations

190. Mr PJ. SMITH to the Deputy Premier
Is the Government involved in the process of consultation with those affected
by the proposed expansion of the Wesfi plant near Bunbury?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
We have another example of the Opposition blowing in the wind with regard
to development issues. This proposal for a world competitive pine mill to be
built at Dardanup involves an investment of $50 million. Hundreds of jobs
would be involved in the construction stage and more than 100 in the
continuing work at the mill. Many people, including me, are working with
Weutralian Forest Industries Ltd and Bunnings on this development, which is
a very important issue for the south west region. What is the first action of a
member of the Liberal Party who has an opportunity to become involved in
this proposal? The member for Wellington, just like the member for
Coutesloe, has some people in his electorate who are concerned about the size
of the buffer zone. Therefore, he immediately jumps on the bandwagon and
states that not enough consultation has taken place on this issue and that more
should rake place. The Leader of the Opposition said that people should not
stand on the hose of development, but the member for Wellington seeks more
consultation on this issue. Consultation has taken place on many occasions
with local authoricies, including the most recent meeting that involved no
fewer than 16 local authorities. They have been consulted and they will be
consulted, as the member for Wellington should well know, during the
consultative environmental review process through the Environmental
Protection Authority.

Several members interjected.
Mr TAYLOR: At the first opportunity this member of the Liberal Party had to

become involved in development projects under his new leader, he blows in
the wind because a few people do not want the project or say that the sawmill
must be relocated. After all, the cost of the plant is only $50 million! Some
people in this State want to get on with those sorts of projects, which are very
important to this Stare. The Leader of the Opposition should have a word
with the member for Cottesloe -

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! I wonder whether members will cooperate in order that we

may continue question time until six o'clock. If members cooperate, I will try
to fit in as many questions and answers as possible before 6.00 pm. If they
continue with this behaviour, I will leave the Chair and question time will
finish now. The choice must be made by members.

Mr TAYLOR: The Opposition members are very tender on this issue. The Leader of
the Opposition spoke about people blowing in the wind: He has sitting
alongside him one of those who would blow in the wind, and his new Whip is
one of those blowing in the wind on these issues. It is a very important
project, and it is time the Leader of the Opposition spoke to his members
about their attitude to development in Western Australia. Every time the
crunch comes, whether in relation to this issue or in the House today when the
member for Wellington suggested that a Select Committee should be
established to inquire into the Beenup powerline proposal, yet again the
Opposition wants to stand on the hose of development. Sitting in the
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Speaker's Gallery at the moment is a former member of the Liberal
Opposition who is now in the business of developing tree plantations in
Western Australia. Such people want these projects to go ahead. I suggest
that the Leader of the Opposition speak to the member for Wellington and the
member for Contesloc, and tell them to back him in his aims with regard to
development in Western Australia.

FREMANTLE PORT AUTHORITY - REDUNDANCY PACKAGES
Stalled Program

191. Mr LEWIS to the Minister forrransport:
Is it a fact that the Fremantle Port Authority's plan to reduce its staff
establishment by 40 per cent, in line with stated microeconomic reform on the
waterfront, has stalled well below the targeted number because employees are
not taking up the voluntary redundancy package offered?

Mrs EGGS replied:
As far as I know, the program has not stalled at all; in fact, it is well on line. I
made a statement a few weeks ago in this Parliament, in which I outlined the
progress that has been made. I am convinced that the Fremantle Port
Authority will meet its target very quickly, and the real test of whether it is
succeeding in its aims is to ask the private sector. In fact, the private sector is
very happy with the progress, and has congratulated the Government on
several occasions for bringing about the necessary reforms to ensure that
Western Australia has a competitive port.

LAND TAX - FREEZING VALUATIONS
Small Business and Enterprise Association's Request

192. Dr EDWARDS to the Treasurer:
(1) Is the Treasurer aware of calls by the Small Business and Enterprise

Association to freeze land tax valuations?
(2) What action, if any, is planned by the State Government?
Dr LAWRENCE replied:
(l)-(2)

I was a little surprised to hear the comments by Mr Philp Achurvh of that
organisation seekting clarification. [ should not have been surprised, given the
affiliations of that gentleman, but I was pleased to work with the industry
groups - the Real Estate Institute of Western Australia and the Building
Owners and Managers Association, and others - to ensure that this year
businesses did not face the difficulties experienced in previous years with
hefty increases in land tax because of the valuation system in this State. The
recommendations of that group, which included industry and Treasury, led the
Government to the conclusion that the action needed this year, in advance of
annual valuations which will come in next year was to freeze the valuations.
It is not some sleight of hand, as suggested by Mr Achurch, whereby the
Government will increase the rates while maintaining the same valuations.
The rates will stay the same but the valuations will be frozen except where
those valuations have declined, I that case businesses will have the benefit
of that lower valuation. Unlike the Opposition, which wants to impose the
goods and services tax on everybody, the Government recognises the
difficulties faced by business. The State Government will forgo an
anticipated 20 per cent increase in revenue from that area had the current
system of valuations applied, with a loss of some $20 million to the business
sector. I know the move has been welcomed by the retail sector and I assure
members that it will be of considerable benefit, particularly to the central
business district and Fremiantle areas.
The Government wil continue working with industry groups and will ensure
in future that those annual valuations are introduced in a timely way, the
whole land tax system is reformed, and provision is made for payment by
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instalments. All of those things will help business in a tangible way - not the
huff and puff that we hear from the Opposition.

STATE ENERGY COMMSSION OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - POLICY
CHANGES

Rural Contributory Extension Scheme - New Rusiness Concerns
193. Mr TRENORDEN to the Minister for Fuel and Energy:

Is the Minister aware that recent policy changes by the State Energy
Commission of Western Australia, in particular to discontinue the rural
contributory extension scheme, have made new business starts in rural
Western Australia very unlikely?

Dr GALLOP replied:
I am aware that some concerns have been expressed about the rural
contributory extension scheme in Western Australia. As a result of those
concerns, I made a number of representations to SEC WA about the
difficulties in the way that it has implemented the scheme, and I will be
announcing in the next couple of days some changes in the way that the
scheme is operating in order to meet the concerns that have been raised in
rural areas. Therefore, if the member for Avon can be patient for the next day
or so, I will be making an announcement which I think will deal with the
transition from the old scheme to the new scheme. All that SEC WA has done
is to bring into modern day cost terms the cost of providing those extensions.
There is still a 43 per cent subsidy. as was previously the case with chose
particular non metropolitan consumers. The difficulty lay with the
implementation. The changes that I will announce in the next few days will
deal with that problem.

GREYHOUND INDUSTRY - COMNirrEE PROPOSAL
Nominated Representatives Membership

194. Mr CLARKO to the Minister for Racing and Gaining:
(1) Will the committee which the Minister proposes to establish to manage the

greyhound industry include nominated representatives of the industry?
(2) Is it corret, as announced at a meeting of persons connected with the industry

held on Sunday, 24 May 1992, that the Minister had rejected a suggestion that
two persons out of a five person committee be nominees of the industry?

(3) Will the current Chief Executive Officer of the Western Australian
Greyhound Racing Association, Mr Trevor Smith, be part of the proposed
committee? If not, what will be his rule?

(4) Is the Minister aware that the meeting of 25 May 1992 passed a motion of no
confidence in the Minister's actions on this matter? Will that cause the
Minister to change her approach to this important industry, which has been
most ably managed in recent years?

Mrs BEGGS replied:
(1) 1 find the last remark very interesting, because it was members of the Liberal

Party and of the National Party who rejected legislation which would have
given the current chief executive officer total power without the reinstatement
of the committee. Although the current CEO did not want any members of
the industry on the committee, I rejected his advice on that matter, and I told
the industry that I thought it important that the industry be represented. One
of the reasons for reconstituting the committee is that the rules of racing
cannot be changed under the current legislation unless the committee is in
place. Therefore, I have recommended that one member of the industry who
is nominated by the industry be appointed to the committee.

(2) The meeting of 24 May 1992 was attended by a lot of people, and I
understand from people who were present at the meeting, particularly the
Western Australian Greyhound Racing Association members, that the meeting
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got a bit out of hand and that a lot of the information that was conveyed to
that meeting was incorrect; for example, that reconstituting the committee
would mean that all the members of the committee would have a car and
would be paid $80 000 a year. Some members of the industry who were not
aware of the facts about appointing committees such as this -

Mr Shave: Can you specifically answer the question?
Mrs BEGGS: I will. I know that the member is a bit worried about his new seat and

is not sure whether he can measure up, but if he sits back and listens, he may
learn. At that meeting, a lot of members of the industry were concerned that
the appointment of a committee might mean that there would be a huge cost to
the industry. However, I can assure the member for Marmion that the
industry supports wholeheartedly the reconstitution of the committee. I do not
have any doubt about that. The industry did ask whether it could have two
nominated representatives. I said no, but I said also that if members of their
organisation or people who were involved in the industry had the necessary
business acumen to contribute to the proper running of the industry, I would
be happy to appoint them, but the industry would be allowed to nominate only
one person.

(3) No. The Chief Executive Officer of the Greyhound Racing Association
would attend those meetings in an ex officio capacity.

(4) What was the fourth question?
Mr Clarko: Are you await that the meeting of 25 May passed a motion of no

confidence in your actions, and will this make you change your ways? You
are not popular in any of the three sector of the racing industry.

Mrs BEGGS: I understand that the industry is unhappy with my decision not to
appoint two nominated representatives to the committee.

An Opposition member interjected.
Mrs BEGGS: No. That is not true, and the member knows it. I certainly will not

change my decision about the structure of the committee. The structure of the
committee is in accordance with the Government's policy on corporatisation,
as I have announced in respect of the corporatisation of the Totalisator
Agency Board, and is also in accordance with the Auditor General's
recommendations to this Parliament

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS - LIBERAL PARTY "BIG BANG" POLICY
195. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for Productivity and Labour Relations:

Is the Minister aware of the Liberal Party's so -called "big bang" industrial
relations policy, and will this policy assist in improving industrial relations in
Western Australia; or is it really just a fizzog?

Mrs HENDERSON replied:
I am intrigued by this novel approach to industrial relations, the so-called "big
bang" industrial relations policy, and I have certainly had a look at the
reaction to the policy from the Liberal Party in Western Australia. It does
seem that the State Liberal Party considers it to be a bit of a fizzog. However,
Dr I-ewson claimed that he was misrepresented in his presentation of the "big
bang" policy, so I obtained a copy of the speech in which he announced this
policy, which was made to the Auckland Chamber of Commerce and industry.
He commenced by saying -

I am very pleased to be here at this time when there is so much change
taking place in New Zealand and I really want to put on record the
tremendous success of the New Zealand Government for the fact that
you have embraced much necessary reform.

He stated also -
..I particularly compliment the current Prime Minister, Jim Bolger,
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for the way he handled what will prove to be the single most important
reform, I believe, that is your employment contracts.

He stated also -

..if we win the election and I believe we will, we will have a
mandate for major change. We will compress your 7 years into 3.

And -

.. you cannot tinker, you have to make dramatic change. And that
change has to be decisive and I think it can be, and as I say, I don't
think you can move too quickly or do too much.

He goes on to congratulate and applaud the New Zealand Government. It is
interesting to see the reaction in Western Australia to the "big bang" policy.
The most recent statement on industrial relations in Western Australia was
from the fanner Leader of the Opposition, now a backbencher,
Mr Macinnon, who stated. "In this regard, the scheme we propose will not
be like die industry agreements introduced in both New Zealand and New
South Wales. In each of these cases, the freedom of choice which we want to
retain for Western Australian workers was not preserved in the way that we
planned."
No area is more sensitive to lack of knowledge about what is the climate than
is industrial relations. We cannot afford to have a position in Western
Austr-aa where the Federal Opposition says that it supports the "big bang"
approach while the Western AustalAian Opposition says that it does not-
Enterprise bargaining Tests on consultation, trust and negotiation, and not on
an adversarial approach. How can the parties come together to negotiate and
consult when the Opposition says, "We will go for the big bang approach; we
will compress the New Zealand change from seven year into three years"?

Mr Court: You don't understand. One million people are out of work in this country
and the Minister says the current system works.

Mrs HENDERSON: If I do not understand, I hope the Leader of the Opposition will
make it clear. I look forward to understanding exactly what constitutes the
Opposition's policy. I want to know, for example, what are the freedoms of
choice in New South Wales under a Liberal Government, and in New Zealand
under conditions which Dr Hewson lauds, and which the Leader of the
Opposition does not believe to be sufficient for Western Australia. I want to
know what are the lack of freedoms. The industrial relations parties in
Western Australia deserve to know what is the Western Australian
Opposition's policy on industrial relations.
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